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D. ZDIC ATION, 
* we enjoy by the 4 
of Succeſſion: As I am a 
Stranger to Courts and 
but in a manner entering 
upon the Stage of Life, 1 

* myſelf from your I 
Majeſty's known Good- 
neſs, that You will par- 

don, nay more, graciouſly 1 
admit of this Addreſs, ? 
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Zeal for the IIluſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover. and : 
by his preſent Loyalty to 
his Majeſty, your Royal i 
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| Sovereign. IN 
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2 Heart full of Loyalty, I 
lay at your Royal Feet. 


I 8HALL not attempt 


your Majeſty's Character; 


Men need not be told 


the Glories of the Sun, 


nor the Benefits they re- 
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Ty Aan mexhauſtible Subject 


without affecting our Hearts; we . 
cannot but equally wonder at the 
forbearing Patience of our God, N 
and the ungrateful Stupidity of our 
own Actions, \ by which aue daily 
offend him; nay, to ſuch an Height 
of Preſumption are we now' gromm mn, 
that awe dare, in ſonie meaſure, call 
upon him, . whoſe Ways. are 2 [ef 
"0 . pt 


r 
Kt 10 account 15 12 & ws 5 
Faub and Obedi- 4 
ence, if ae are not convinced, as in 
4 Mathematical Demonſtration, of | 
the Reaſonableneſs of his Injunc- 
tions-. This, Preſumption occaſions 
the violent Attacks that wwe ſee daily 
made upon the Chriſtian Religion, 
which was miraculouſly propagated, 
and, notwithſtanding the ſevereſt 
Perſecutions, ſpread itſelf over the 
Face of the Earth, and has tri- 
uniph 'd theſs ſeventeen Centuries 
over all the Wit, the Malice, and 
the Power of its Oppoſers. This 
#5 ſt Meient to convince a thinking 
Man f its being from God; but 
more eſpecially auben he fanthir con- 


Fan „ ders, that this Religion, for avhich-- | 


Such Numbers have ſhed their Blood" 


15 of calculated to gratify, but to 
At 1 curb 


PRE F A ACE. ;ai 
curb our Paſſions, Ty traches us, 
that aue are not to hope for Happi- 
neſs. on this Side of the Graue, but 
rather to expect Per ſecutions, and 
ſuch. Inconveniencies, as Mankind 
naturally abbors and flies; For if 
in this Life only we have Hope in 
Chriſt, we are of all Men f moſt 
WS 1 Cor. xv. 19. 
25 argue. 1 the. Deift frow 
Ades Writ, avould be uſeleſs, fince 
awe argue from a Principle he de- 
nies; Reaſon is the Standard he 
will try every thing by; be tells you 
be can believe nothing which be 
cannot compre hen by Reaſon, vet, 
let him but alone à while, and be 
ill acknomleuge 4 0 great many 
Things, which are much beyoud the 
Extent of bis Reaſon, as Eternity, 


WI” 2 2 Infinite 
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Infinite Space, Infinite Divifibility 
0 of Matter, &c. He believes be 
exiſts to ſome End; but he nuſt 
5 be beholden to R Ai to "know 
for what End. Why does be be- 
lieus ſome Things implicitly, and 
hy expett the Conviction of his 
Reaſon, before he will give Faith 
to others? Does not this proceed | 
from Arrogance, or an Unwilling- | 
meſs to aſſent to what pill Yay Dim 
voy” 4 Nee Pg b el 


1 * often 4 ſome of theſe ; 
Gentlemen ſay, that the Chriſtian | 
Religion was derogating from the 
Honour of a Supreme Being, and 
that I: was an Abfurdity to imagine = 
God, immenſely Great, can be 
either pleaſed or diſplaaſed with the 
m_ of ſuch — Crea- 
ALeõures 
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tures as we are, and at the ſame 
trme acknowledge. his Wi ays nor only 

mmſc erutable, but that it 1s. impi otis 
to endeavour at prying into the Rea- 
ſons of his Providence, or, aghich is 
the ſame thing, his eternal Decrees. 
Ts not this an Adſurdity 2. Tf his 
Ways are paſt finding out, and it is 
cvimina] to ſearch into them, by 
hat Methods have theſe Gentle- 
men diſcovered that God has no 
Regard to his Creatures, or that 
the allowing Three Perſons and 
One God is derogatory from bis 
Honour, when our Adoration is 
paid to bim with an bumble He- 
| knowledgment of our not compre- 
| bending what he has been pleaſed 
to put beyond the Reach of our finite 

dan ins Rea 1 


"Upon 


xv PREFAGE, 
Upon theſe Gentlemens own Max- 
ems, muſt not a refign d and humble 
Aequieſcence be preferable to an En- * 
quiry, which they own is not only 
Preſumptuous, but infructuous, eſpe- ; 
cially finte their ſole Guide, Reaſon, | 
evil tell. them, that he who. runs 
Ihe leaſt Danger, and purſues that 
_ Courſe,” which may poſſibly (I ſay, 
Advantage, is the moſt rational 
e rg} 


5 th 


EZ nh, 


| + | Let us then ſuppoſe that there is | 
. a Poſſibility of the Chriſtian being | 
| the true Religion; that the Rewards || 
| promiſed, and the. Puniſhments || 
threatend by it, may (poſſibly) ble 
other than human Indention; and 
let the Deiſt-.auſaver me, which 
purſues the moſt reaſonable Courſe, 
ned : Be, 


7 


ae 
: be, or the Chriſtian 5 eſpecially when 
ve conſider, that he has no Hopes of 
an  bereafter,' as God is above re- 
garding our Actions, and conſo- 
quently will neither puniſh nor re- 
ward them? In ſuch caſe, lat us 
ſuppoſe that, by embracing revealed 
| Religion, he is in an Error, he can 
ſuffer nothing in a future Life, and 
poſſibly may Pn an rpg n 
| _ | 


% + eſs Greedy prof 5 
moral Virtues; why do they ow 
from Rapine, Murder, &c.? be- 
cauſe they ſhould break the Bands of 
civil Society, and introduce Anar- 
chy. Very well: But why dont 
they, when they have an Opportu- 
nity to gratify their Paſſions, or 


* their Fortunes, without ſuch 
dread 


xii PR E FAO F. 

dreadful Conſequences,” lay bold on 
the Occaſion ? becauſe. they fear the 
Laws,” and befide value their Cha- 
rafters. But ſuppoſe they can do 
theſe Things without Danger. ow 
Diſcovery © *T15 all one, not for the 
World, they would not 1265 it upon 


their Canſciences, they o¹¹,νj not 


bear the Uneaff neſs of. an inward 
| Reproach. What is this Conſcience 
adi reſtrains them, when, by lay- 
ing bold of an offered Opportunity, 
they might live in State and Aﬀu- 
ence 2 It is an innate Light, by 
which we diſtinguiſh what is good 


and Juſt, from what is the Ange, 


How came wwe by this innate Light? 
It is implanted by God, Did God 
ever do any thing in vain? No. 
Of what Uſe then is this implanted 
Light? T 0 guide our Actions. Why 
ſpould 


rv 
E 5 
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| FREFATKE all” 
* /hould we have any Regard to our 
Actions? 'Tis already anſwered, to 
avoid Confu ufron, which muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be introduced, if once the 
Band of Society is broke. And 
3 what is this to God, who does not 
mind our Actions? Why, nothing 
at all. Then God, of whom yon 
have fo high an Idea, has, awe find, 
implanted this Light to no Purpoſe, 
contrary to your own Maxim, that 
He does nothing in vain. Du are 
afraid ro derogate from Divine 

Majeſty, and yet you do it im a 
moſt flagrant Manner, making him 
1 inconſiſtent, by taking Care to give 
us a Guide of our Actions, when at 
the. ſame time they” are indifferent 10 
him. 0 - 
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But I have heard ſome Deiſts 
avoid this neceſſary Conſequence, by 
frankly owning that Conſcience was 
nothing but a Prejudice of Educa- 
tion, which was not eafily got over; 

_zel profe eſs they awould not, on 2 
Account, do what we Chriſtians call 
an unjuſt Action, tho neither Shame 
nor Puniſhment was to attend it. 
I wonder hom theſe Gentlemen are 
to be charafterized; TI ſhould think 
that Man very weak, who, throughly 
perſuaded that he avas to render no 
Account of his Actions bereafter, 
world let flip any Opportunity of 
gratifying bis reigning Paſſion, 

\ fuppoſ ng he could do it with ſuch 
Secrecy, that neither Shame nor 
Puniſhment could attend it; and 
indeed, I ould be very 2 to in- 
* my Fortune with a Man that 
thinks, 


thinks, if he can avoid Shame and 
Puniſhment in this, has nothing ta 


apprehend from another Life. 


| The Notion of a future Retribus 
tion, if it is an hunian Invention, 
7s of very ancient Date; the Hea- 
theus, long before the W 
bad their Elyſium for the God 
and their Hell for the Wicked - 

This is ſ well known to every 
Schoolboy, that I be Joy uo more 


of 7 it. 


T have obſeiv'd before, that the 
Deiſts pretend to have a much higher 
Idea of God than we have, and tis 
the Fear of affronting his Divine 
Majeſty, which is the grand Obſta- 
cle to their acknowledging Reveal d 
A : . do not they them- 
b 2 ſelves 


« 


ſelves foil 1 this . od „ 
Being of all Beings of two Attri- 
butes, by, denying his having any 
Regard for the Actions of Men, I 
mean, of his Juſtice, and of his 
Mercy © For by their Poſition, they 
have him no room to exerciſe the 
one, or to ſhea the other. 


But het us examine the Tembers 
and Actions of Mankind; let us 
lool into the Courſe of 'he World; 
and then let us, by the Deiſt's Han- 
dard, Reaſon, conclude which is the 
moſt une to it, the Notion of a 
future Retribution, or that of God 
being altogether indifferent as to the 
Actions of Men. Can we reaſona- 
bly | belteve that the Cruel, the Ava- 
5 ricious, the Humane and Charita- 
ble, meet, r Death, the ſame | 
Tate, 
HE 


PREFACE. wt 
Fate, if I may be allow'd the Term; 

and that there is no Difference * 
tcen the Man who ſuffers with 
Patience, Want, and Contempt, for 
the ſake of a good Conſcience, and 
him wha, to gratify his Ambition 
or Covetouſneſs, lays Countries waſte, 
or ruins private Families? Nay, 
1 have we not, in the different Tem- 
pers of Men, Heaven nnd Hell 
lively expreſſed 2. (according to the 
Notion we bave of them) In ſome 
we ſee a Calmmeſo, 4 Beneficence, 
a Sapeetneſs in their Compoſition, 

which captivates our Love, while 
others, by the Harſhbneſs of their 
| Temper, their Selfiſhneſs, Inhuma- 
_ nity, Envy, Malice, and Barbarity 
which they exerciſe on Brutes, and 
would, durſt they, apreck on Men, 
draw on themſelves an univerſal 


Hatred. 
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Hatred. Nit, if there is no future 
Life, theſe are upon the ſame Level ; 
the conſtant Practice of Virtue, the 
ſubduing our Paſſions on the one 
hand, avail us nothing; = on 
the other, if we can avoid the Laws 
of Man, a. licentions Life, Rapine, 
and Murder will paſs with Impu- | 
nity: Is this Doctrine conſonant | 
evith Reaſon Do we not, in the 
Courſe of Life, often ſee the moſt 
Profligate, the moſt Voluptuous, nay, 
the moſt Stupid, enjoy all that their 
Hearts can wiſh, while virtuous 
and knowing Men, who are ſhine- 
ing Lights, are ftruggling with 
every Inconveniency of Life * Can 
de ſee this, and at the ſame time 
acknowledge the Ommniſcience, the 
Jiuſtice and Goodneſs of God, yet 
disbeliewe his having any Regard 


N to 
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0 the Actions of Men, and deny 
future Retribution, which muſt be 
- the Conſequence of this Indifference 
of the Deity, with regard to us? 

I think this is a Conviftion fa 
future State; of Rewards and Pu- 
E Om | 


T he Deiſt will tell you, that ave 
he to worſhip the Deity &: But 
to what End ſhould aue do this, if. 
ave are guided by Reaſon 9 It can- 

not be to obtain his Protection in 
this Life, for wwe are below his 

- Regard ; and to enjoy an happy 
Futurity, or to deprecate future 
Miſery, can be no Reaſon for a 

Deiſt's Adoration, fince he believes 
neither. if he ae T _ his 
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F Chrilianity as old as the Creation. 
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"1 Worſhip proceeds from his Gratitude, 
and that he pays God the Tribute 
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of bis Thanks and Praiſe, as he is 
the Author of his Life, and of all 
the Good be receives, be denies bis 
-Poſrtion of the Deity being regard- 
leſs of our Actions; or acts contrary 
zo the Dictates of his Guide, Reaſon, 
by doing what is to no Purpoſe ; ö 
for his moſt fervent Prayers, moſt | 
humble and grateful Adoration, are 
uſeleſs, if our Actions are below 

the Notice 2 and are 1 o 


God. 05 


I am certam theſe 32 
who boaſt ſo much the Light of 


Reaſon, and at the ſams time are 


propagating, with great Induſtry, 
Doctrines which claſh with it, 


whatever. their Profeſſion is, can 


7 | =” 
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be no Friends to their Pies 
_ which they take a direct Method to 
embroil by eivi! Commotions; for if 
once they os deſtroy the Notion of a 
future State, if they can prevail on 
Men to throw off all Religion; the 
ſureſt Prop of Government, they 
will find their moral Virtues too 
weak a Band to reftrain them, wwhon 
fully perſuaded that thore is no After- 
account, within the Bounds of their 1 
Duty; to prevail on them to reſt eaſ j 
in a galling Subordinati on, or to 
abſtain from perpetrating auy 7 * 
any, *wbich they think may tend to 
the putting « an End to thei? Wants. 
Whe have once thrown off all 
Hopes and Fears of Futurity, aue 
ſpall eafily find Arguments to pal- 
liate the moſt flagitious Crimes; and 
b muſt, or can be the Conf. 
N 0 quence 
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quence, but Rebellion and Confu-' 


fron ? The wanting Man will cry, 
« Was I placed o on Earth to ſtarve, 


© of is it not owing to my own 
 Puſelantmity © God, who does 
not regard our Actions, caunot, | 
for that Reaſon, have injoined 


A 


0 


A 


a 


e me to live in this Penury ana 


an 


. 


Submiſſion to the Great and Rich, 
% who have, by Power ar Policy, 


( uſurp'd upon my Birthright; I | 
* have by Nature an equal Claim | 


A 


to the Earth I inhabit, the Air 


] breathe, and the Water I drink; 
© aohich I only enjoy, becauſe the 


* 


Q 


Rich and Powerful cannot de- 
&« prive me of their Uſe ; or, no 
doubt, they awould alſo make me 
% pay for theſe Elements, as they 
* do for that which they have par- 
0 celled out among themſelves, by 


© cc ſauce . 


« ſucceffive Encroachments of their 


Generations upon thoſe of the 


« Poor? Are they more Men than 


c ewe are; and is not our Subor- 


Aa 


dination, and their ſuperior Rank, 


G4 owing to our OWN mean Submiſ⸗ : 
« fon?” Ts any Reflection more 
natural with neceſſitous Men; and 


can wwe believe, that if once they 
come to this way. of thinking, they 
will proceed no farther ® Overturn 
Religion, and Property is no more. 


The Bold and Daring will ſtop at 


nothing: What ſhould reſtrain him 


from taking the Wife of another, if 
fe pleaſes his Eye, and be knows 
himſelf ſtrong enough to do it; or 


from murdering the Husband, who 


Aa endeavour to defend ber ? In 


word, the Doctrine of theſe Gen- 
. if once imbib d by a Majo- 


c » | 
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rity, muſt neceſſarily introduce the i} 
wildeſt Diſorder ; | wherefore it be- 
comes the Policy of our Superiors, o © f 
endeavour at ſuppreſſing the publick 
Attempts they make from the Preſs } 1 
( poſſebly from latent Defigns) to I: 
gain Proſelytes, eſpecially fince oo \ 


many of thoſe 0n-whom it is incum= | 
bent by their Profeſſion" to. reſume Þ | 
falſe and pernicious Tenets, feemſo |} + 
very indolent in the Diſcharge of | 
', their Duty, and ſo many ready to 
: embrace an Doctrine, which will 
ſuffer their giving a Looſe to their 
Paſſions, eſpecially among the gay 
Young, nay, gay Old and Thought- 
leſs, are already ſo tinctured, that 
they boaſt their Impiety, and make 
rhe pureſt Religion, the Religion | 
_. which their Sovereign has ſworn to 
m the Subjelt of their Con- 
tempt 


= PREFACE. mix 
tent an Laughter. T faid it be- 

cum the Poluy F our Superiors to 
put a Stop 10 this Licentiouſs neſs ; 

vad I faid he Safety of the Govern- 
nent in a great meaſure depends 
apon it, I don't think I ſhould have 
gone too far; for what Onths can 
bind Mem, who can per ſnade them-" 

ſelves Perpury is no Crime ® And 
he cannot think it ſo, wwho believes 
that the Actions of Men are indif- 
ferent to God, and who has conſe- 
quently laid us _ No er 
But, | 


150 1 gn be thought too pro- 

ir, or draw: upon me the Cenſure 
of Self-ſufficiency, I ſpall purſue 
this Subject no farther. As to the 
following Sheets, I muſt leave them 
to Fw Tangent of the Publick : It 


c annot 
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cannot be expe/ted, that I ſhould ſay 
any thing in the Commendation of 
my own Mork; and it would be E 
making the Publick but an ill Com- 
pliment, and ſbe an affected Mo- 
deſty, to depreciate hat I have 
ventured to publiſh; if I did not 
think they would bear reading, I” 

ought not to have ſent them to the 
Preſs. 


I hall only ſay, that however 

this Piece is recetv'd, the Pleaſure 
afforded me in the contemplating the 
Divine Mercy, is a full Compenſa- 
tion for the Pains this Traft » 
me in the writing. 


0 The Hymn which I have ſub- 
Joined, may not improperly be called 
4 aCento; it is little more than a 


= | 
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Compilation: I have made free both 
with inſpired and prophane Writers, 


by throwing together ſome Part of 
3 their Thoughts, which were adapted 
to my Subject, the Praiſe of the 

Almighty. I hope this avill not be 


an Objeftion ; for whoever conſiders 


the Almighty is the Theme, he will 


own, that if all Mankind joined 
their natural and improved Talents 


to ſet forth his Praiſe, yet muſt the 
Production fall immenſly ſhort f 


the Subject. 


THE 


i 


THE 
Indulgent F Father. | 


. UR Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, 


that-they ought, at all times, 
of whatever Crimes they may have been 
guilty, to have Recourſe to God, with 


a full Confidence in his Mercy: Where- 
fore the Scribes and - Phariſees, being 
ſcandaliz'd at that Tenderneſs with which 


he treated Sinners, he juſtifies his N- 

by the Parable of the Prodigal Son; 

Parable, which however plain and Ra 
OED © ple 


ſeems, chiefly, to endeavour 
at the making Men ſenſible, 


{ 
} 


2 The Tndulgent Father. 


* it may appear, furniſhes us with ſuch 
a Fund of Reflections, that we cannot 
meditate upon it, without N. truly 


ſenſible of its F orce. 


LUKE x xv. Ver. [1, 12. 


A certain Man had two Sons : . 
And the younger of them ſaid 
to bis Father, &c. 


Ir is che younger Son - who is. here 
mentioned, and who withdraws from 
his Father's Houſe; as it 1s, moſt com- 
monly, the youngeſt, who are oftneſt 
guilty of Errors. In Youth Reaſon is 
weak, and our Paſſions ſtrong 3 we are, 
by the Dint of our Ignorance, vain of 

our Knowledge; the Opinion we have 
of our own Judgment, makes the Advice 
of wiſer and older Men. irkſome, and, as. 
we think, impertinent; we have an Ab- 
Horrence to all Reſtraint, - and we look 
- upon a Father as a troubleſome Cenſor, 
an Enemy to our Liberty, who being 
himſelf paſt 2 Pleaſure, envies us 
the 


t 
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| the Enjoyment of what he can no longer 


urſue : It is to this, to their Paſſions 
being damp'd by Age, that we attribute 
the Contempt which the Wile and Aged 
have for the Phantoms we are ſo fond of, 
and not to the genuine Reaſon, viz. their 
having diſcovered the Vanity of them. 
Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity, ſays the 
wiſeſt of Mortals; but we are clearer 
fighted, flatter ourſelyes we ſhall find it 


otherwiſe, and prove more ſucceſsful in 


our Puriuit. ' 


II. is from ſuch Principles that an 


unnatural Son forgets God his Father; ; 
forgets 5 from the very Inſtant he be- 
to have a ſufficient Strength of 
Reaſon to know him; at the very Time 
that the Endeavours of a paternal Provi- 
de ce are moſt earneſt and ſolicitous; 
hen the heavenly Father would take 


| Advantage of an Age moſt ſuſceptible of 


Good or Evil; It is then that the Al- 
mighty employs every Moment for our 
Salvation, that he ſteps in, and, before 
the wicked World has made any deep 
Impreſſion, omits nothing to poſſeſs a 

Þ 2 g Soul 
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Soul amiable thro' its Innocence: Daily 
he excites, ſupports, raiſes,. intimidates, 
mollifies it by his divine Grace, and 
watches over it with the tender and vigi- 
lant Eyes of a compaſſionate Father. But 
alas ! our inveterate Enemy, the World, 
is aſſiduous; it flatters our Paſſions ;z we 


liſten to the Syren's Song, and we grow 
in Love with Deſtruction, Three Ene- 
mies unite their Forces againſbyhe Frailty 


of our Nature; the' Devil tempts, the 
Fleſh attacks, and the World by Example 
authorizes. © Am TI ſingular in follow- 
te ing the Dictates of Nature; or rather, 
e Am I not particular in endeavouring to 
_ « ſilence thoſe Paſſions, which certainly 
'« cannot be criminal, as they are natu- 
te ral; it is queſtioning the Goodneſs of 
God, to imagine that he would make 
7 them inſeparable to my Nature, to be 
« a daily Temptation'in my Way, ſupe- 
< rior to the Strength he has given me 
« of reſiſting?” Youth and Wiſdom 
are incompatible, Example is prevalent, 
we are artful in deceiving ourſelves, and 
pleaſed with any ſpecious Arguments, 
which flatter our Inclinations ; we make 

but 
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„but faint Efforts, and ſuffer ourſelves to 
be carried AWay with the Torrent. 


Huber, give me the Portion of 
Goods that falletb to me. V.12. 


A x E not here the een of the 
Son, and the Condeſcenſion of the Father, 


equally ſurprizing! What Folly in the 
Son! What an Affront to the Father! 


Without the leaſt Cauſe for Diſtaſte, he 
will leave an indulgent Parent: How 


can he palliate this Demand, and not 


accuſe himſelf of Indiſcretion ? He can- 


| not keys yas, of his Father 3; but he is 


uh he Spende pon "oy own Prudence 


making a conſpicyous Figure: He either 
did not believe the Dangers to which 
Youth is expoſed, as great as experienced 
Age had repreſented them, or thought 
himſelf able to ſurmount them. 


Turs is exactly the Caſe of moſt Men: 


The Portion ren to Man by God, is 


Free- 
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Free-will and Reaſon ;- while theſe are i 

under the Direction of the Almighty; al! 
goes well, and he is governed by the Law | 
and Faith: but Man beginning to think 


this Dependence irkſome, is for throw- | 
ing off the Yoke, and being his own | 


Governor. God, ſays he, has given me 


Free-will, and Reaſon to guide it ; where- 


fore I will act without Controul; and 


thus diveſts himſelf of both the Law and 
Faith. Can a greater Contempt be ſhewn, 


or can there be a more flagrant Revolt? 


However, the Condeſcenſion of our 


heavenly and tender Father is ſo great, 


that he will uſe no Reſtraint; either that 
a conſtrain'd Service is diſpleaſing to him, 
that he has ſome Regard to the Free- will 
of Man, and will leave him the Merit 
of his Return; or, that he foreſees the 
*Sinner will one Day be oblig'd to acknow- 
ledge (as convinc'd of) the Nothingneſs 
of thoſe Things, on which he has ſer his 


Heart. God notwithſtanding does not 


deſiſt from doing what is neceſſary to re- 
rain him; but he will break looſe. 


And 
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we not many Days after, * 
took bis Journey into a far 


Gy Ver. 13. 5 


ms ley one would think, ſhould 
be a very great Shock to the Son; he 
leaves an affectionate, indulgent Father, 


whoſe Tears expreſs his Apprehenſions 
and Tenderneſs, who already bewails him 


as a loſt Child, and ſorrows over him, as 
taking the laſt Embrace; who preſſes 


him to his Boſom, bleſſes him, and with 


interrupting Sighs ſobs out a fad Adieu 
from an over-charged Heart. — At any 
other time this moving Grief of his fond 


Parent would have been inſupportable to 


him; but his irregular Paſſions harden 
his Heart ; his Mind is taken up with 
the near Proſpect of (alas!) imaginary 
Pleaſures; theſe blind him to the Tears 
of his foreboding Parent; theſe ſtop his 
Ears to his Sighs ; theſe make him ſuffer, 
with Impatience, the tender Tranſports 


of his affectionate Grief; theſe, in a word, 


baniſh Nature, and make him inſenſible 
„ „ 


s The: Tudulgent Father. 
to every thing, but what may contribute 
to the Lind of his Paſſions, 


8 is * Sinner led away by the 
Object of his Deſires, which makes him 
deaf to the Admonitions of his Reaſon, 


and fly from the Call of Grace, Were 


the Mask taken off; could he recover the 
Uſe of his Eyes, and ſer what a Nothing 


he purſues, | what a real Good he fore- 


goes; could he be made ſenſible of the 
Tenderneſs of his heavenly Father, who 
would turn him from the Paths of Death, 
and wooes him to Happineſs, he would 
be aſtoniſhed and confounded at his own 
ü - 


3 


Tar Prodigal goes far ſtant from his 
Father, that his Sight may be no Check 
upon his Riots; that he may have a full 
and uninterrupted Swing, and give an 
intire Looſe to his Paſſions, which he is 
reſolv'd to gratify. In like manner, the 
Sinner induftriouſly avoids every thing, 
that may recal God to his Mind; he 


gets as far from, and thinks as little of 


him, as poſſible; he no o loager frequents 
his 
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his Houſe ; he neglects his private as well 


as publick Worſhip, and ſhuns thoſe 
whoſe Regularity may reproach his Folly, 


and awaken in him that Senſe of his 


Duty which he is endeavouring to get 


the better of, that he may not be diſqui- 


eted in his Purſuits, or have his Plea- 
ſures embitter'd with the Stings _ Re- 


morſe of Conſcience. 


E xz any reaſonably imagine the Pro- 


digal, while he had wherewithal to carry 


on his Debauchery, never thought of 
FE his anxious Father; or if he did, that it 


was only to reflect upon his Auſterity, 
and to ridicule his Frugality: This, this 
is the Conſequence of Libertiniſm, How 


many Men paſs whole Vears in a conti- 
nued Courſe of Sin, without once think- 


ing upon their Creator, or ever making 


Mention of his Name, if not to profane 


it; or to turn into Ridicule, what is moſt 


ſacred, and thus fill. up the Meaſure of 
their Iniquity, and cut off all Hopes of 


a Return! ! 


„ And 


3 
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And there waſted his Subſtance 
with riotous Lining: Ver. 1s 


N 0 Conſequence can be more natural; 
Debauchery is the Mother of Want, as 
it is an inexhauſtible Source of Demands 
ſufficient to drain the faireſt Patrimonies: 
How often is the Care and Labour of a 
3 whole Life lavith'd away in a 
ery ſmall Time by a riotous Son? and 
how frequently do we ſee Fathers toiling 
Night and -Day, denying themſelves ne- 
ceſſary Reſt; nay, ſome, neceſſary Food 
and Raiment, to leave an extravagant 
Son, as many Years of bitter Reflection 
for momentary Pleafures ; which, how- 
ever, he thought cheaply purchaſed with 
his whole Fortune] Could the Departed 
ſee what paſles here on Earth, and were 
ſtill ſubject to Paſſions, what an inex- 
preſſible Griet would ſuch a Parent be 
ſenſible of? 


IF then our Lord, in the Parable of 


Talents, ſeems to intimate that he felt a 
Plea- 


The Indulgent Father. 11 
Pleaſure in the Improvement made by 
the diligent Servant, can we imagine that 
he ſees with Unconcern that Grace neg- 
lected, nay contemptnouſly rejected, which 
was Us Purchaſe of his moſt precious 
Blood. | Lon — 


How engaging is the Behaviour of the 
Father in this Parable! He ſees his Son's 
Ingratitude, by his Deſire of leaving him, 
without abating any thing of his Ten- 
derneſs; he does not let drop a paſſionate 
Expreſſion; we hear of no Reproaches, 
nor does he puniſh his obſtinate Folly, 
by cutting him off from that Part of his 
Eſtate which he requeſted, and by re- 
watging | the filial Duty of the prudent 
elder Son at the Expence of the chought- 
leſs Prodigal; nay, when he had receiy'd 
his Portion, as his Father foreſaw: the 
| Conſequence, he cheriſhed Hopes of his 
returning to his Duty, and of being ſenſi- 
ble of his paternal Tenderneſs, when he 
ſhould diſcover the Emptineſs of his 
darling Pleaſures, and when the Effects 
of his Riot ſhould make him capable of 

> © Re- 
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2 The Indulgent Father. 
Reflection, which could not but be at- 
tended with Repentance. 


H o w juſtly, O Almighty Being of Be- 
ings! how juſtly art thou here figured to us? 
ho patiently doſt thou wait, how ten- 

derly doſt thou wooe our Return, when 
we have ſtray'd from the Paths of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Life? The Tenderneſs of 
the Father diſarms the affronted Majeſty 
of the God, and ſtops the Bolt which 
our Crimes have merited. Thou knoweſt 
our Frailties, O God, and compaſſion- 
ateſt our Weakneſs; thou haſt form'd us 
of Earth, and it is no Wonder if we have 
a Propenſity to what is earthly, and that 
the Soul thus clogg'd, finds it difficult to 
riſe aloft, and contemplate what is ſpiri- 

tual: It is true, thou couldſt have refind Þ 
this Clay, thou couldſt have made us 'Þ 
too ſtrong for Temptation ; but then, | 
where had been our Merit, where thy 
paternal Pity ! | Free-will had not been 
allow'd us, and we had been no more 
than Machines, acting from an exterior 
Impulſe, and e could have been 
im- 
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The Indulgent Father. 13 
imputed to us: But thou haſt ſet Good 
and Evil before us; thou haſt given us 
Reaſon to determine our Choice, and 
art ever preſent to ſtrengthen our Endea- 
vours, to ſupport us againſt Temptation; 
if we chuſe the Ways of Life, thou art 
at hand to guide us, and we have the 
Reward of our Choice: In a word, Thou 
art the tender Father, who not only par- 
doneſt our deviating, but reſtoreſt us to 
the Dignity of Children, when we return, 
acknowledge, and n. our Follies. 


And when 1 had PEI” all, there 
aroſe a mighty Famine in that 
Land, and be began to want, 
+ YEE Lbs: - | 


HxRE the unhappy Fugitive begins to 
be acquainted with what was unknown 
to him in his Father's Houſe, and of 
which he, ignorantly, went in Search. 
While his Money laſted, Pleaſure drew 
a Veil over Want; Riot and Debauchery 
would admit of no Reflections upon the 
Con- 


14 The Indulgent Father. 


0 onſequence of his Cour ſe of Life, and ; | 
he inſenſibly became a Prey to Penury, | 


before he had ever heard it mention'd, 


Trvs, whoever departs from God in 


the vain Search of Happineſs, will find | 


themſelves deceiv'd, and that they really 
quit its Source, to ſeek it where it is not 
to be found ; for it is in God alone, and 


He alone is the Fountain of all Bliſs, | 


Such an one, will, like the Prodigal, be 
brought to a Sight of his Folly by his 
Miſery, which ever waits upon Sin and 
* 


ſe 


\ 


IT I certain, the World wears an al- 


luring Mask, and makes us flattering Pro- 


miſes; but then all is but Wind and Va- 
pour; we find nothing real, and I am 
ſatisfied, that no One has ever yet ex- 
perienced the uninterrupted Fruition of 
what he has moſt ardenily wiſh'd, 

ſwer the Ideas of Pleaſure, with which 


he had amuſed himſelf: — Beſide, how 


ſoon are we cloy'd? how immediately 
docs chat become irkſome, which we 


have 


\ 
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have hazar ed our Salvation to. pur- 


InzD,. true and perfect Happineſs 
is not to be expected on this Side the 
Grave; and what is known of it here, 
15 only by thoſe who are conſcious of 
having perform'd their Duty, and acted 
up to the Dignity of the Image of the 
Almighty ſtamp'd upon their Souls. 


Bor the Vicious, who tells you he pur- 
ſues his Happineſs, is intirely a Stranger 
to the Object of his Purſuit; how many 
bitter Reflections break in upon him; 
how many Diſappointments, how many 
Dangers, accompany him, daſh with 
Gall, and take off the promiſed Sweet- 
neſs! And how often does this vain 
Purſuit haſten us to the Grave, and make 
us Martyrs, or by living in the Contempt 
of the World, Examples of Debauchery, 
as ſuffered to drag a wretched Life to be 
a Warning to others! Infirmity and Want 
are the Conſequences of head-ſtrong 
Folly. 
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And he Went and na bimſal 
190 a Citizey, of that Country ; 
and he ſent him into his Fields 
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War a cruel Fall! from Luxury, 

from being flatter'd and careſs'd, to Want 

and ode! nay, to the moſt vile Em- 
ployment of a Slave, to the attending 

upon the moſt filthy of Animals! How 

can this Employ be reliſh'd by one, who 

could not ſuffer the Injunctions of a ten- 

7 der Father, nor be eaſy till he had with- 


drawn himſelf from his. Authority ! How 
different are the Commands of a Parent 
and a Maſter! The former conſults the 
Child's Good, his Advantage, and what 
may tend to his Profit only. The latter 
has no other View, than that of his own 
Intereſt, which makes him Cruel and 


Deſpotick. 


HERR we have a Sinner ſhadowed out 
to us, who thinks the Reſtrictions of the 
| Law 


4 
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The Indulgent Father. iy 
Law an intolerable Severity; he is uneaſy 
under the Reſtraint ;' he cannot ſubmit tg 
ſuch cruel Conditions; God impoſes upon 
him, what it is impoſlible for Fleſh and 


Blood to comply with ; he will therefore 


break off this Yoke, and, as the Prodigal 


thought, enjoy his Liberty; but, like him, 


becomes a Slave, and feeds Swine, that is, 
indulges his Paſſions: But he is not a Slave 
to one Maſter only, as the Prodigal is ſaid 
to have been, but to as many inordinate 
Deſires as torment him, and to ſuch Per- 
ſons as theſe ſhall again ſubje& him. If 
his predominant Paſſion is Impurity, how 
obſequiouſly does he ſubmit to the impe- 
rious Commands of a haughty Woman, 
who knows her own Power, and his 
Weakneſs? Nay, he is moreover ſubject 
to the Confidants, and a Slave to the. 


Fears of being diſcover'd by a jealous 
Husband, or a revengeful Brother. How 


miſerable is that Woman, whoſe Paſſion 
has ſtain'd her Honour, and who is be- 
come a Slave to her Servants, whoſe: 
Smiles ſhe muſt court and purchaſe, 


whoſe Inſolence ſhe muſt bear with, and 
D whoſe 


— — 


- 
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18 The Indulgent Father. 

whoſe Secrecy ſhe apprehends! What In- 
dependence has ſuch an one gain'd by a 
boaſted Liberty? If Ambition engroſſes 


the Man, at how dear a Rate does he 


purchaſe Power and Titles? What mean, 
what baſe Submiſſions does he make to, 


perhaps, the Perſons he hates and de- 


ſpiſes? How does he watch the Looks 
of his Patron, ſtudy to be uſeful to him, 


or to be ſerviceable to his Pleaſures ; what 


Incenſe does he not offer; what Slights, 
what Affronts is he not ſeemingly blind 


to, _— with a ſubmiſſive Cringe? 


He makes his Court to every thing about 
the Man in Power ; his Servants, nay, the 
meaneſt of them, he will careſs, (tho 
himſelf nobly born) talk familiarly with 
them, treat them as his Equals, and even 
play the Sycophant to them: Nay, he 


will flatter his Beaſts, and be the humble 
Servant*f a Monkey, or a Spaniel. If 


the Love of Money engroſſes him, how 


cruel does he become even to himſelf : 


| how unjuſt to others? Avarice is the 
Antitheſis to Juſtice : He is a Slave to the 


tormenting Paſſion of accumulating, and 


this 
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The Indulgent Father. 19 
this Curſe makes him the Curſe even of 
his Children ; he is deſpis'd by all who 
know him ; as he values no one, ſo he is 
valued by none; and as his avaricious 
Temper makes him prey upon, all the 
World, ſo all the World endeavours to 
prey upon him: little Scruple is made of 
cheating him; and if he complains, his 
Misfortunes are the Diverſion of thoſe 
from whom he expects Pity. But the 
. Curſes and Hatred which attend his Co- 
vetouſneſs, are not all; he loſes one of | 
the greateſt Pleaſures of Life, which ne- 
ver fails of being rewarded with thoſe 
which are eternal; I mean, the inexpreſ- 
ſible Satisfaction the Humane and, Cha- 
ritable are ſenſible of in having reliev'd 
the Neceſſitous. Could the covetous 
Man be ſenſible of the inward Joy found 
in Actions of Mercy, he would employ 
his Store in the purchaſing a Pleaſure, 
which exceeds every other this World 
can afford us, even were it not attended 
by any Reward hereafter. Unhappy 
Wretches ! who make a God of Money; 
for whom do ye puniſh yourſelves? Who 
TW'2 will 
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will reap the Advantage of your denying 
your ſelves common Neceſſaries, and of 
your defrauding the Poor ? For, remem- 
ber, ye are no more than Stewards, whom 

the Almighty will call to ſevere Account. 
For whom do you pawn your Souls? 
Can you fay who will inherit the Hoards 
you gather, and for which you pay, and 
will pay ſo very dearly ? If they deſcend 


to a Son, how long may they continue in 


| his Family? may he not be as laviſh as 
you are miſerable? may he not be cheated 


and beggared by unjuſt Guardians? Is it 


not probable, from daily Experience, that 


all you have been ſo anxious for, may be 


ſoon diſſipated ? Male parta, male dilabun- 
tur. But let us ſuppoſe you have a Suc- 
ceſſion of prudent Men, will their Eaſe 
in this World compenſate your Pains in 
the next ? Reflections however are vain; 

Reaſon has no Weight; where Avarice 


has once taken deep Root in the Heart, 


and without a ſpe ial Grace, there are no 
Hopes that the fovetous Man can ever 
be brought to have Compaſſion on him- 
ſelf; Gold quiets his Conſcience ; Gold 


covers 


The Indulgent Father. 21 
covers Contempt; Gold makes him faſt, 
and bear the Inclemencies of the Wea- 

ther with Patience ; Gold rhakes. him 

deaf to_Admonition, inſenſible of his 
Danger, and ſuffer what, if impoſed upon 
him, he would think an intolerable Pu- 
niſhment. 


 Tavs, O Benign God! haſt thou mixt 
Bitterneſs with all our fancy'd Pleaſures, 
that we may be convinc'd there is no 
Happineſs, no real Peace, no ſolid Con- 
tent, to be found, but in Thee Alone: 
Thou, alone, art the Fulneſs of Joy; 
with Thee are Treaſures inexhauſtible, 
ſuch as we can never be depriv'd of, 
which are ſubject to no Injuries of Time, 
and ſuch as will never cloy ; with Thee 
everlaſting and unallay'd Pleaſure, 


And FEI he came to uin fl he 
I &c. Ver. 17. 


Tux Prodigal, conſidering what he 
had deſpiſed, and the Condition his Folly b 
had brought him into, begins to rumi- 

nate 


f 


2 The Indulgent Father. 
nate on the Difference between the plen- 
tiful Table of a Father, where the Ser- 
vants paid him due Reſpect, and were 

always ready to obey him, and the miſer- 
able Pittance of a Slave, who muſt be 
| ſubje& to the imperious Commpnds of af: 
haughty Maſter. + 


11 we may ſay, is the Mi- 
croſcope of Reaſon, which clearly diſco- 
vers to us what is Good, and Eligible; 
what Evil, and Deteſtable; and is con- 
ſequently the firſt Motive to Repentance. 
When we have call'd to mind the inward 
Peace, the Calm, which is the Fruit of 
our Innocence and Obedience, the Mild- 
neſs of what is impoſed upon us, for our 
own Good, and compare it with the Re- 
morſe of Conſcience, which is inſepa- 
rable to the Wicked; the many Inconve- 
niencies and Dangers to which our Paſ- 
fions expoſe us; the conſtant Guard we 
are oblig'd to have upon our Words and 
Actions, to... prevent the ſharp- ſighted 
World coming to the Knowledge of what 
1t is for Our Intereſt and Character to 
: Fe keep 
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keep conceal'd; ; the daily Anxieties and 
Troubles, the Pains and Sickneſs which 
attend an unjuſt or an irregular | Life; 


when, I ſay, we come once to reflect on 


| the vaſt Difference, it muſt awaken our 
f Reaſon, and Reaſon will never fail of 


guiding us into the Paths of Repentance. 
When our Miſeries have ſtirred us up to 
Reflection, and that has introduc'd this 


Ray of the Divinity, it enlightens our 


Minds, ſhews the Baſeneſs of our Slavery, 
the Meanneſs of our Submiſſion to ſuch 
. makes us ſenſible of the Vanity 
of our promiſed Reward of Pleaſure and 
Happineſs, and raiſes a Bluſh when we 
think on our Weakneſs in ſuffering our- 


ſelves to be impos'd upon by our Paſſions 


ſo far, as to have given up the Subſtance 


to graſp at the Shadow: it rouzes in us 
a noble and generous Contempt of our 


former Meanneſs, we are aſham'd of the 
frivolous Amuſements we had once pur- 


ſu'd with ſuch Eagerneſs, we have a Diſ- 
taſte for all Irregularity, and we naturally 
ask ourſelves if we were brought into the 


World to live the ſenſual Life of Beaſts, 


and 
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and whether there can be either God or 
Heaven for him who thinks of neither. 


Ho many hired Servants of my 
Father's have Bread enough, 
and to ſpare, and I periſh 
' with Hunger? 


; As I have faid, the Ws of the Pro- 
digal awakening his Reflections, he com- 
pares his preſent Circumſt inces with 
thoſe of, even, his Father's Servants ; 
e How far happier are my Father's Do- 
* meſticks than I, who am his Son, for 
« whom he ever . a paternal F ond- 
<« neſs! they have what is ſufficient, nay, 
“more than ſufficient, to ſatisfy Nature, 
« while I am here periſhing with Want!“ 
Thus, how naturalis it with the Sinner 
to refle& how much happier are they, to 
whom God has given inferior Talents, 
and to whom he has deny'd the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life, if not gained by their La- 
bour; for ſuch, having Confidence in 
Him, fleep ſecure and ſound, have no 
Diſquict of Mind, truſt to\his Mercy for 
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a Proviſion in this Life, and depend on 
it to reward their Probity in the next: 
how much happier, I ſay, than I, to 
whom he Has given a large Share of 
Senſe, and on whom he has, with a libe- 
ral Hand, beſtow'd every Thing I could 
with ; but who, by making an ill Uſe 


_ of theſe Bleſſings, and inſtead of im- 
proving them to my Salvation, have 
turn'd thetn into Curſes, and made them 


the Inſtruments of my Perdition ! What 
Anguiſh do I feel; what Terrors haunt 
me! how can I ſee that indulgent God, 
and not ſtand ſelf-condemn'd ? What can 


do I dread the making up my Accounts 
before that juſt, yet ſevere Maſter ? This 
muſt be; a Day of Reckoning will come 
on; there is no Subterfuge ; no Evaſion 


I Toe what Excuſe can I offer? how 


will be of uſe to me before the all- ſeeing 


Judge: But he is merciful z he wills nor 


the Death/ of a Sinner; - bis Arms are 
open to the Penitent : I will therefore 


begin this Moment he allows me, to 
fly to that Merey, as the Sanctuary to 
skreen me from his Juſtice; and with the 


5 Prodigal. | - —- 
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: 11a Gleam of Hope, which . in 
upon his juſt Fears; the Reflection upon 
the infinite Mercy and Tenderneſs of his 
Ged, compleats the Repentance of the 
late diſſolute Sinner; he calls to mind his 
patient Forbearance; he conſiders, on 
the one hand, the Power, the unbounded 
Power, of the offended Deity; and on 
the other, the Offences he had been 
guilty of, in Defiance ef his Omnipo- 
tence ; and from hence, he is encourag'd 
to put his Truſt in his Cqmpaſſion, and 
to have ſome Confidence, that he has 
ſpar d him hitherto, that he might have 
Opportunity to return to his Duty, and 
experience his Clemency. In that Fa- 
ther, whom he has alone offended; in 
Him, the Prodigal alone places all his 
Hopes; thoſe falſe Friends, who had 
borne a Share in his Debaucheries, who 
1 made an Advantage of his irregular 


2 Courſe 
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Cours of Life, are not 'mention'd ; 'he 
will not addreſs himſelf to fuch Men, 
who often condemn the Actions which 
they have themſelves encourag'd, and put 
us upon, and ever change their Temper 
and Behaviour with an Alteration of For- 
| tune. We may ſuppoſe he had, before 
be was reduc'd to ſo great Miſery, been 
convinc'd of their Inhumanity and Falſe- 
|) hood: No, He will go to his Father, 
| he has often experienced his Goodneſs, 
| and reaſonably concludes, that his Sub- 
miſſion will efface his Rebellion. A- 
« mong Nominal Friends I deer of 
« Succour, my Miſery will make them 
pride themſelves in their own prudent 
« 'Qeconomy, and I muſt expect nothing 
« from them but ſhocking Compariſons, 
« cruel Reflections, and bitter Reproaches: 
« My Father, the very Name ſpeaks 
an « Comfort, has a Fund of Compaſſion, 


N « which my obſtinate F olly has hot 
4 « drain'd; Nature, with him, will plead 
| « in my Behalf, and he will think my 
* Sufferings a ſufficient Puniſhment for 


« my Fault.“ Thus, tho' the Almighty 
75 Es threatens + 
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threatens our Sins with eternal Fire, yet 
is he much more ready to obliterate our 
Crimes, than to puniſh them; and, if I 
may be allow'd the Expreſſion, fears 
more our falling under the Rod of his 
Juſtice, than we . ppmtheaſir for 
ourſelves. {al Dunn ver 


And will fo 5 y ; <4 him, Father, 
1 have finned againſt Heaven, 
and e, thee. Ver. 18. 


85 * 
b 7 Bu - whos can ſo profligate a Son 
<« ſay to his Father after a continued 
« Courſe of Debauchery ! 1 will fay all 
« that the moſt mortify'd Wretch can 
imagine, all that the moſt fincere and 
«© penetrating Grief can ſuggeſt. If my 
cc Faults. have laid Nature aſleep, I will 
« endeavour to awaken jt by recalling to 
« his Mind, that he is my Father, tho' 
« T have juſtly forfeited the Title/of a 
Son, and reminding him of that pater- 
nal Goodneſs, which I have fo vilely 
« abus'd, I will fall at his Feet; embrace 
« his Knees; not endeavour at extenu- 
77 ating 
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« ating my Crime, but make an inge- 
« nuous Confeflion of my. Guilt: I will 
« neither alledge the Violence. of my 
ce Paſſions, the Inconſiderateneſs of Youth, 
the Frailty of Man in general, the Ef- 
« fect of ill Company, nor Force of Ex- 
e ample: No, Iam ſenſible that I am 
e inexcuſable, that I have ſinned with 
t my Eyes open, that my Father fore- 
* ſaw and foretold my Miſery, which I 


% am now too ſenfible of, and frivolous 
*« Excuſes would but aggravate my Crime, 


10 "PF inking I can impoſe upon his good 
| e, or that I can owe my Pardon to 
« any thing but his Compaſſion. I have 
$6 finned, and it is alone from a frank Ac- 
« « knowledgment that I can hope his Pity, 
« and prevent his Reproaches, which 
© however ſevere, can never equal thoſe 
* my own: Conſcience,” It is thus the 
Contrite humbles himſelf before his God, 


he acknowledges his Sins, and hopes for 


Mercy ; and who can deſpair, that, fin- 
cerely repenting, flies to e; Com- 
paſſion! ? 


— co — — —— ” 7. — 
- ——— * — IIS A * 


, —-.fä—' er os 1 


1 
| 
iq 
I, 
! 


30 7 ho Indlgent Huber. 


1-24, Ant D's | 
1 7 bbs een ag — 
a fp _ and bifore thee. 208 er. 18. 
227%) 10 21 145153? 14 * 


| The 


iy HAVE, fays the Prodigal, ſinned 
againſt Nesben, which Has enjoined me 
o pay You a filial Duty; and in this, I 
have particularly ſinned againſt You, the 
beſt of Fathers, from whom J have re- 


ceived ſo many Marks of Concern and 


*Fenderneſs; whoſe Fondneſs fear'd me, 
and whoſe Care protected And provided 


for me, till T was of an Age to ſhew my 


Ingratitude, and, in Return for your In- 
dulgence, ckrow off all Duty abd Re- 
ſpect: Vet, yet did you continue to look 
upon me with an Eye of Pity ; yet had 
you a Fund 'of Compaſſion' to pour out 
upon this wilful, this ſelf-ſufficienrWretch: 
How warmly did you adviſe my laying 
aſide the Thoughts which my Folly had 
ſuggeſted! how earneſtly did you preſs 
my Stay! how wiſely, how truly did you 


| foreſee and repreſent to me the Miſeries, 


which my head- ſtrong Paſſions were hur- 


rying me into ! and how tenderly, at my 
| ſet- 


ſetting out, aia you tarhent* me as a loſt 
Child! Surely that Wiſdom, which could 
* fo well tell me the Conſequences of my 
Obſtinaey, could not but foreſee my Re- 
pentance ; and that Father; "which be- 
wailed the Calamities I was running into, 
cannot but have ſome Commileration for 
me, now, that they have made me ah 
Object of che greateſt Compafſion, and 
an Example of the moſt ſincere Peni- 
tence! That Patience, which oppos'd 
Reaſon alone to irregular and fond De- 
fires, which did nor reproach my want 
of Gratirude, certainly is ſufficiept tp 
expect my Return: but, alas! the Foun- 
dation, the Ground of my Hope, is alſo 
chat of my Confufion ; the more tender 
he is, the greater is my Guilt, and his 
Exceſs of Clemency cafts upon me, un- 
grateful Wrerch! an indelible Stain. Alas, 
my God, how exactly is this my Caſe ! 
What black Ingratitude have I not been 
guilty of in Return to numberleſs Mer- 
cies! how often haſt thou, by thy Grace, 
laid before me the End of thoſe Ways 
which I fondly choſe, and which I am 
now 
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now ſenſible lead to endleſs Miſery! how 
deaf have I been to all thy Calls! how 
have I wilfully ſhur my Eyes, and run 
into the Paths of Deſtruction, and with 
what Patience haſt thou borne with my 
obſtinate Rebellion! All I could do could 
not provoke thee to deſtroy. I acknow- 
ledge, O my God, with ſincere Contci- 
tion and Confuſion of F ace, I acknow- 


ledge that I have. ſinned againſt thee, and 


ſtand ſelf- condemned; I have no Plea, 


no Excuſe, no extenuating Allegation; I 


throw myſelf entirely upon thy Mercy ; ; 
if thou rejecteſt me, I am miſerable in- 
deed ! Vet muſt I own thy Juſtice ; but 
the Experience of thy Long-ſuffering 


rang ary Aſſurance ſhall find Mercy. 


I have finned, but it is alone, my God, 
againſt thee, which leaves me till Hopes 
of Pardon; had it been againſt an earthly 
Prince, a Man, ſubje& to human Frail- 
| ties, with him, I might reaſonably deſpair, 
not ohly for myſelf, but for my innocent 
Family; and my Treaſon would entail 
Want and Infamy on my hapleſs Poſte- 


= rity. How amazing is it, O my God! 


that 
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that Man can ſee thee daily affronted, 


ſee thy Laws trampled under Foot, and 


does not even ſet a Mark of Infamy on 
the Rebel to eternal Majeſty ; yet, at the 


! ſame time, ſtigmatizes a Generation, as 
long as it ſhall continue, deprives it of 
{ Honour and Eſtate for taking Arms 
| againſt thy Vicegerent.! But moſt Princes 
| are leſs anxious for thy Glory, than their 

| own Intereſt! ſuch as, perhaps, without 


Emotion, may hear thy Power moſt ſtu- 


| pidly transferred to Atoms, will not ſuf- 
fer their own to be call'd in queſtion. . 


T have fnned ; Whom have I offended ? 
that tremendous BEIN G, whoſe Fiat as 
it made, ſo can it annihilate the Uni- 
verſe, and, before whom I muſt ſingly 
and perſonally appear, to give an Account 
of every Word and Action. What Stu- 
pidity ! what Temerity ! BE 


I have ſinned ; J have, by ſo doing, 


grieved that tender Father, who has not 
only given me Life, but the Neceſlaries to 


ſupport it, and has protected me againſt 
TE | WE 
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the numberleſs Accidents which I have 
ſeen cut ſhort the Lives of others by a 
ſudden Death, that has not allow'd Time 
for Penitence. _— : 
1 * | 

I have Anned againſt that God, who 
tenderly courts me to Happineſs, whoſe 
Mercies are as unlimited as his Power, 
and whoſe Compaſſion is more ready to 
pardon, than we are to repent. What 
Ingratitude ! what Cruelty to myſelf! 


I have ſinned, and I acknowledge, O my 
God, that I deſerve Puniſhment; thou 
canſt inflict it, but on whom? On a Son, 
who throws himſelf into the Arms of thy 
Mercy; on a Criminal, who ſeeks his 
Aſyle in the Compaſſion of his judge; 
on an Immortal Soul created, eternally, 
to love and adore thee! The Mercies ! 
have already experienced muſt be infi— 
nite, as thou art infinite; for thou art 
Mercy itſelf, as thou art alone Wiſdom: 
That Compaſſion, which has ſo often 
ſtopp'd the ſevere Hand of Juſtice, and 
; PR, notwithſtanding my numberleſs 
e Of- 
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Offegces, has ſtill continued to me the 


paternal Tenderneſs of a Father, and has 
averted thine Eyes from my Obſtinacy 
and Rebellion; that Come ass10N encou- 
rages me to hope, thou wilt not throw me. 
off, but that thy Arms are ſtill extended 
| to receive the repenting PRoDIGAL, 
How wretched would be my Situation, 
had I not fo tender a Father to have Re- 
courſe to! A FATH ER, who, inſtead of 
being irritated by my Revolt, grieved for 
my FoLLy, purſu'd me flying from, with 
the Means of obtaining, Mercy, and who, 


the more obſtinate I was in my Ruin, 


endeavour'd the more to prevent it! 
Thou wwilleſt not the Death of a Sinner.=-- 
To the Lord our God belong Mercies and 
Forgiveneſs, though we have rebelled 
againſt bim: neither ave we obeyed the 
Voice of the Lord our God to walk in his 
Laws, which be hath ſet a Ls, 


I nave SINNED ; ; 9 the Plea⸗ 
ſures, all the Pomp, Dignity and Riches 
of this World, cannot waſh out or atone 


for the foul Stain of Ingratitude; they 


F 2 are 
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are thy Mercies, O. Lord, which alone 
can cleanſe. me. But ſuffer thou my Re- 
cantation to avail; J have offended thee, 
but it was in the Tranſports of my Paſ- 
ſions; the Violence of my Deſires, the 
ſudden Impulſe of my Raſhneſs, have 
taken Advantage by my Weakneſs; in 
the Commiſſion of my Sin, Reaſon was 
not conſulted : but my Repentance is the 
pure Reſult of my Reaſon. I raſhly of- 
fended, but maturely and deliberately 
implore thy Mercy: Sin triumph'd over 
the brutal Part; the rational devotes itſelf 
to Thee. Whatever I have done to diſ- 
pleaſe thee, was oppolite to the real Sen- 
timents of my Heart, which my Paſſions 
never left me Leiſure to conſult; hur- 
ried away. by. them, I had not Time for 
Reflection; blinded by the Allurements 
of the World, I faw not whom I offended, 
and was deceived by vain Idea's: but it 
is by the Light of Reaſon and Revela- 
tion, which cannot impoſe, that I deteſt 
my Crimes; and *tis from the Sincerity 
of. that Deteſtation, and the humble Ac- 
bnanledgment of my Faults, that I pre- 
| ſume 
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{ume to beg thou wilt ſtill be a Father, 


cancel my Rebellion, and receive the 
| convinced Penitent. 


And am no more worthy to be 
called thy Son; make me as 
one of thy hired Servants 
V er. . 


HERE is a Tranſition, from the Hor- 
ror of Sin, to a Contempt of himſelf ; 
than which, nothing can be more natural: 
Whoever forms a true Idea of God, can- 
not be blind to his own Nothingneſs. Want 

of contemplating that infinitely glorious 


4 BEING of BEIN Gs, 18 the Reaſon We 


are ſo vain of ourſelves, ſo puffed up with 
our own ridiculous Imaginations. What 
is this little, arrogant, ſtrutting, ſhort- 
liv'd Animal, MAN? a ſwoln Bub- 
ble of a, Moment's Duration ! Did nor 
the laſt Generation make way for us? 
and muſt we not quit the Warld to give 
place to the ſucceeding? What is his 
Power ? Can he change the Colour of an 

Hair? 
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Hair? Can he retain the Beauty and 
Strength of his Youth ? Will the Tides 


ceaſe to flow,. or the Winds grow calm 


at- his Command ? Will the Terror of 


pts Countenance awe the Rage of a flarve- 
ing Lyon ? ? or will an hungry Shark re- 
ſpect, and abſtain from devouring this 
Lord of the Creation, on whom {0 
many Creatures prey? What are his 
Riches? Weighty Dirt, and ſparkling 
Stones! What his Pomp and Finery ? 
The Spoils of the Earth, of Beaſts, Birds, 
Worms, and even the Excrements of 
Creatures! What are his natural En- 
dowments, in which he prides himſelf ? 
Has he more than one, which he often | 
proſtitutes to his Senſes! I mean Reaſon; 
and is he not, in all others, below the 
brute Creation? Has he the Strength of 
the Elephant, the Beauty of the Horſe, 
or the Sagacity of the Hound ? As to his 
Time allotted, bow far does the Hart, 
the Eagle, and even the Raven, exceed 
him in Length of Years? Nay, in the 
Gratification of his Appetites, however 
pungent they may be, as is more impo- 
2 tent 
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tent than Beaſts. In his Luxury the 
Worm goes beyond him ; Man feeds on 
| Brutes ; Worms on Man; and a Courſe 
of royal or noble Carrion, ſerv'd up to 
the Worm, is more expenſive in the 
Dreſſing, as it muſt be embalm'd with 
the moſt coſtly Spices; and requires more 
Pomp to be uſherd in, as it muſt be 
attended with Drums, Trumpets, Heralds, 
Banners, and a ſweeping Train of alle 
Pageantry, than is beſtow'd on the 
Entertainment of the greateſt Monarch. 
Where is the conquering Alexander, of 
whom Fuvenal ſaid, 


Unus Pellæo Juveni non ſufficit Orbis; 
Aſtuat, infelix, anguſto limite Mundi ! 


Where is the luxurious Sardanapalus? 
where the wealthy Cre/us, and the 
wiſe Solon? Where are all the Heroes, 
the Sages, and the MonsTrRrs of Anti- 
quity ? Are they not Duſt, the Sport of 
Winds, the Beds of Reptiles? Are they 
not trampled under the baſeſt Feet, nay, 
even dung'd upon by the moſt contempt- 
ible Creatures? But, 


— 


Wu r 


40 The Indulgent Father. 


Wu y has the wiſe Creator ſuffered 
Man to be excell'd in ſome Gifts of Na- 
ture by the brute Creation? but that he 
might make uſe of Reaſon, the moſt 
valuable, though, if neglected, the moſt 
dangerous of all Gifts; and being hum-/ 
bled by the Knowledge of himſelf, curn 
his Eyes to, and fix his Dependence on, 
the ſole Source of all Perfection; adore 
his Majeſty, and endeavour, by the Pu- 
rity of his Life, to be united to that only 
Good, that only Happineſs, and deſpiſe 
tranſient and imperfe&t Pleaſures, for 
thoſe which give Fulneſs of Joy to all 
Eternity. How inconſiderate are we! 
We dance upon a Precipice, and are wil- 
fully blind to the Danger like the Pro- 
digal, who was all Gaiety, all Mirth and 
Joy, while ſevereſt Want was gradually, 
yet viſibly, coming upon him : but he for 
ſhut his Eyes, he would not ſee a dit- co 
pleaſing Object, no melancholy Thought wi 
ſhould diſturb his Pleaſures, till the moſt I Fa 
extreme Miſery, like a ſudden Clap of br 
Thunder, rouz'd him from his Lethargy. WI 
AS 


9238 .. 8 — — — J ⅛ͤ¾NW̃WA aa Ent a 


bed & ro 
— — 


_ : | * 
* 4 N 9 3 


The Indulgent Father. 41 
As he ſquandered his Patrimony, ſo do 
we, moſt of us, laviſh away our 'Time, 
without the- leaſt Reflection on the End 
for which it is allow'd us: Old Age 
leads us gradually to the Mouth of the 
Grave, which ſtares us in the Face be- 
fore we have once ſeriouſly thought, that 
the Sentence of Death is inevitably paſſed 
upon all Mortals, and that we begin our 
Journey to his dark Manſions the Mo- 
ment we begin to live. Would we fe. | 
dately conſider both what we are, and 
what we purſue, we ſhould find nothing 
in ourſelves to raiſe our Vanity, nothing 
in the Objects we deſire worth our Care, 


And be aroſe, and came to bis 
Father. Ver. 20. 1 


Wren the Prodigal was, by his Wants, 
forced upon Reflection, he immediately 
compares his own wretched Condition 
with the happy Situation of, even, his 
Father's Servants: They have, ſays he, 
Bread enough, and to ſpare, and I perifh 
«wth Hunger ! This naturally led him to 
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turn his Thought upon his Father's Ten- 
derneſs, by which encourag'd, he reſolves 
to go to him, make an humble Acknow- 
ledgment of his Folly, and hopes he may, 
by his Repentance, find ſo much Com- 
paſſion yet exiſting in the Breaſt of that 
good Parent, as to be admitted one of his 
hired Servants ; he is ſo-thorowly con- 
vinc'd of his Error, that, ſelf-condemn'd, 
he cannot entertain a Thought of being 
reinſtated as a Son. Having determined 
upon his Return, he inſtantly begins his 
Journey: had he long conſider'd upon it, 
he might have been habituated to his 
Miſery, and Cuſtom might have made it 
tolerable. Thus, ſhould we take Advan- 
Mage of the happy Moments of Grace 
for reflecting on the wretched State of 
Sin, in which we are involv'd, will little 
avail us, without we reſolve to quit its 
Tyranny, and return to the Arms of our 
merciful Father, ever open to receive thc 
Penitent. A Reflection on his Goodnels 
will be of no Service, without we take 
the Methods proper to experience it ; we 
muſt immediately enter upon our Journey, 
and 
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and at once fly our filthy i eas | 


our obſcene Diet, Swine and Husks ; 
we may, by continuing long thus nh 
panied, and thus fed, forget that there is 


a more eligible Condition, which we may 


met 


But whey he was yet a great 
way off, his Father ſaw him, 
and had Compaſſion, and ran, 
and fell upon his Neck, and 

kiſſed bim. Ver. 20. 


'Tu Is wiſe * tender Parent foreſaw_ 
the Conſequence of his Son's Folly, and 
expecting his Return, was impatiently 
watching for it: when it -happen'd, his 
Affection got the better of his Reſent- 
ment, for having obſtinately left his 
Houſe; ſtifled the Anger which his Ex- 
travagance had juſtly merited, and, in- 
ſtead of Chaſtiſement, prevail'd on him 
to ſhew not only Mercy, but even a pa- 
ternal Fondneſs; his Son's Return effaces 
his Fault, and his wretched Condition 

G3. moves 
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moves him to Compaſſion: he thinks the 
Spendthrift ſufficiently puniſh'd- by his 
Sufferings, and therefore will pour Oil 

into his Wounds; he has Compaſſion on 
him, runs, falls upon his Neck, and kiſſes 


him. Had he barely admitted him into 


his Houſe, on the, Footing of a menial 


Servant,. the Son. would have thought 
himſelf happy: but how great, nay, in- 


btterable, muſt be his Joy, meeting with 
ſo engaging a Reception! and how ſevere 
mult his Reflections upon his own Con- 


duct prove, when he experienced ſuch 
inexhauſtible Goodneſs in his ſlighted 


Parent! The Father's Tenderneſs will 
not allow him to expect his Son's. Ap- 
proach, and to receive him with a Gra- 
vity becoming his Character; he lays that 
aſide, and forgetting the Dignity of a 
Parent, and the Reſpect which both that 
Diſtinction and his Years ought to exact, 
he prevents his Arrival, and gives him 


no Leiſure for his Excuſes; or at leaſt, 


he is deaf to every thing but his Affec- 
tions, of which he gives the ſtrongeſt 
Demonſtration by every individual Action; 


He 
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He runs, he falls on his Neck, be kiſſes 
him; and by theſe Proofs of Tenderneſs, 
ſpeaks his Pardon and Reconciliation: 
How are we here encourag'd to hope; 
chat our heavenly Father will, upon our 
Return, draw a Spunge over our Offences, 
and receive the Penitent to Mercy! Chriſt, 
to encourage us to return, made uſe of 
this Parable ; and the Scriptures in a great 
Number of Places call. the Almighty the 
God of Mercy, but mention him as the 
God of Hos not above thirty times: 
How far do his Mercies exceed the 
Number of his Puniſhments in Holy 
Writ ; and how' is that Divine Majeſty, 


| in thoſe ſacred Books, repreſented to us 


as grieving at our ſtubborn rejecting the 
Offers of his ſaving Grace! * O Jeruſa- 
« falem, Jeruſalem, which Killeſt the Pro- 
« phets, and ſfoneſi them that are ſent unto _ 
« thee; how often would I have gathered 

« thy Children together, as a Hen doth 
gather her Brood under her Wings, and 
* ye would not ! Luke x11. 34. Come now 


© and let us reaſon together, ſaith the 
 ® Lord:  Phougy Jour Sins be as Scarlet, 


they 
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« they ſhall be as white as Snom; though 
et they be red hike Crimſon, they ſhall be as 
e Wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye 
ee ſhall eat the Good of the Land, Iſa. i. 18, 
« 19. For a ſmall Moment have I for- 
ec ſaken thee, but with great Mercies will 
& T gather thee. Ina little Wrath I hid 
* my Face from thee for a Moment, but with 
t everlaſting Kindneſs will J have Mercy 
c on thee, Ita. liv. 7, 8. Incline your Ear, 
« and come unto me: hear, and your Soul 
* ſhall ive. Let the Wicked forſake his 
« Way, and the unrighteous Man his 
« Thoughts : and let him return unto the 
« Lord, and he will have Mercy upon 
tee him, and will abundantly pardon, Iſa. 
«lv. 3, 7. I dwell with him that is of a 
1 ce contrite and humble Spirit, Iſa. lvii. 15. 
i « Return, thou bachſliding Iſrael, and 1 
5 « a not cauſe mine Anger to fall upon 
ce you; for 1 am merciful, and I will not 
cc keep Anger for ever : only acknowledge 
ee thine Imguity, that thou haſt tranſgre/- 
« ſed againſt the Lord thy God, and haji 
* not obeyed his Voice, Jer, iii. 12, 13. 
0 Jerufalem, wwajh thine Heart fre 
Wik- 
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« the Childrens Teeth are ſet on edge? 
_ « Ezek. xviii. 2. Have J any Pleaſure 
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« Wickedneſs, that thou mayſt be ſaved : 
« how long ſhall thy vain Thoughts lodge 
ce within thee? Jer. iv. 14. What mean 
« ye, that ye uſe this Proverb, ſaying, The 


« Fathers have eaten ſour Grapes, and 


- 


« af all that the Wicked ſhould die, and © 
e not that he ſhould return from his Ways 
« and trove? N hen the Wicked turneth 
« away from his Wickedneſs that he hath 
« committed, and doth that which 1s law- 


ful and right, he ſhall ſave his Soul 


&« alive, Becauſe he confidereth, and turn- 
ce eth away from all his Tranſgreſſions that 


he hath committed, he ſhall ſurely live, 
he ſhall not die. Are not my Ways 


ce equal ? Repent, and turn your ſelves from 

« all your Tranſgreſſions; fo Iniquity ſhall 
« not be your Ruin. Caſt away from you 
« all your Tranſgreſſions, whereby ye have 
tc tranſgreſſed, and make you a new Heart 
e and a new Spirit, for why will ye die? 
« T have no Pleaſure in the Death of him 


S 


e that dieth, wherefore turn your ſelues, 
and live ye, Ezek. xvili. 23, 27, 28, 29, 


cc 30, 
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.« 20; 31, 32. Turn ye, turn ye, from 
c your evil Ways; for why will ye die? 
.« Ezek. xxxiii. 11. I have blotted out, as 
ce A thick Cloud, thy Tranſgreſſions, and 
« gs @ Cloud, thy Sins: return unto me, 
« for ] have redeemed thee, Iſa. xliv. 22. 
„J, even I, am be that blotteth out thy 


« Tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, and 


ce will not remember thy Sins, Iſa. xliii. 25. 
« For I will not contend for ever; neither 
« will 1 be always wroth, Ia. lvii. 16.” 
With what Compaſſion does the benign 
CREATOR ſolicit us to have Pity 
upon ourſelves! What Concern does 
he condeſcend to expreſs for our Hap- 
pineſs! and with what paternal Ten- 

derneſs does he aſſure us of Mercy! 
Though our Sins be as Scarlet, yet will 
he cleanſe, purge and reſtore us to his 
Favour ; if in Wrath he turns his Face 
away, yet is his Anger but for a ſhort 
Duration; he pities our Weakneſs, and 
with ſtretched-out Arms is ready not only 
to receive, but to meet us, upon a Re- 


turn from our Folly and Rebellion, as we 
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rable now before us. Can any of us read 
the repeated and moving Offers of; his 
God; hear him condeſcend to reaſon. 
with his Creatures, and not be melted: 
into Tears; not feel an inward Com- 
punction, and in the bittereſt Terms, not 
reproach his own Ingratitude in having 
offended this divine inexhauſtible Source 
of Goodneſs, and not immediately take 
Advantage of the offer d Grace by a 
ſpeedy Repentance, an humble Acknow- 
ledgment of his Sins, and Unworthineſs 
of that Pardon, which can ſpring from 


no other F ountain, but the unbounded 


Compaſſion of our CREATOR | ? What 
is it that blinds us to our Intereſt? Can 
we give ourſelves up to the imperfect, 
the fleeting Pleaſures of this momentary 
and uncertain Life ſo far, as to forget 


"thoſe | ſolid and eternal Joys for which 
we were created, and yet call ourſelves 


rational Beings? Has any Man, after 
having waſted Vears in a voluptuous 
Courſe, / ger reap d other Fruit, than 
cruel Reflections, Shame and Repent- 
ance? V Days we have lived are like 

. a 
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a Dream; thoſe to come will, in like 
manner, be as thoſe paſs'd, but till will 
have the ſame Effect, viz. hand us for- 
ward to the Grave and Eternity, which 
mult be bleſſed, or miſerable, as we have 
husbanded or ſquandered the Time allot- 
ted us here on Earth for our Prepara- 
tion. | | 


| 3 the 75 Ar her ſaid to 0 3 
: vants, Bring forth the beſt 


ut a Ring on bis a and 
Shoes on his Feet. And bring 
> hither the fines: mul &c. 
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+ HE OY Father is not atisfied 


with” the beſt Robe, makes a Feaſt for 


his Reception, and reftores him to thoſe 
” | Rights 


_ Robe, and put it on him, and 


hah his firſt Demonſtrations of Joy, for 

, the Return of a Son, who had recover'd_ 
his Senſes, abforbel in Senfuality ; he 
ſtill goes farther, and his Forgiveneſs is 
followed by his Liberality ; ; he cloaths him 


a 
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Rights he had juſtly forfeited. Would 
any Stranger have imagin'd this Son had 
extravagantly laviſh'd his Share of his 
Father's Subſtance, ſeeing him thus ca- 
ref'd, thus cloath'd and feaſted ! Here 
is figured to us the Compaſſion” of our 
heavenly Father; an earthly Parent is 
commonly 'leſs ready to forgive, as he 
may doubt the Sincerity of the Penitent ; 
and therefore, before he will be thto ly 
reconciled, will wait ſome Time to be 
convinc'd of it by the Fruit of his Re- 
pentance : But our Celeſtial Parent ſeẽs 
the Heart, and needs not the Proof of 
Time to ſatisfy him that we really are 
what we profeſs ourſelves, and therefore 
is more immediately- reconciled, and' re- 
ſtores us to his Mercy. We are by this 
Liberality, this Joy of the Father in the 


8 Parable, encourag'd to hope, notwith- 

Z ſanding we have made an ill Uſe of the 

4 Mercies we have already experienced, that 

* the Almighty will not reproach us with - ” 
> ||. our Miſmanagement, but continue the 

r fame liberal Diſpenſation, when we cor- 

e dially implore it, and turn to him with our 


0 H 2 whole — 
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whole Hearts; For, & The Lord is full 
« of Compaſſion. and Mercy, Long-fujfer- il © 
£ ing, and of great Goodneſs. He will | 
ee not alway be chiding ; neither Leepeth | 
* be; his Anger for ever, He hath not 
te dealt with us after our Sins, nor re- f 
. warded us according to our I. ichedneſſes 
0 For look how, high the Heaven is in com- 
0 paniſon of the Earth, ſo great is his 
£ Mercy alſo toward them that fear him, 
5 Look how wide alſo. the Eaſt is from 
<< tbe. Weſt, Jo far hath he ſet our Sins 
ec « from us. Ma, lite as a Pather  pitieth 
« © his own Children, even ſo is the Lord 
0 « merciful unto. them that fear bim. For 
e be, hnoweth whereof Wwe are made, he 
4e remembreth. that we are but Dot, Pſal. 
e ciii, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Should 
not this Tenderneſs open our Eyes, and 
make us look into ourſelyes; make us 
reflect on the Sublimity of the Offended, 
and the Meanneſs of the Offender: The 
one an infinite glorious BIN, the Au- 
thor of all Things; the other an impo- 
tent, crazy, tranſitory CREATURE, ſub- 
ject to innumerable Accidents! And 
011 . - -oveht 


he Indulgent Father. 53 
ought not this Reflection to make the 
Mercies we poor Reptiles daily receive 
from that Incomprehenſible, Eternal 


Deity, and thoſe with which he hourly + 
courts us, Subjects of Aſtoniſnment, and 
with Job, to abhor our elves, and repent in 


Duſt and Afhes! Job xlii. 6. nay, if not 
encourag'd by his unlimited Goodneſs, 
his paternal Commiſeration, think it the 


higheſt Preſumption for ſuch polluted 
| Wretches to addreſs ourſel ves to his ex- 


alted and immaculate MA JES TY, or 


to imagine we are worthy his leaſt Re- 


gard ; ſo great, ſo far beyond all Degrees 
of Compariſon, .is the vaſt Difference be- 
tween us momentary CREATURES, "whoſe 
Lives are like a Shadow, and: that Eter- 


nal GOD, whom notwithſtanding we 


dare to offend, yet deigns to 2 
His Mercy is infinite; but let us not ſo 
far build upon it, as to forget his Juſtice 
is ſo alſo; and that the Promiſes his Com- 
paſſion makes us are conditional. As we 


have ſinned with the Prodigal, we muſt 


alſo return with him, if we will find a 
Reception. His Father's Tenderneſs had 
been 
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been of no Uſe to him, had he dontinu'd 
in a diſtant Country ; and the Mercy of 
our Gad will nothing avail us, we ſhall be 
no way benefited by this amiable Attribute 

of the Divinity, if we do not turn to him 
with all our Hearts, and with all our Souls. 
We muſt ſeek him; „For if ye ſeek 
ce him, he will be found of you; but if 
« ye forſake him, he nd forſake you,” 

2 (hire. XV. 2. 


Land 


hd tots wes „ Haln waredh 


And they began, to. * merr . 
_ 2 _ 


J xxx ß ww > Is A 


TAE Joy af the Father is diffuſed 

through the whole Family; he will have 

every one participate in his Satisfaction; 

a Son, who was loſt, is found again; a 

Son, who was dead, with regard 'to his 

Indulgent Parent, is reſtor'd to Life; he 

pd ſees a Child, of whom he had, in a man- 

ner, loſt all Hopes, ſenſible of his Weak- 

neſs, repenting his Rebellion, acknow- 

. ledging his Errors, ſincerely contrite, fall 
at his Feet with unfeigned Humility, ſue 

for 2 * and beg to be again admit- 
ted: 


ted: not as a Son; not as one who ex- 
pected any farther Proviſion to be made 
for him; he is too ſenſible that he had 
juſtly forfeited all ſuch Hopes, but as a 
menial Servant. His Domeſticks ſhare 


in the Pleaſure their Maſter ſnews for 
having retrieved his Son ; they arg all 
rejoiced, and ſhew their Mirth by Mufick 
and Dancing: This univerſal Joy, de- 
{crib'd to us, heightEns the Character of 
the Father's Humanity; for we are ſel- 


dom affected with the Satisfaction of our 
Superiors, if they are not alſo our Bene- 
factors; and we are more inclin'd, by 
the Depravity of our Nature, to envy 
and repine at ſuch Turns of Fortune, as 


give them cauſe to rejoice, - than we are 
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to give ſincere Demonſtrations of our 


bog pleaſed. 


Tur elle Brother, who was in the 
Field, returning home, hears the Mirth, -. 


and enquires into the Cauſe ; with which 


he is ſo. much diſpleas d, that he refuſes | 


to enter. What Difference between a 
* «ther: and a Brother! one is entirely 


guided 


© 


{. 


BP 4 


— — Oy — 
= f St 


— 
— — 


——— 


— 


—— 3 1 — - ä „ r ta: 3 2 3 
3 — * = 8 = 
Es OT, ST 3 NIECE ͤ—————5ßv5˖ꝛ—.— a * — p — — ET Dy - 
; 2 —— = - 2 = 5 — — — — GC amb 8 


== 


— 0 —— 
_——— — 


=p Rs CET 
— - — — —— 1 


* — 
— mms yy >. 
2 —ů— 
— — 


— = - <= - 
4 * l = er 
— — 
* — * - * CE EEE —— 
- 5 — Ss 
—̃—̃———— —— ⏑—7ßð,ñ᷑1ñ1tqTe ᷑̃᷑ HAIR — — * — * — — 


— "I — : 
n 
7 
— SD : — 
. 7 


PP 
— 


56 7 1 PP OR Father. 


guided by Nature; in the other, Nature 
is baniſhed by Intereſt, in which he fears 
he ſhall ſuffer. The Father hearing he 


is diſſatisfied, condeſcends to go out and 


entreat him. But he anſwers this good 


Parent with Reproaches, Lo, theſe many 
Years do I ferve thee, neither tranſgreſſed 


T at any time thy Commandment, and 
yet. thou never | gaveſt me a Kid, that I 


migbit make merry with my Friends. But 
24 ſoon as this thy Son was come, which 


bath devoured thy Living with Harlots, 
thou haſt killed for him the fatted Calf, 


Luke xv. 29, 30. In other Words, © How 


partial, how unjuſt, is this Procedure ! I, 
who have been a faithful Steward to you, 
who have ever been intent upon, and in 
all. Things canſulted your Intereſt, who 
have ſerved you for many Xears with 
equal Alacrity and# Induſtry ; J, who 
never refufed, . or even diſpùted, your 


Commands, have not as yet experienced 
any thing like this Indulgence ; To me 


you never gave ſo much as a Kid, that I 
might entertain and make merry with 


We * but, for chis darling 


Labs as Son 


=. 
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Son of yours, who has in Riot and De- 
bauchery thrown away your Subſtance, 
nothing is too good, nothing too coſtly ; 
he is welcomed home with all poſlible 
Demonſtrations of Joy, as if his Extra- 
vagance had entitled him to your Favour, 
and you would publickly reward his Li- 
centiontne(s : for him you have killed the 
fatted Calf; and inſtead of his meeting 
with a juſt Reprimand, he is receiv d 


with Feaſting, and the univerſal Accla- 


mations of your Family. Can I deem 
this other than an unjuſt Partiality, fince 
my long Services have never extorted 
from you the leaſt Token of your being 
pleas'd with my Care and Obedience? 
Would it not have been ſufficient to have 
given him Shelter in your Houſe ? nay, 
was it not more than he could reaſonably 
expect, if he has any Remains of Mo- 
deſty ? But to receive him, who ought 
to have apprehended appearing in your 
Sight; to receive him, I ſay, with ſuch 


Marks of Tenderneſs, ſuch Tranſports of 


Joy, is, in ſome Degree, applauding his 


deteſtable and riotous Courſes, and en- 
J cou- 
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couraging him to a ſecond Sally: He 
may reaſonably conclude from this indul- 
gent Reception, that whatever Vices he 
may again run into, whatever Profuſion 
he may be guilty of, he ſhall, if driven 
to the moſt wretched Condition, by his 
Diſſipation, find Refuge in your Tender- 
neſs; and may not I, on the other hand, 
as reaſonably ſuppoſe, that my Care and 
Vigilance i in your Affairs, my exact Obe- 
dience to all your Commands; my filiat 
Obſervance ; is to no Purpoſe, and that 
you eſteem my Services as the Perfor- 
mance of, my Duty only, which merits 
no Return? Is it juſt, that the Fruit of 
my Oeconomy ſhould be ſquander'd in 
the feeding his Vices? And is it poſſible, 
that your Aﬀection for him can make 
you ſo partial with regard to me?” To 
this the Parent anſwers, Son, thou art 
ever with me, and all that ] have is thine, 
Luke xv. 31. © Thou haſt an abſolute 
Command over all I poſſeſs, and to make 
thee a particular Preſent, would be tacitly 
denying thee Power over the whole; 
thou haſt never been under any Reſtric- 
N tion, 
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tion, and whatever thou hadſt thought 
proper to have diſpos d of, would have 
always met with my Approbation. I 
never griev'd for thy Abſence, therefore 
have had no Opportunity to rejoice for 
thy Return; I have all along had the 
Pleaſure of having thee with me, and 
thou haſt always experienced my pater- 
nal Fondneſs; for, as I have thrown on 
thee. the Care of my Affairs, ſo have I 
alſo given thee Power over all I have, 
and thy Induſtry is for. thine own Bene- 
fit: but thou doſt not conſider that thou 
ſpeakeſt to a Father, an Appellation thou 
art as yet a Stranger to; this, my Son, 
was loſt to me; I bewailed him as irre- 
trievably 4%; as a Son, whom there was 
no Probability of my ſeeing more; a Son, 
Who was expos d, to all the Allurements 
of a vicious World, and very little able, 
by the. Weakneſs of his unripe Judgment, 
to, foreſee the ruinous | Conſequences of 
liſtening .to ſuch Temptations, as would 
aſſail and . neceſſarily hurry him on to 
Want, Contempt and Miſery: In a word, 
This. 5 ty: Brother was dead, and is alive 

. again; 


„ 
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ggain ; and was loſt, and is found, Luke 
xv. 32. Tho', driven on by his Paſſions, | 


he was deaf to my Admonitions, foreſaw 
no Danger, and threw off the Duty of a 
Son, yet cannot I forget that I am a Fa- 
ther: A Father to you both; and my 
receiving the Penitent to Mercy, ought 
not to be interpreted a partial Affection. 


Vou may object that his Return is owing 


to his wretched Condition, and not to a 
Senſe bf his Error; but that would be 


making an uncharitable and unnatural 


Conſtruction: let what will have been 


the Motive which brought him back, I 


am his Father; and he has already too 


ſeverely ſuffer d by his Follies, for me to 


reproach him with his Conduct. Vou ſay, 
the Reception he has found is ſufficient 
to encourage him to another Sally, and I 


am of Opinion, that he is fo thoro'ly 


convinc'd of the Nothingneſs of- thoſe 


Pleaſures he purſued, which were the 


Harbingers of the Miſeries he experienc'd, 
that the former cannot allure, and the 


others muſt make him dread the leaving 
a ſecond time the Houſe of a tender Fa- 


ther, 
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ther, who can have no Views, but his 
| Child's Good, in the Counſels he gives 
him: But had I refus'd to receive him, 
or had I only admitted him to take Shelter 
in my Houſe, and have baniſh'd him my 
Preſence, what, but his Deſpair, muſt 
have been the ' Conſequence ?. Whom 
ſhould J have puniſh'd by my Rigour ? 
Should not I myſelf have ſuffer'd, not 
only by checking the free Courſe of my 
Aﬀections, but very greatly, by putting 
on a Face of Auſterity, and making my 
Tongue run counter to the Dictates f 
my Heart? If by this affected Severity I 
ſhould have made him taken the deſpe- 
rate Reſolution of flying my Houſe, as 
more intolerable than any Misfortunes he 
could apptehend, while he was in Search 
of that Bread from Strangers a cruel Fa- 
ther had deny'd him; the continual Ap- 
prehenſions J ſhould have been in, the 
Reflection on the many Dangers to which 
my barbarous Policy had expos d him, 
and the bitter Reproaches I ſhould have 
made myſelf, would have robb'd me of 
all Peace of Mind, made me inſenſible 

- of 
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of every after Satisfaction; (properly ſpeak- 
ing, there would have been none for me;) 
and have brought my grey. Hairs with 


/ Haſte and Sorrow to the Grave. But ſay, 


To what End ſhould I have carried this 


outſide Appearance . of Cruelty, which 
muſt have laid me under a moſt galling 


Reſtraint, while I kept on the Mask? 
Perhaps you will reply, that ſuch a Pro- 
cedure would have anſwer d the Dignity 
and Authority of a Parent; and I think 
it would much rather have been an Indi- 
cation of a Tyrannick Diſpoſition : if it 
had not been follow id by ſuch fatal Con- 
ſequences as I have mentioned, yet muſt 
it have aliened the Affections of my Son, 
and by degrees have wrought him up to 
hate the Man, whole Sight was a Terror; 
the Appellation of Father would have 
loſt all that Tenderneſs it carries with it, 
and have been joined with no other Idea, 
than that of an offended, cruel, and irre- 
concilable Tyrant; and thus, to punith 
my Son for what is paſt, and cannot be 
recall'd, I ſhould have liv'd myſelf in 
continual Torment; and to keep up an 

un- 
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unreaſonable: Authority, like ſome Parents 


of weak Judgments, and haughty Spirits, 
who puſh it to an unjuſtifiable Extent, 


bave loſt the Heart of my Child, have 
chang'd a Son for a Slave, and have made 


him, who muſt now eſteem my Death 
his greateſt Misfortune, hourly wiſh to 


ſee me in my Grave, as the greateſt Good 


that could happen to him: If Nature 
has inveſted the Parent with Authority, 
ſhe has alſo given him Affections to mo- 
derate, and Reaſon to direct it. Where 
Correction is for the Child's Good, Le- 
nity would deviate into Cruelty; but 
when Severity cannot redreſs what is 
paſt, or be of Uſe for hereafter, that Pa- 


rent does not make a Tight Uſe of his 
Authority, who will, in ſuch caſe, rigo- 


rouſly exert it; and the Child may juſtly 
conclude, that his Auſterity is a Com- 
plaiſance to himſelf, a gratifying of his 


own Paſſions ; ; tho'-he may obey, he can 


hardly love; and tho' he may tremble at 
the Sight of ſuch a Father, his ſervile 
Fear muſt neceſſarily baniſh all natural 


Affection: and ſurely he muſt be of a 


very 
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very narrow. Spirit, who can tyrannize 
over thaſe who dare not ſo much as 
whiſper their Sufferings, and that pre- 
fers a conſtrain'd Obedience to a chearful, 
affectionate, and liberal Performance of 
Duty, imper'd by either Law or Nature.” 


| Trvs, our infinitely merciful Father 


allows for our Weakneſs, the Prailty of 
Fleſh and Blood, and accepts our Re- 


pentance, tho we have often rejected the 
Offers of his Grace, ſtopp'd our Ears to 
his fatherly Calls and Remonſtrances, 
and fondly follow'd the Directions of 
our Paſſions. Nay, tho' we have never 
once reflected upon his Forbearance and 
Long-ſuffering, which have allow'd us to 
go on, for Years, in a Courſe of Sin and 
Rebellion; tho' we have never once turn'd 
our Thoughts Heaven-wards, or men- 
tion'd his holy Name, but to profane it, 
and are awaken'd to a Senſe of our Wick- 
edneſs by the conſequential Miſer ies which 
attend it; yet, are the Arms of his Mercy 
extended to receive us; he will not ſuffer 

his — to prevail over his Compaſ- 
5 ſion; 
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fon ; he looks upon us the Work of his 
Hands, on whom he has ſtamp'd his own 
Image; as the Purchaſe of his Blood, by 
which he reſcued us from eternal Death; 


accepts of our Repentance; ſuffers the 
Tears of our Penitence to quench the 


redden 'd Bolt of his Anger, and the Ac- 
knowledgment of our Crimes to difarm 


his Wrath. Our Return to our Duty 
effaces every Trace of our Rebellion; and 


tho out Humility, ariſing from a juſt 


Senſe of our Tranſgreſſions, will allow 


us to hope for nothing beyond a Remiſ- 


ſion of our Sins, and an Exemption from 


Puniſhment, which Hope is grounded on 
his infallible Promiſe, yet will his Good- 


neſs reinſtate us in 'his Favour, and he: 
will continue to us the tender Affection 
of a Father, of which his Mercy gives 
us that unerring Token, of a calm and 
quiet Conſcience; a Bleſſing, beyond all 


the Pleaſures that the Pomp, the Titles, 


the Power, the Riches, the diſtant Re- 
ſpect, the Praiſe and Obſervance the World 


can afford! A Treaſure, beyond all Pe- 


grees of Compariſon more valuable than 
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all the Treaſures of the Earth, as it is not 
to be purchaſed by all the Diamonds of 
the Tndies, and the additional Riches of 
Peru, or to be attained by univerſal 
Power A Jewel, more likely to be found 
in a Cell, than ina Palace, which the 
general Applauſe of Man cannot give, 
nor the Contempt of the whole World 
2008 from us, 


1 HE F ather in this Parable | is deſcrib'd 
as an humane, indulgent, and confiderate 
Parent, our Saviour intending principally 
by it, to ſtrengthen our Hopes of finding 
Mercy, however great had been our Of- 
fences againſt our Heavenly Father ; and 
poſſibly at the ſame time, by the Exam- 
ple of this, to inftru& Parents in their 
Duty. For it is certain, there is a reci- 
procal Duty between Parents and their 
Children; as the latter are oblig'd to Obe- 
dience, ſo are the former to have ſome 

Regard to the Weakneſs, and make ſome 
Allowance for the Inexperience of Youth, 
and not too ſtrictly puniſh, becauſe they 


have the Power, Ivey little Overfight : : 
113 | nei- 
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neither ought they to carry their Autho- 
rity with an unreaſonable high Hand, 
and thwart their Children merely to pleaſe 
themſelves. Je Fathers, provoke not your 
Children to Wrath, Epheſ. vi. 4. Lenity 
becomes the Character of a Parent; and 


the Father in the Parable teaches us, that 


Parents ſhould admit the Humiliation of 
their Children, and receive them to Fa- 
vour, when they acknowledge and repent 
them of their Offences. But how few 
Fathers copy after this Example ! How 


many treat their Children with the Seve- 


rity of an Egyptian Taskmaſter, and, by 


their Behaviour, ſhew leſs of Nature than 
the brute Creation, either by giving way 


to their own tyrannick Tempers, or by 
a wrong Policy being always terrible! 
How many ruin them by the other Ex- 


treme, an Over-fondneſs, by indulging 


their Humours in every thing ; and how 
many have, thro! a ſordid Covetouſneſs, 
been dead to Nature, and denying their 
Children the Neceſſaries of Life, forc'd 
them into the Commiſſion of the vileſt 


Crimes, perpetrating the moſt flagitious 


K 2 _ 


68 The Indulgent Father. 
Villanies for a Support, and thus brought 
them to ſhameful Ends, or to the Scandal 


of being publickly ſentenced, tho' the 
Prince's Mercy may have averted the ; 
Puniſhment, which ought more juſtly to 


have been inflicted on the Parent, whoſe 
| Avarice had forc'd his Son upon ſuch 
criminal Methods for Bread! We have 
a flagrant Example of this in the late 
Queen's Reign; A Gentleman, diſtin- 
guiſh'd by a Title, and extremely rich; 
by his Avarice drove his Children from 
him: as his Covetouſneſs had formerly 

eny'd them an Education, and when 
125 up, refus'd them a Support, one of 


them, who robb'd for Bread, was taken 
committing Sacrilege, was try'd for the 


Fact, which was plainly prov'd, and he 
. to the Gallows; but the 
Queen's ercy interpoſing, ſav d his 


= Tuo the Laws of Men take no No- 
tice of the Barbarity of Parents, who 
either by their natural Propenſity to De- 


ſpotiſm, tyrannize over, and force their 
Chil- 
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Children to, prefer any Courſe of Life 
to that of an inceſſant, ſlaviſn Obfervance, 
which, hqwever, has no Effect, and by 
which they ſce no Likelihood of putting 
an End to their Suffer ings; or elſe, by 
their Covetouſneſs, force them to the 
meaneſt and vileſt Methods to ſupport 


Life, yet muſt they render an Account 


of this Procedure before that God, from 
whom, without Reaſon, they expect Mercy, 
as they will is pe Mo: 


en is 5gur'd to us. with Paſſions, 


that we may be able to have ſome Idea : 


of chat infinizely ſublime Being : bur 'tis 


certain, that he cannot be actuated by 

any; every Attribute is God; when we 
fay he is Pure, Juſt, and Merciful, it is 
to deſcend to the Meanneſs of our Un- 
derſtanding ; for that ineffable Ens En- 


tium is Purity, Juſtice, and Mercy itſelf, 
in the greateſt Sabine ; and we are the 
more nearly united to, or ſeparated from, 
that Fountain of all Goodneſs, as we 
copy after, or neglect the Practice of, 
theſe Atributes. 


How 
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| How can the cruel Man, if ſo but to 
his Beaſts, not to mention his Children, 
expect to be united to that God of Mercy? 
and if for ever disjoin'd from that Spring 
of Life, Is it not a neceſſary Conſequence 
that he be eternally; ſwallow'd up 
in Death? I mean not a, literal Death, 
for I am afraid there are many ſo given 
up to their Paſſions, that they would be 
glad of Annihilation : let them however 
not flatter themſelves with ſuch an Impoſ- 
ſibility; for as the Soul is an Emanation 
from the divine Being, which is eternal, 
it muſt alſo be eternal ; for nothing flow- 
ing from -what is e ceak 
to be. As well may the Inhumane ex- 
pect that Fire and Water will mingle, as 
hope he can ever be united to infinite 
Mercy, without he repents his Cruelty: 
Nay, the Love of Mercy is one of the 
expreſs Conditions of this Union, or, in 
another Expreſſion, of our Salvation. 
« Keep Mercy and Fudęment, and wait 
« on thy God continually, Hoſea xii. 6. 
&« He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
os * goed ; and aobar doth the Lord — 


9 


N \ 
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cc of thee, but to do juſtly, and 10 love 
wy Mercy ? Micah vi, 8. And Mercy is 
again recommended by the wiſeſt of Men, 
as a ſure Method to conciliate the Favour 
of God; © Let not Mercy and Truth for- 
« Jake thee; bind them about thy Neck; 


« write them upon the Table of thine Heart. 
« So ſhalt thou find Favour and good Un- 


« derftanding in the Sight of God and Man, 


Prov. iii. 3, 4. We ſee, to induce us to 


this amiable Virtue, he ſhews that we 


may expect not only future, but preſent 


Bleflings ; ** Mercy and Truth preſerve 


« the King; and his Throne is upholden by 
« Mercy, Prov. xx. 28. He that follow- 


cc f after Righteouſneſs and Mercy, find-. 


« eth Life, Righteouſneſs and Honour, 


Prov. xxi. 21. By Mercy and Truth _ 
« Tniquity Is purged, Prov. xvi. 6. He 


« that hath Mercy on the Poor, happy is 
« he, Prov. xiv. 21. The merciful Man 


c goth Good to his own Soul : but he that 


@ 7s cruel, troubleth his own Fleſh, Prov. 
21, 17. And we find the Want of 
Mercy i is enumerated among the Reaſons - 


of God' O * 3 Hear the Word of the 
Lord, 
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Lord, ye Children of Iſrael: for the 
p Lord hath a Controverſy with the Tnha- 
« bitants of the Land, becauſe there is nr 
% Truth, nor Mercy, nor | Kntwledge of 
« God in the Land, Hoſea iv. 1. Where 
the not knowing of God ſeems as a natu- 
ral Conſequence of the Want of Truth 
and Mercy. And God himſelf tells us, 
that he prefers our Practice of this Virtue 
to the Forms and Ceremonies of Worſhip; 


For I defired Mercy, and not Sacrifice. 


In the 109th Pſalm, after a Number of 
Imprecations, which take up the ten ſore- 
going Verſes, David, in the 16th Verſe, 
gives the Reaſon of his pouring forth 
theſe Curſes, „ Becauſe he remem- 
« bred not to ſhew Mercy.” It is not only 
recommended to us as a Virtue, which 
will make our God propitious, but we 
are even aſſured by the Mouth of his 
bleſſed Son, that we ſhall be rewarded by 
finding Mercy ; our Saviour's own Words 


are, © Blefſed are the Merciful + for they 


« ſhall obtain Mercy, Matt. v. 7. And 
again, Jeſus Chriſt anounces a Woe to 
them who do not practiſe it; “ Woe unto 

© you, 


. 
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« you, Scrives and Phariſees, Hypocrites, 
« for ye pay Tithe of Mint and Aniſe, 


and have omitted the weightier Matter: 
« of the Law, Fudgment, Mercy and Faith, 
Matt. xxiii. 23. St. James denounces a 


heavy Sentence on the Cruel, in the 2d 
Chapter, and 13th Verſe, of his General 
Epiſtle, He ſhall have Fudgment with- 
out Mercy, that hath fhewed no Mercy.” 

On the contrary, the royal Prophet ſays, 


that the Merciful ſhall experience the 
Mercy of God, © With the merciful thou 


*« wilt ſhew thyſelf merciful, And the 


Divine Mercy is ſet us as a Pattern for 


our copying after, Be ye merciful, as 
| © your Father alſo is merciful, Luke vi. 36. 


A great Number of Texts may be cited 
from the holy Scriptures to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, the encouraging us to Mercy, and 


deterring us from Cruelty. Tho' nume- 


rous as. they are, and great as are, on 
the one hand, the Rewards of exerciſing 


this Virtue, and on the Other, the Pu- 


niſhment with which Tyranny, or want 
of Mercy is menaced, we find they have 
but little Effect on the ſtubborn and cruel 
Hearts of Men. 
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"IT is indeed not ſo wonderful to ſee 
Parents treat their Children e 
where they are naturally of an hard © 
uncommiſerating Nature; but to ſee Fa. 
thers torment themſelves to mortify their 
Children, is more unaccountable, tho' not 
leſs common. I can attribute this to no- 
thing but to an Obſtinacy of Temper, a 
wrong Turn of Judgment, or 'a Mean- 
neſs of Spirit, which makes them triumph 
over the only Thing in- their Power to 
command, tho' they ſuffer inwardly, in 
the Sufferings of their Children, of 33 
they are really fond: But they had rather 
endure this Torture, than not force their 
Children to a Compliance with their Will, 

however unreaſonable: I am his Parent; 
he ſhall buckle to me; my Commands ſhall 
not be diſputed ; Tavill not condeſcend to al. 

' ledge Reaſons to my Children; J will hear 
no Remonſtrances; they are not to anſiver, 
but to obey; if they are wiſer than their 
Father, let them purſue their own Methods, 
provide for themſelves, they ſhall have no 
Support from me, This is commonly the 


Language which we e hear from ſuch ſelf- 
„ | | will d 


TY 
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will'd Parents, who not ſeldom by their 
Behaviour give a Child, for whom they 
have the utmoſt Tenderneſs, Ground to 
> himſelf the Object of his Father's 
Hos) and when once he is poſſeſs d 
with this Notion, he becomes remiſs in 
his Duty, and cool in his Affections; he 
thinks it vain to hope for any thing from 
a. Father, who, he is perſuaded, has no 
Affection for him; he grows careleſs of 
the World's Opinion, and runs into ſuch 
Courſes for a Support, as are ſcandalous 
and deſtructive, if not criminal: How 
many young Gentlemen, by the Obſti- 
nacy of their Parents, fall into unaccount- 
able Extravagancies, get into the Books 
of every Tradeſman, who will give them 


, Credit ; take up Money (if the Eſtate is 
| entail'd upon them) at extravagant Pre- 


miums, and uſurious Intereſt ; or Goods 
at one Shop, to ſell them at another for 

half Price, and thus ſquander an Eſtate 
| before they poſſeſs it? Numbers, no 
doubt, may juſtly lay all their Extrava- 
gancies at. the Doors: of their inexorable, 

. perverſe Parents, who would have liv'd 
| L „ 
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with Prudence, had they been allow'd to 
have liv'd any way anſwerable to their 


Births and Expectations, which to require, 


was look d upon an Inſolence, a. Sort of 
Rebellion, a monſtrous Extravagance, 
and has. turn'd ſome into the World to 
ſhift. for even Bread. The Ruin of many 
_ promiſing Youths has been owing to the 


Penury or Obſtinacy of their Parents, in 


a even apoio has ſuffer d. 


— IN is ache cruelty of ne 


which I mention'd, the too great Indul- 


gence ſhewn to their Children: this is 
moſt often found among People of the 
lower Rank, and is owing either to their 
Ignorance, Indolence, or Self-Love. They 


either know not how to keep a juſt 


Medium, or will not give themfelves the 
Trouble; or the Fondneſs they have for 
their Offspring-is ſuch, that they cannot 


bear the Pain' they themſelves ſuffer by 


their Correction. But whatever may be 
the Cauſe, the humouring of Children is 


of a pernicious Conſequence; as they 


grow up, they daily become more head- 


ſtrong ; 
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ſtrong; the Indulgence of the Parent Wm 


repaid with a Contempt both of his Ad- 


vice and Authority; the Youth: grows 


wiſe in his own Eyes, is puffed up with 
a fond Conceit of himſelf, and being 


4 


guided by his'own Judgment, it is no 


Wonder if he runs into a Sea of er 
tunes. 


8 oM E Parents are, in their true Cha- 
7 


racters, the Reverſe of this conſiderate 
Father in the Parable; they will make 


no Allowance for want of Experience, 
the Prevalency of Example, or the Heat 
of Youth, which does not allow Time 
to conſider Conſequences. If a Son has 


been guilty of ſome Inadvertencies, with 


ſuch Fathers, an Acknowledgment of the 
Error, the moſt circumſpe& Behaviour 
for the future, the moſt humble Obſer- 
vance, will not be fufficient to efface the 


Memory of his Fault, tho' really trivial, 
or skreen him from daily Reproaches : Till 


the Son, tired out by his Efforts for a Re- 
conciliation, throws off all farther Care 


to pleaſe, finding it to be altogether vain, 


| and, 


} 
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and, looſing the Reins to his Paſſions, 
grows inſenſible of Reproof, to which he 
is become inur d by a conſtant Repetition, 
and to revenge himſelf on this irrecon- 
Cileable and obſtinate Temper, runs head- 
long to his own Deſtruction, which alone 
has Efficacy ſufficient to open the Eyes, 
and awaken the Reflection of the harden d 
Father. Bur, that I may not be miſun- 
derſtood, to juſtify the Indiſcretions of 
Youth, and to charge Parents as the Au- 
thors of all the wild Sallies, egregious 
Follies, licentious Courſes, and thoughtleſ; 
Extravagancies, which the Sons of many 
prudent and affectionate Parents have been 
guilty of, I ſhall take Notice of the Duty 

of a Child. | | 


4 


Wenz we not commanded, Fl the 
Laws of God, to reverence and obey our 
Parents, yet ſhould we be bound to pay 

them an obſervant Duty, to honour, and 
if ever they ſtood in need, to aſſiſt and 
ſupport them from Principles of Grati- 
tude; ſince it is to their tender Care, that 


we owe our being ſuccoured when we 
| were 


ous 
leſs 
any 
een 
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were incapable of helping ourſelves ; for 
of the whole Creation, Man, in his State 
of Infancy, is certainly the moſt defence- 


leſs and the moſt helpleſs Creature. Bur 
our Obligations do not ceaſe here; for 
when their careful Fondneſs has, with 
inſuperable Patience, carried us thro this 


infant State, it does not deſert us, but 


continues to exert itſelf in cultivating our 
Minds, and providing for both our future 
temporal and eternal Happineſs: accord- 
ing to our different Stations, it provides 
for us Maſters or Tutors, when we are of 
an Age fit to be inſtructed, by whom we 
are taught what is Good and Evil, and 
our Minds form'd by che Precepts of Re- 


ligion and Virtue; or we are, at their 


Expence, taught ſome uſeful Art or 


Trade, by which we may be able to pro- 
vide for ourſelves an honeſt and creditable 
Support. Nay, their Care ſtill purſues 


us, and they are anxious, when we have 


attain'd to Years of Maturity, for our 
farther Welfare. I ſpeak in general; for 


1 have already ſhewn that there have 


been, and ſtill are, Parents, who would 
| facri- 


4 
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ſacrifice their Childrens Intereſts to the 
Gratifications of their own Paſſions: In 
general J may be allow'd to ſay, that the 
Care and Tenderneſs of a Parent has a0 
determined End, but with his Life. 


Wr are not however bound, by the 


Laws of Nature, Juſtice, and Gratitude 


only, to honour, cheriſh and obey thoſe 
who are the Authors of our Life, but it 
is a Duty ſtrictly enjoin'd us by God him- 
ſelf, the Negle& of which expoſes us to 
the Contempt and Hatred of all good 
Men, and has been often viſibly puniſh'd, 
in this Life, by the great Diſpenſer of 
Rewards and Puniſhments. Honour thy 
Father and Mother, is the firſt Gommand- 
ment with Promiſe, Epheſ. vi. 2. The 
making ſuch Retaliation as is in our 


Power for the Care, Tenderneſs, and 
anxious Concern of our Parents, in rear- 


ing us, is eſteem'd Piety. Let them learn 
firft to ſhew Piety at home, and to requite 
their Parents, 1 Tim. v. 4. Solomon ex- 
horts us to reſpect our Parents; Hearſten 


to thy Father that begat thee, and deſpiſe 


No? 


3 
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not thy Mother when fhe is old, Prov. xxiii. 
22. And ſurely nothing can be more 


juſt, than to comfort and ſupport them 


in their old Age, to bear with their In- 
firmities, to make the Burthen of their 
Years as little irkſome to them as poſſibly 
we can, and to render their latter Days 
eaſy and quiet, who ſupported the Weak- 
neſs of our Infancy, and the Follies of 
our Youth. In the Enumeration of the 
Abominations of 1/-ael, the Slight ſhewn 
to Parents is reckoned, In thee have they 
fet Light by Father and Mother, Ezek. 
xxii. 7. And the treating them with 
Contempt, is attended with a ſolemn 
Curſe Curſed be he that ſetteth light by 
tis\Father or his Mother ; and all the Peo- 
ple ſhall ſay, Amen, Deut. xxvii. 16. The 


Eye that mocketh at bis Father, and de- 
' foiſeth to obey bis Mother, the Ravens of 


the Valley ſhall pick it out, and the young 
Eagles ſball eat it, Prov. K. 15 7. A 
Curſe does not only follow our Diſobe- 


dieence to Parents, but a Puniſhment is by 


the old Law inflicted, and more than 


once e enforced : Every one that curſeth his 
M Father 
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Father or his Mother, ſhall be ſurely put 
| to Death: He hath curſed his Father or 
his Mother ; his Blood be upon him. Lev. 
xx. 9. He that ſmiteth his Father or his 
Mother, ſhall be ſurely put to Death. He 


that curſeth his Father or his Mother \ ſhall 


be ſurely put to Death, Exod. xxi. 15, 17, 
 Whoſo curſeth his Father or his Mother, 


his Lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure Dank. 


neſs, Prov. xx. 20. Fa Man have a 
ſtubborn and a rebellious Son, which will 


not obey the Voice of his Father, or the 
Voice of his Mother, and that when they 


have chaſtened him, wil not hearken unto 
them ; then ſhall his Father and his Mo- 
ther lay hold on him, and bring him out 
unto the Elders of his City; and they ſhall 
ſay unto the Elders of his City, This our 
Son is ſtubborn and rebellious, he will not 
obey our Voice; he is a Glutton and a 
Drunkard: And all the Men ef his City 
Pall fone him with Stones, that he die. 
; Deut. XX1. 18, 19, 20, 21. 
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THE Roman Laws gave Fathers ab- 
ſolute Power over the Lives of their 
Children; ; and the ſame Power, I have 
heard, is lodged with the Fathers among 


the Inhabitants of Madagaſcar. There 


never was a Nation yet ſo barbarous, at 


| leaſt within the Compaſs of my reading, 


as to deny Honour and Obedience to 
Parents, or even Reſpecteto Old Age. 


By our Common Law, a Parent has In- 


tereſt in the Profits of his Childrens La- 


bour, while under Age; and by the Sta- 
tute of 43 E. c. 2. Children are oblig'd, 
if able, to provide for their poor and im- 
potent Parents. I will conclude this Head 
with a Commandment of the Almighty's, 
and an Exhortation of St. Paul's, Ye hall 


fear every Man his Mother and his Fa- 


ther, and keep my Sabbaths, Lev. xix. 3. 
In which God joins our Duty to our Pa- 
rents with that which is to be paid to 
himſelf. St. Paul's Advice is to both Pa- 
rents and Children ; Children, obey your 
Parents in all things; where we muſt 
underſtand Juſt and reaſonable ; for this is 

M 2 DE well- 
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well-pleafing to the Lord. Fathers, pro- 
vote not your Children to Anger, Jeſt they 
be #;ſcouraged, Coloſ. iii. 20, 21. 


TH o' tis poſſible (as I have already 


obſerv'd) our Saviour might in this Para- 


ble deſign to inſtruct Parents in their 
Duty, with regard to their Offspring, 
and by the Example of this Indulgent 


Father, ſhew the Amiableneſs of a for- 
giving Temper, and thus recommend 


Lenity to Parents; yet this is but tacitly 


done, while tis evident, that his princi- 


pal View was to encourage, even the 
moſt Profligate Sinner, to hope for Mercy, 
upon turning from his Sins, and humbly 
and contritely imploring the inexhauſtible 
Fountain of Compaſſion, to extend it to 


him: by the Son being driven to the 


greateſt Extremity of Want, and to the 
vileſt Servitude ; and by his being receiv'd 
by a Father, who even goes out to meet 
him, and afterwards reinſtated in the 
Degree of a Son; is figured to us, the 


moſt abandoned Sinner become ſenſible 
of his wretched Bondage, returning to a 


mer- 
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Offers of his Divine Grace, ſtrengthens 
and reſtores him to that Degree of Fa- 
vour, and affords him that Protection, 
which his Crimes had juſtly: forfeited. I 
pray God we may all, by ſeriouſly reflect- 
ing on the Goodneſs of our great Creator, 
copy the Reſolution of the Prodigal, and 
not only reſolve to return to our Duty, 
but immediately put that Reſolution in 
Practice: Ariſe, and throw ourſelves, 
with true Compunction and Humility, at 
the Footſtool of Divine Mercy; ſincerely 
: acknowledge our Sins, own our Unwor- 

thineſs, and thus become proper Objects 

of Compatſion, have our Pardon ſealed, 
and be again numbred among the Chil- 
_ dren of God, Mat when thy: Sun ſhall be 

darkened, and the Moan ſhall no more im- 
part her Light; when'the Stars ſhall fall 

from Heaven, the Powers of Heaven ſhall 

be ſhaken, Matt. xxiv. 29. : When the Son 
of Man ſhall come in his Glory, and all 
the Holy Angels with him; and before 
him ſhall he gathered all Nations, whom 
be ſhall je parate, Matt, xxv. 31, 32.3 ; We 


may 
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86 The Indulgent Father. 
may find ourſelves on his Right-hang, 
and hear his bliſsful Call, Come, ye Bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
pared for you fromthe Foundation of the 
World, Matt. x W 
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Ngelick Hoſts, the 8 Song win 
- Give Energy and Spirit to my Lays ; 
[apa a Spark yo your Celeſtial Fire ; 
I ſing with * the rom Je HOVAH'S Praiſe, 


Replete with Blif, of Bliſ el flow, 
Before the Worlds thy mighty Fiat made, 
Thou everlaſting Happineſs: diſt know; 
Nor couldſt T n O v want uy humble 
Creature's nan 4 * 


Eternal Glory rompa'd Tuns Sund 
Eternal Joys ſublime, Eternal Peace: 
Gop, in himſelf eternal Pleaſures found, 


No outward Object cou d his Bliſs increaſe. 
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are as a Suns, Rob, Phil, 


The gorgeous Light which vibrates round his 
Throne, 
Flaſhing intolerable endleſs Day, 
Sprang from the glorious, the ALMIGHTYON, 
In Him, from Him, is ev ry dazling Ray, 


Eternal Beauty, never-fading Youth, 
Eternal Mercy, Wiſdom Infinite; 
Unbounded Pow'r, with never-failing Truth, 
Eternal Glory, and Eternal Light; 


Are the grand Attributes, which ſpeak our God, 


Are God himſelf; are the Eternal Mind: 
Obſequious Worlds obey his awful Nod, 
And their EAN in his Mercy find. 


Twas this alone to ue el gave Birch; 
T was this did Planets and the Stars produce: 
Twas this, his Mercy, form'd the ſolid Earth; 
'To Him, nor Stars, nor Earth, nor Planets 
are of Uſe. | 


Can Bodies diser or Globes opaque, 


Add to his Glory, or his boundleſs Pow'r? 


Can helpleſs Creatures an Addition make 


To what in all it was, was Infinite before? 


Th ALMIGHTY ſpoke, and his Efficient Word 


The Univerſe produc'd: Stu pendous Frame 


A thouſand Suns *, a thouſand Lights afford, 


Which, with an innate e r e 
flame: 


* 1022 fixd Stars, which ſhine by. their own Light, and 
The 


his 
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The Earth ſubſides, obedient to his Nod, 
The lighter Elements aloft recede Yo 
All rake the Station deſtin'd by their Gon, - 
And Sage Courſe OMNIPOTENC E 
decreed. | 


* 


The Wigidg Sea does its juſt Limits know, 
Reveres the great CRraroR 8 dread. Com- 


mand ; 
Thus far, no farther, do 1180 dare to 8 


Here check th impending * and bare 


again the Stra 
5 2 5 7. 
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Tir Effects a Kor 2 fheraing Word, 
Which, Creatures finite, can but 00 
know, wa 
For Meditation do a Field ans” 
20 large | for hu man Life to travel chro r 


Tho to Diſcoveries of Ages pa aft, (Ip - 
Our Search adds more, yet are we fored 
to own 


(Our Senſe ſo bounded, and thy Works ſovaſt) 


We nothing know to what i is yet unknown. 


Thy Works ſhew fork thy? W idem, and thy 
Pow'r, 
Each Creature ſets chem in e 
Light; b | 
Nor can the glorious Sun declare them more, 
Than does che careful Ant, or humble Mite. 


15 Jeb xxxviii. ING os, Rake of Taſte, 
5 N 5 If 


Downs? 


py 
4 
75 
+ 
pf 
1 
7 
75 
* 
* 
, 
* 
2 
* 
i 
wi 


. TIT Eb — — — wa 
or ere eretete — we — — 2 — — 
—— —— — — = 


D — 2 It * 


— E — _ 2 — 3 * 
— UM I RT ERS 


» row 1 — . 
rr 


92 An HYMN 10 


If from the Starry Hoſt we turn our Eyes, T 
Whoſe mighty Diſtance + Numbers cannot 

ſhew; 

Or from the Planets which adorn the Skies, T 
Mie bend our Sight on Objects here below; 

Succeſſive Wonders ſtrike upon the Eye, 


All which thy Wiſdom, all thy Goodneſ . F 
ſpeak ; 
Effects we i the Cauſes hidden _ 
To fathom which Man's Intellect 8 too 
weak. hb V 


When on thy Works intewüdle we ink, | 

Which in each Particle the Gop declare, > 

Our Pride and Arrogance to nothing ſhrink; 

For ſtrait we 1 how mn how poor E 
we are. T EE! 


This Knowledge of ourſelves ſets Reaſon right [ 
With Face confus d our Nothingneſs we ſeg; | 


Humbled in Duſt, loſt in a Flood of Light 
We own Perfection 1 is alone 1 in THEE, * 0 


Did not thy own ACS nN O Pow'r Divine, 
Exact the Tribute of thy Creatures Love; 
This Retribution, didſt not thou injoin ? 


So vile we are, itwou'd Preſumption prove. 9 


1＋ A Sound emitted gen Sirius, the neareſt of the fix d 
Stars, would be 500,000 Years before we could hear it, ſup- 
N Bl the Sound in Proportion to the Diſtance, Phil. Tran 

Bullet out of a Cannon, travelling with its utmoſt Swift- 
22 trom Sirius to the Earth, would take up 720,000 Years 
in its Journey. —_— Conjedt. 


iS 


* ob xlit, 8 Boyle's Seraph. Love. 
| Thy 


\ 


the ALMIGHTY. gz 
Thy Goodneſs tis, which bids me dare to ls 
My fault'ring Voice, and thy great Wo 
proclaim ;z _ 
'Tis this emboldens me to ſing thy Praiſe, 
| To bleſs and call upon thy Holy Name: 


For *. is Man, whom thou doſt deign to 
mind... 
To whom Dominion o'er thy Works 
thou'ſt givin? 
What is the Son of Man, that he ſhould Gnd 
Such vaſt Indulgence from the God of 


_ Heavin? ® 
e, Nothing but Vanity i is mortal Man, + 
k; Tho' fearfully, nay, wonderfully made; 


or His Life at moſt is meaſur d by a Span; 
And his Days pals, as does the fleeting Shade. 


t. Like Grafs he ſpringeth up, which cloaths 


e; the Fields, 5 

t And with its Verdure entertains the E ye; 

Or like the Flow'r, which fragrant Gove 
yields, 

e, | Whoſe Morning Beauties in the Ev ning die. 

'B The Riſing-Sun, whoſe genial Beams array'd 

be painted Flow'rs of the enamel'd Mead, 

, Sees f at Noon, cut down, and proſtrate 

„ © 5 

1 Wiitring eben with the noxious 

Weed: 


* Eccles * Pal. ea. OXXFIN, xxxix. 'L Eſal. xc, 
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Succeeding Flow'rs ſtrait ſpring, and take the iſ W. 


Place E © 
Of thoſe which fell beneath th' impartial Ib Ane 
Scythe; 8 


And theſe now flouriſh in their native Grace, a 
Perfume the Air, and make the E arth look W 


blithe: A 
Not their gay Colours, nor their fragrant Smell, T 
The cruel Mower's rapid Hand can ſtay; 


Theſe too muſt fall, as thoſe before them fell, x 
And to another blooming Scene give way. 


80, while the Earth remains a ſolid Maſs, 
On which revolving Years can take no hold, 
New Generations riſe, the old ones paſs, 
To Mem'ry loſt, as is a Tale that's told.“ 


How vain is Man e'en in his Pomp of Pow'r! 
How vain, how ſilly are his Pains and Care! 
To Wealth amaſs'd he greedily adds more, 
Yet knows not who the painful Gains (hall 
heir. T \ 


Full fraught with 4 ev'ry Wel is found. 
There's nought on Earth the Mind can 
ſatisfy: | 
Infatiable is the Ear of Sound, 5 ll 7 
Of ſeeing more, {till covetous the Eye: 
Vet is there nothing new; for all our Pain 
Diſcovers only what before was known: I I 
Thi s that have Ages in Oblivion lain, 
| We vainly ſtyle Inventions of ouf own. 


i. ; + P/al. xxxix. 6. 8 Ecclef. i. 8. 
} Ecclef. ii. 10. | : : 
22 With 


/ 
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With vaſt Deſigns th“ Imagination warm'd, 
Does ev'ry Art and Stratagem employ ; * 


And now the Work, the mighty Work's per- 


form'd, 
When, Jo! a Fool does all the Fruit enjoy ; 
Who inſolently laughs at all our Care, 
Reviles or ſcorns us for the Pains we've ta'en, 
Thus do our Labours vaniſh into Air, 


And all our Study, all our Toil proves vain. 


This Thought alone, when all our Schemes 
; ſucceed, -. 
Makes us unſatisfy' d with what is done; ; 
With Anguiſh we explore the finiſh'd Deed, 
And count the painful Dangers we have run. 


Thus, as each Like does its own Like beget, 
So do our Pains, ſo does our carking Care, 


So does our Anguiſh, ſo our Blood and Sweat 
New Cares, new Anguiſh, and new Pains | 


prepare. | | | 
The Pleaſures of this Life with Gall are mix'd, 


The Search of Happineſs on Earth is vain: 


Wiſdom and Happineſs with THEE are fix'd, 
Wuh THEE alone, in TH EE alone, remain. 


Thou art the Source whence Happineſs does 
flow, 
Who ſeeks it out of Thee does nothing gain; 
All other Happineſs, that Mortals know, 
Is not in Pleaſure, but in Reſt from Pain. + 


* Eccleſ. ii. 19. — 4 Dryden, 
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Thy Mercy 'tis, which thus embitters Life, 
To fix our Thoughts beyond the ſtarry Skies 

That, wean'd from Earth, with Care and 


Trouble rife — 
We may to Tu Ex in Contemplation riſe, 


80 weak we are, we ſcarce wich Pain perceive, 
In this Decree Wiſdom and Mercy join'd; 
Led by falſe Hopes, to Earth we fondly cleave: 
Shunning the Light, we wilfully are blind, 


Man, who each Moment does thy Mercic 
prove, 
In whom, ſome Rays of Wiſdom ſeem to 
deen; * 
Who, e by Graticade, hou d melt in 
Love, 


Of all thy Creatures only dares rebel. 


- 


So inconſiſtent are we with ourſelves; | 

We vaunt a Light, which ſhews the Rocky 
Coaſt ; 

Yet ſhut our Eyes, and run upon thoſe Shelves 

This Light reveals, and ſtubbornly are loſt. 


To Reaſon deaf by Paſſions led aſtray, | 
Daily our Sins thy Juſtice do provoke 

But Mercy ſtill prevails on TH EE to ſtay, 
* 2a interpoſing, faves us from the Stroak. 


1. * ve, 8 
* N 1.05 P 


. 1 
7 AD 
* * Y 
= * 


\ vp 
SN 


"4 . 
? 2 


0. 285 
* y * . " ' * 4 
SY ©, > 


The VANITY of MAN. 


22 


A 


ö ER MON 


Preached at | 
ISHOPS-CASTLE, 
Er 


Cons of SALOP,; 


UNDAY Afternoon, May the 
24th, 1741. : 


8 ED — — 1 2 wore .. — — = - _— 7 3 — - - - - 
PR 5 . c c Star > r ted ren =. 4 OCR. SD 


= 

— 

__ c- 
2 Sa 


— — — 
2 . $2 a lp II mee 8 
FFP ²˙· AA IRE. PACED II nad: IL 


— PTT — 1 -. — - 
DD r AS — oat ARES + - : — EE ; x : 
— — — — . * 3 : E E 2 — 


, 
— . 8 ey — — 
— — —- — — —_— 
rr ... ⅛— ?. — ⏑˖7r—,⏑§˖«ꝛ⁊ LOC 

— 5 


14 


— — 4 * 2 9 2 


: 
4 
| 
lr 
(i 
F 
( i 
1. 
6 
! 
* 
. 
75 
3, 


BY THE 
& MW. Mr. RICHARD MASON; 


Gentleman Commoner of Mag. Coll. Oxon. 


— IE —_———_ — —— ——_— 4 * 


— th. * —— 


LON D 0 N: 
Printed in the Y EAR M „Dec, XLII. 


—— 


PRICE One Shilling. 


7 
* 
hci 
7 
* 
V 
4 
* 
Pl 
* 
Fiat * 2 
e x ; ret 


P$ALM viii. ver. 4. 
y bat is Man that thou art mindful of 
im? and the Son * Man, 4 | 


thou An. him & 


HE holy King and Prophet, 
contemplating the ſtupendous 
7 ml Majeſty and | Bens of the great 
7 Creator, makes a natural Re- 
— fllection on the ineffable Diffe- 
rence between God and his poor Creature 
Man; which Contemplation lays before him 
the wonderful Mercy of the Almighty, who 
vouchſafes to think of, and viſit him either 
with his Bleſſings, to rew-ard his Obedience; 3 
or with Inflictions, when deviated from the 
paths of Righteouſneſs, to bring him back 
into the right Way and prevent his periſhing. 
Theſe Meditations make him break out into 
Admiration, What is Man, &c? And indeed, 
if we conſider ourſelves in a true Light, what : 
are we but a Shadow ? meer Vanity, as the 
lame Prophet obſerves in another Place, Man 
is like to Vanity: his Days are as a Shadow 
that paſſeth away. Pal. cxliv. ver. 4. Again, 
ie bring our Years to an End, as it were 4 


Tale that is told, The Days of our Age are 
A * 7 hregs 


2 
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 Three-fcore Years. and ten, and though Men 
be jo ſtrong, that they come to Four-ſcore Tear, 
yet is their ftrength then but Labour and Sor- 
row; ſo ſoon paſſeth it away, and we are 
gone. Pſ. xc. ver. q, 10. 5 
Thomas d Kempis, an excellent Divine, re- 
flecting on the Miſeries attendant on human 
Life, ſays, very juſtly, the Days of this Life 
are ſhort and evil, full of Sorrow and Anguiſh, 
wherein Man is defiled with many Sins, en- 
cumber'd with many Paſſions, diſquieted with 
many Cares, diſtracted with many Curioſities, 
entangled with many Vanities, encompaſſed 
about with many Errors, worn with many 
Labours, vexed with many Temptations, weak- 
ened with Pleaſures, and tormented with 
Want, : : 5 
The Ancients compared Man to Graſs and 
the Flower of the Field, to a Bubble, a Puff 
of Wind, to Froth and to Chaff, *ArSewr:: 
waet yieloe x, de Ts dyes, ao ppl Ave m1) 
gebe AA. — And can we fay, when we 
refle& upon Eternity, that we are not as Grals 
or a Flower, which ſprings up and no ſoon- 
er comes to Perfection, but is cut down or 
withers; as a Bubble of Water, which ſcarce 
appears but it breaks and vaniſhes ; as a Puff 
of Wind, which is heard, paſſes and is forgot; 
as Froth, which falls almoſt as ſoon as raiſed; 
| ns Chaff which is carried away with the 
Wind, and is never more ſeen, or thought 
| worth enquiring after. 3 
What 
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The Vanity of Man. oF 
What is all the Pomp and Grandeur of this 
World, Conqueſts and ' Renown ? a ſhort 
Dream. - What is Power? Weakneſs. What 

our Knowledge? Ignorance. What our Rich- 

es? Poverty. When we look to the eternal 
Cauſe of Cauſes, how contemptible muſt 
every thing we glory in appear! how deſpi- 
cable muſt we efteem ourſelves! Did Man- 
kind give into mature Reflection on what they 
are, how periſhable ; how ſoon forgot, it 
would put an End to their Ambition, and 
humble their Pride. How many have there 
been, who anxious to perpetuate their Names, 
have made their Lives miſerable, yet are now 
entirely ſwallowed up in Oblivion? And thoſe 
whoſe Names have ſurvived many Ages, ſince 
their Departure hence, what Recompence is 
it for the Dangers they ran; the Care they 
were tormented with? Are they ſenſible that 
their Actions are mentioned with Honour to 
their Memory? No, the Grave ſeparates us 
from the World, with which we have no 
longer Commerce : We are there ignorant of 
what paſſes among Men. But, ſuppoſe the 
or contrary ; the Soul, if happy, is above the 
Ice Applauſe of momentary Mortals : if miſera- 
uff ble, 'tis too much engroſſed by Torments, to 
ot; be anxious for, or, even, think of ſurviving 
ed; Fame. 
the] The Words of my Text naturally furniſh 
zht the four following Heads for Reflection. 

1 

hel + . Firſt, 


6 The Vanimy of Man, 


Firſt, Whence we are ? 
Secondly, Whither we go? 
Thirdly, What we are? 
Fourthly, What we ſhall be? 


Firſt, Whence we are? Man originally is 
from the Duſt. And the Lord God formed 
Man of the Duſt of the Ground. Gen. ch. ii. 
ver. 7. And as every thing is reducible to its 
firſt Principle, according to the Philoſophers, 
ſo Man muſt again return to his, as God paſ- 
| fed Sentence upon him. In the Sweat of thy 
Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, till thou fa 
unto the Ground; for out of it waſt thou 
talen for Duſt thou art, and unto Duſt ſhalt 
thou return, Gen. iii. ver. 19. Job alſo tells us 
in the 24th chap. ver. 15. Man | ſhall turn 
again unto Duſt; having an Eye to the Curſe 
of God upon our Progenitor Adam. Thus 


much as to whence we are originally. Deriva- 


tively we are from Sinners. Behold, ſays holy 
David, Twas ſhapen in Iniguity, and in Sin 
did my Mother conceive me. Pl. li. ver. 5. We 

exiſt by the abſolute Will and inceſſant Pro- 
tection of the Almighty, who formed us and 
breathing into the lifeleſs Duſt it became a 


living Soul. Ger. ii. ver. 7. When we conſider | 


the Meanneſs of our Original, and the Sin in 
which we were born, which ſubje&s us to be 

the Companions of accurſed Spirits, and to be 
docmed to eternal Darkneſs and a living Death, 


=” 


— 
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if we are not 7 er we ſhall become 


more humble; the high conceit of ourſelves 


and the Contempt of others will be entirely 
extinguiſhed, and we ſhall learn Reſignation 
to God ; Patience, Forbearance, Long-Suffer- 
ing, and brotherly Love, with regard to Men. 
When we are moved with Paſſion, when 
eur Hearts are ſwoln with Pride, when our 
Minds gre puffed up with a high Conceit of 
our own Perfections, when we glory in our 
Knowledge, when we are vain of our Beauty, 
when we deſpiſe others for their Ignorance 


or Deformity, when we harbour Revenge in 


our Breaſts againſt our Neighbour, or dare, 
for any Loſſes, Diſappointments, or even the 
ſevereſt Inflictions, murmur againſt and a 

Heaven of Severity : Let us look back _—_ 
Original ; call to mind whence we ſprang, 
and reflect that we ſhall very ſoon become a 
putrid and loathſom Corps, intolerable to 
thoſe who ſhall ſurvive us: And for that Reaſon 
be covered with Earth and return to our primi- 
tive Duſt; and this Retroſpection from whence 
we are, on the one Hand, and the Reflection on 
what we ſoon ſhall be on the other, will 
prove a Remedy for our Pride, Paſſions and 
Impatience. Let us, with Job, conſider this ſeri- 
ouſly, and each Individual will fay with him, My 
Fleſh is clothed with Worms and Clods of Duſt. 
Job vii. ver, 5. Al Fleſh ſhall periſh toge- 
ther, and Man ſhall turn again unto Duſt. 


Job xxxiv, ver. 15. I have ſaid to Corrup- 
| tion, 


383 The VANITY of Man. 

tion, T hou art my Father; to the Norm, Thou art 
my Mother and my Siſer. Job xvii. ver. 14, 
Such is the haughty Man, who proud of his 
Birth and elated with Titles, deſpiſes thoſe who 
cannot reckon a Number of Anceſtors, diſtin- 
guiſhed by high Poſts and Dignities, or becauſe 
fuch Objects of his Contempt are labouring un- 
der Wants, or are not equally wealthy. Let ſuch 
an one look upon himſelf with an impartial Eye, 
and view his noble Extraction from the Duſt of 
the Earth; and then ſay in what he has Cauſe to 
glory! We are all; Rich and Poor, King and 
Beggar, of one and the ſame Compoſition. We 
are all ſhapen in Sin, conceived in Iniquity, and 
are all condemned by the ſame Sentence. Virtue 
alone, a good Life, and the conqueſt over our- 
ſelves, in pagers irregular Paſſions, do 
or ought to make the only Diſtinction between 
Man and Man : Not that I impeach the Re- 
wards of diſtinguiſhed Virtue in Titles and 
Poſts of Honour ; but as theſe are inherited, 
ſo ought they who derive them from their 
Anceſtors, alſo to inherit the Virtues by which 
they were obtained: or theſe temporary Ad- 
vantages only by ſetting ſuch Men 1 gher, ex- 

ſe their Vices more to View. Let me there- 
fore adviſe the Great to ſhew they are not de- 
generated by Affability and Humanity; the 
Rich, that they deſerve the Wealth they poſ- 
ſeſs by Liberality and Charity; and let thoſe 
who are in the higheſt Poſts convince the 


World, they could not be more worthily filled 
. | by 
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by Juſtice, and a diſintereſted publick Spirit. In 
Word, let us all bear in Mind to what End 
we have the Loan of Life; namely, that we 


ho Way ſecure a bleſſed Eternity, atid that we 
in- may act like rational Creatures, in ſecuring 
ule Nui, ineſtimable Good, let us often put this 
In- / 5 


Queſtion to ourſelves, which is my 


Second Head, Whither do we go? 
of WM The very Minute we came into the World 
to we began our Journey to the Grave; we fat 
nd ont for the Goal of Death, to which we gra- 
Ve dually draw near. Moments riſe to Mi- 
nd Hautes 3 Minutes to Hours; Hours to Days; 
tue Days to Weeks; Weeks to Months; Months 
ur- Wt Years : and every, the minuteſt, Particle 
of Trme puſhes us on, and adyances us in our 
journey. Every ſetting Sun reminds us we 2 
de. ¶bave a Day leſs to live, and that we alſo muſt 

nd decline and vaniſh from the Eyes of the World, : 
© never again to appear, never more to be 2 
el Wreckoned in the Number of the Living: | 


ich I vherefore we ought to prepare; wiſely, for a 
d- future State; nay, even, he that doubts future 
ex- 


Retributions, if he is endowed with Prudence, 
re- ought to live as if he had no Doubt, that he 


le- may not ſuffer by the Certainty: If there is 
the Wn Hereafter, no future Reckoning, he can 
o. loſe nothing by having lived rationally ; by 
-= which I mean, virtuouſly : But on the con- 


led trary, if there is, as all wiſe Men have acknow= 
„ *dged, even among the Heathens, a vitious 
i 5 Courſe 


T 


bis future Situation miſerable. Whereas, hi 
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Courſe of Life makes his Death terrible, an 


whoſe Hopes are fixed on a bleſſed Eternity 
neither fears nor feels Death ; which alone, 
in this World, is certain: Such a Man wil 
make the Thoughts of his Diffolution eaſy t- 
him, by looking beyond it on the Glory to 
which it leads; for as Life gives way tc 
Death, ſo Death makes way for Life: 
Death takes from us a momentary precarious 
Life, it amply rewards us by giving a Like 
r 1 $1 
As we are borne away with the Tide o 
Time to the Valley of Death, where there is 
no repenting of Crimes or Follies paſt, which 
we can only do in.our Paſſage through this 
World, and as after Death comes Judgment 
it behoves us ſeriouſly and inceſſantly to think 
on whither we go, and to live ſo circumſped- 
ly as neither to be ſurpriſed at, or afraid of 
the great Change, when we ſhall put off Mor- 
tality and be cloathed with Immortality: at 
which Time, what will avail us all our paſt 
| Pleaſures, all worldly Pomp and Grandeur : 
Our Wealth and Power ? Nothing : On the 
contrary, they will make our parting with 
them grievous, if our Hearts have been too 
much ſet upon them, they will be as ſo many 
Chains that bind our Affections to this World, 
which however the Power of Death will break 
in ſunder. We ſhall be unwilling to be ſe- 
queſtred from them, and the irreverſable De- 


Cree 
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tee will fill us with inconceivable Anguiſh 
ind Bitterneſs of Soul. We ſhall think on the 
Uſe we have made of them with panick 
Fears, and apprehend the Account we are 
ſummoned to give at the Tribunal of a juſt 
ind tremendous God : Whereas, he who daily 
thinks on whither he is going, whither he 
nuſt inevitably go, will, in ſuch a Manner, 
comport himſelf, as to look upon Death rather 
friendly Deliverer than the King of Terrors, 
which, indeed, he is to the Wicked only : 
This prudent, whom I term the good Man, 
it his laſt Hour, may exclaim, O Death, e! 


Cor. ch. xv. ver. 55. Far from being ter- 
ified he will rejoice at it's Approach: His own 
Conſcience will diſarm this Leveller of all 
nk Mankind, take from him his Sting, and make 
et this Servant of the Living God, triumph over 
1 of the Grave. 8 ; 


lor- We ought not to bewail our being mortal, 7 


: at but Sin which made us ſo. Man was at firſt 


paſt ¶ created to be conditionally immortal: but Sin 


ur: made him miſerable ; It was, therefore, Mer- 


the cy made us mortal, ne @ternum efſemus miſert ; 


vith IM that we might not be for ever miſerable, as we 
too muſt have been without Death. 
any! To die is to be no more unhappy, if we 


rid, MW have made a good Uſe of Life: it is but 


eak Breath departed from dead Earth, at firſt, en- 


ſe-M livened by Breath breathed into it. The 


De- Philoſophers among the Heathens ever e- 
ree "B32 ſteemed 


i thy Sting ? O Grave, where is thy Victory? 
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ſteemed Death a deſirable Good, as it was 


cor 
Paſſage to a better Place. Cato the Senatfl afh 
faid, S Deus mihi largiatur ut repueraſcaſ ſan 
valde recuſem, nec tum me wvixifſe panitetih * 
quia bene vixi; nec timeo mori quia ex hoſpi 
tio, non domo, diſcedam. That if God woul 
give him Power to renew his Youth, h be 
ſhould be very far from employing it, thoughiifi joi 
neither ſhould he be ſorry that he had exiſted 7 
becauſe he was conſcious he had lived well ar 
neither was he afraid to die, as by Death h 
did not leave his Houſe, but an Inn only} ar 
By which it is plain, this virtuous Heathen P 
looked upon this Life no other than a PaſlazMW fc 
to a better, to which Death would give him A 
Admittance. Seneca being asked quid eſt mori ir 
What is Death? anſwered, aut finis aut tron je 


 fitus. Tis either a final End, or a Paſlage. 
But it is a Necree irrevocable, that all Fleſh 
{hall die : Wherefore let us conſtantly bear in 
Mind, that every Moment brings us nearer to 
the Execution of that Sentence; and that we 
{hall all, ſooner or later, take up our Reſts in 
the Grave, whither we are journeying in Com- 
pany ; and let the Reflection of wwhither we 
go make us prepare for it, in ſuch a Man- 


ner, that we may eſteem the Moment which 
ſeparates us from this World, the time of WW 
greateſt Comfort, as it puts an End to the 
Miſeries inſeparable from this Vale of Tears; 
opens to us the Gates of immortal Life, and 

_ Frowns us with endleſs Glory. It will greatly 
1 | con- 


15 The Vanity of MAN. 13 
contribute to our leading Lives which will 
aſſure to us this bleſſed Futurity, if we inceſ- 
Enly and ſeriouſly conſider n 


Third Head, What we are? 
This Conſideration will ſo manifeſtly ſet 
before us our own Nothingneſs, that we ſhall 
join the Holy Prophet in his Exclamation, 
What is Man, that thou art mindful of him ? 

and the Son of Man that thou viſiteſt bim? 
That we are endowed with a rational Soul, 
and capable of Immortality, is the only one 
Point in which we excel the brute Creation ; 
for as to the Body, many of them have the 
Advantage over us, we are weak crazy Be- 
ings; a Compoſition of Breath and Duſt; ſub- 
ject to numberleſs Diſtempers; impure in the 
very Womb, condemned to Death before we 
were born ; naturally unclean in our Bodies; 
vile in our Quality ; our Weight lighter than 
rv Vanity, and proud of Imperfection: Our Be- 
well ing is indeed no more than a troubleſome 
11 Dream; we are born weeping, live encom- 
m paſſed with Sorrows, and die grieving : This 
vis a true Eſtimate of human Life. Notwith- 
n- ſtanding we are endowed with Reaſon, yet 
ch are we ſo importuned by our Paſſions, that 
of ¶ we act contrary to it, and may be ſhamed by 
de Inſects, which proceed more providently. We 
know that this World is not our reſting Place, 
d that we are here in a State of Probation ; that 
7 Time loſt is irretrievable; that we are poſting 
5. 2280 
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to the Grave, which will keep us in Cuſtody 
till it delivers us up to Judgment; that we 
ſhall at the laſt receive a Sentence according to 
the Lives we have led on Earth, and that ſuch 
will be irrevocable; yet do we live, as if ig- 
Aorant of all theſe infallible Truths ; as if we 
imagined ourſelves the Favourites of Heaven, 
and brought into the World only to indulge 

to our ſenſual Appetites: What miſerable 
Mretches are we, who allured by preſent En- 

yments, can be unmoved with the Terrors 
of a dreadful Eternity, and ſeeing will not 
fee? We are daily admoniſhed by our inward 
Monitor; Conſcience, inceſſantly calls upon, 
and lays before us our Danger but, we ra- 
ther endeavour to filence it's Clamours, than 
profit by it's Remonſtrances, and one would 
judge that we were in love with Perdition. 

Let us, my Beloved, as we are diſtinguiſhed 

by Reaſon, act for the Time to come, like 


rational Creatures; conſider the Frailty of 


our Nature; the many Caſualities to which 
we are ſubject; the Certainty of Death ; the 
Uncertainty of the time we ſhall die ; what 
muſt neceffarily follow on our leaving this 
World; rouze from this Lethargy of Sin and 
Folly, and awake to Prudence. 
Would the haughty Man thus conſider 
what he really is, what a momentary, poor, 
crazy, declining Creature who depends en- 
tirely on the Mercies of his Creator for his 


longer Exiſtence ; it would alla ay all preſump- 
tuous 
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The Vanity of Man. 15 


tuous Thoughts, and make him look with 


another Eye on that Part of Mankind, his 


Kindred Duſt, whom he now deſpiſes. What 
(as I have before obſerved) are Power, Riches, 
or Titles, but Accidents, of which we have 
only a permiſſive Fruition? One Man de- 
pends upon another, or upon a Number ; and 
the greateſt Prince, however ſecurely his Do- 


minion ſeems to be eſtabliſhed, however juſt is 


his Title, however mild his Government, is 
liable to become as wretched as the moſt ab- 
ject of his People, by unforeſeen and innu- 
merable Accidents. Of this Truth, we have 
Numbers of Examples in the Hiſtories of all 
Nations. 5 | 
From the greateſt Monarch to the meaneſt 
Peaſant, we are poor, uncertain, tranſitory 


Creatures, every Moment haſtening to our 


firſt Principle, Duſt : We carry about a pe- 


riſhable Body, which decays even by the 


Means of its Preſervation, and will ſoon crum- 


ble into Atoms; like the Bodies of irrational 
Creatures. Tis then, that we ſhall reap the 
Benefit of the Diſtinction between them and 
us, if we ber made a right Uſe of that diſ- 
tinguiſhing Faculty, Reaſon, given by the 


merciful and All- wiſe Creator, ſo to guide our 
Ways in this Journey of Life, as at the 
End to bring us to a bleſſed Immortality: 


But, if on the contrary, forgetful of what we 


are, we blindly follow the Dictates of our 


Paſſions, and inordinate Deſires; Death will 
1 | bring 
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16 The Vanity of MAN. 
bring us to ſuch a Scene of everlaſting Woe, | 

that we ſhall envy the Beaſts which periſh ' | 

with their Bodies, and with we had rather 

been the moſt contemptible Reptile upon 

Earth, than the Victim of our Folly in end- 
leſs Miſery, I now proceed to my 


Fourth and laſt Head, What we ſhall be ? + 
As to our Bodies, they will, as I have 
already ſhewn, be immediately turn'd to 
Duſt, the Principle of their Being. Though 
they will, mediately, -be glorified ; the Atoms 
of which they are form'd, will be again re- 
united and joined to the Soul, and be conduct- 
ed by Angels to the Eternal Manſions of 
everlaſting Bliſs, if we are entitled to this un- 
ſpeakable Mercy, by having ſquared our Lives * 
- to the Conditions of the Goſpel-Covenant, on Fo 
which alone the Great God has been pleaſed a 
to promiſe it; but though our Bodies ſhall ac- 0 
company our Souls to Heaven, they will then ts 
be diveſted of all Paſſions ; and notwithſtand- F 
ing theſe identical Fleſh, Blood and Bones, 24 
ſhall be received into the Celeſtial Choirs, as 4 
Job ſays, And though after my Skin Worms a 
' deflroy this Body, yet/ in my Fleſh ſhall J ſee 4 
God: whom IT ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and mine 4 
Eyes ſhall behold, and not another; though my [I 


Reins be conſumed within me, Job xix. ver. | 4 
26, 27. Notwithſtanding, I tay, this very A 
Body, which we now carry about with us, © 


ſhall be received into Heayen, yet will it be 
„„ 


3 


* 


o purified, ſo changed. in the twinkling of 
an Eye, as to be worthy of Admittance in 
| thoſe immaculate Realms of refulgent Light, 
endleſs Life, and ineffable Glory. For St. Paul; 


explains himſelf, both in the ſubſequent Ver- 
ſes in this Chapter, and in Philippians Chap- 
ter ili. ver. 20, 21. By Which he gives us 
to uhfetſtand, that by Fleſh and Blood, he 


attended and polluted by our earthly Deſires 


« Now this Tſay, Brethren, that Fleſh and 
4 e Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God; 
a « neither doth Corruption inheri* Incorrup- 
en. Behold, I fhew you a Myſtery ; we 


e ſhall not all fleep, but we ſhall all be chan- 
* ged, in a Moment, in the twinkling of an 
f * Eye, at the laſt Trump, (for the Trumpet 
Hall ſound) and the Dead ſhall be raiſed in- 
*© corruptible ; and we ſhall be changed. Fur 


* this mortal muſt put on Immortality, 1 Cor: 


« ſation is in Heaven, from whence alſo we 
« look for the Saviour, the Lord Feſus Chrift * 
e Who [hall change our vile Body, that it may 
e be faſhioned like unto his glorious Body. Phil- 
< lipians chap. iii. ver. 20, 21.” And we 
„learn by St. Matt. ch. xvii. ver. 2. that our 
: _ Co. bleſſed 


4 


I. VIX ITT of MAN 25 


when he ſays in the 2 Chapter of his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, That Fleſh and 
Bled cannot inherit the Kingdom of Gef 


means ſuch as are our Bodies here on Earth, 
and irregular Paſſions. Theſe are his Words, 


et this corruptible muſt put on Incorruption, and 


e ch. Kv. ver. 50, 51, 52, 53. Fr our Conver- | 
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bleſſed Redeemer appeared as bright and glo- 
Tious as the Sun, when he was transfigured-: 
Our Bodies will therefore become lucid and 
.environ'd with Glory, and tho! it is not hers 
manifeſted to us what we ſhall be, yet may 
we be aſſured, we ſhall be like him, for we 
ſhall ſee him as he is. Our bleſſed Saviour him- 
_ - ſelf ſpeaking of the laſt Judgment, ſays : Ther 
hall the Righteous ſhine forth ps the Sun, in 
the Kingdom of their. Father. Mat. xiii. ver. 
43. which was alſo propheſied by Daniel, 
And many of them that ſleep in the Duff of the 
Earth ſhall a fome to everlaſting Life, 
and ſome to Shame and everlaſting Contempt: 


3 And they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Bright- 


neſs of the Firmament, and they that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever 
and ever. Dan. xii. ver. 2, 3. 

If any Perſon ſhould idly ask, how theſe 
ſcattered Atoms diſperſed over the Face of 
the Earth, or this Body poſſibly devoured by 
Beaſts, Birds or Fiſh, ſhould reunite and be 
new formed ? let him only contemplate on 
the Power of that God, who. in the Begin- 
ing by his All-creating Word, framed the 


ſtupendous Fabrick of the Univerſe out of 
Nothing ; hjs Aſtoniſhment will then natu- 
rally ceaſe, and he will fay with the Apoſtle, 
Why ſhould it be thought a Thing incredible 
avith you, that. God ſhould raiſe the Dead? 
Acts ch. xxyi. ver. 8. It is that God from 
whom we are taught we ſhall riſe again, and 


that 
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The VANTT y of Man, 19 
that the Soul ſhall again be united to this iden- 
tical Body, to which he will reſtore the Im- 
mortality it was deprived of by the Tranſ- 
greſſion of our firſt Parents: and as he is the 
God of Truth, Truth it ſelf, his Word can- 
not fail us. This very Body ſhall be ſpiritu- 
alized, and together with te Soul enjoy eter- 
nal and unſpeakable Bliſs, join the Choir 
of Celeſtial Angels, in their Hymns of endleſs 
Praiſe of the glorious and infinitely Benefi- 
cient Creator, and follow the Lamb where- 
ſoever he goeth, which that we may all attain to, | 
may God of his infinite Mercy aſſiſt us with 
his Divine Grace, through the Merits of his 
bleſſed Son our 8 Jeſus Chriſt, to 
whom with the Father and Hoh Ghoſt, be 
given all due- Praiſe, Honour and Power, 
OY to all Eternity. Amen.—.— | 
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AcTs xxvi. ver. 8. 
Why fhwld it be thought a Thing in- 
credible with you, that God "ſou 
raiſe the Dead? 


"o'r I ly accuſed by the Fews, una- 
ble to prove the Charge they 
brought againſt him, and he 


and murder him, before he was ſent Priſoner to 
Cſarea; juſtly apprehending that the ſame 
Inveteracy which had bound upwards of forty 


hould he conſent to go to, and be tried at, 
Jeruſalem, obliged him to appeal to Cæſar; 
which Appeal, Feſtus, the Roman Governor, 


loner to Rome. Soon after this King Agrippa, 
making a Viſit to the Governor, from the 
Detail of Paul's Affair related to him by 
Feſtus, was deſirous to hear him. Paul ac- 
cordingly was brought before the King ; gave 
m Account of himſelf, the Faith he was edu- 
ated in, his former Zeal for the — of 
A 2 * 


8 Dl AINT Paul having been falſe- 


i having formerly been made ac- 


CEE —_ the Deſign they had to way-lay 


Men under an Oath, to eat nothing till they 
had ſlain him, might perpetrate the Crime 


having admitted, determined to ſend him Pri- 
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4 On the RERSURRECT TOR. 
his own Nation ; his having perſecuted the 
Sect of the Nazarites, his miraculous Con- 
verfion to the Name of Chriſt, and his being 
then a Priſoner for believing, as did all the 
Sect of the Phariſees, the Reſurrection of the 
Dead: A Promiſe, ſaid he, made of God un- 
to our Fathers. Unto which Promiſe bur 
tevelve Tribes inſtantly ſerving God Day an 
Night, hope to come: for which Hopes ſale, 
King Agrippa, I am accuſed of the Jews. M « 
foould it be thought a Thing incredible with : 
vou, that God ſhould raiſe the Dead? Acts ch. 
6, 7, 8. | 
In this Speech of St. Paul, which begin 
ith that Decency and Reſpect due to the hig 
Dignity of king Agrippa,he frankly avows what 
was imputed to him as a Crime; and bring 
the Promiſe and Power of God, for Argu 
ments to ſupport the Reaſonableneſs of hi: 
Belief. What he advances, is plain, intelli 
ible, energetick, and delivered with that Spi 
rit and Reſolution inſeparable from an uf 
right Conſcience : Fear, Dejection, and {er 
vile Meanneſs, being both the Confequenc 
and the Betrayers of Guilt, Nay, whoevel | 
will ferioufly weigh this Addreſs of the AM 
poſtle, to Agrippa, Feſtus, and the mix' 
Audience of Few$ and Gentiles, will diſcovei 
in it a Boldneſs, accompany'd with Modeſty 
and a Complaiſance without the leaſt Tincture 
of Flattery. In the Words of my Text, he 
appeals to the Faith of the Jeus, and to the 
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. On the RESURRECTION. 5 
good Senſe of the Gentiles, Why ſhould it be 
thought a Thing incredible with you, that God 
ſhould raiſe the Dead? with you Jews, who 
believe the Prophets, for they teach it; 25775 
you Romans, who cultivate and are the great 
Patrons of Learning, ſince the Credibility of 
this Belief may be evinced from the Princi- i 
ples of ſound Philoſophy. _ 
In diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall en- ' Ai 
deavour to prove the Credibility of the Reſur- 
rection. 


Firſt, From the Old Teſtament, 


Secondly, From a curſory View of Na- 
ture, 


oy Thirdly, From the Power of God. 


- Fourthly and laſtly, From the Teſti- 
| | mony of the Goſpel. | 


Firſt, I am to prove the Credibility of the 
Reſurrection from the Old Teſtament ; I thall 
to this End, ſuppoſe my ſelf in the Place of 
the holy Apoſtle, ſpeaking, firſt, to his 
Country Men the Jeus, and next to the Ro- 
mans. Why thould it, O my Country Men, 
whoſe Hope and Truſt is in the living God, 
whoſe Mercies you have often experienced; 
who has often ſpoken to you by the Mouths 
of his Prophets; whoſe Promiſes of Mercy 
on the one Hand, and Denunciation of Woes, 
if not averted by your turning away from, and 
| repent- 
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repenting your Wickedneſs, on the other, 
have never failed being verified: who know 
this eternal Being of all Beings to be the ſacred 
Fountain of Truth: why ſhould 1. 1 ſay to 
you, who believe the Prophets, ſeem inere— 
dible, that God ſhould raiſe the Dead? have 
not the Prophets taught the Reſurrection of 
the Dead? or can you aſſign any Reaſon, 
Wherefore the Prophets are leſs worthy of Cre- 
dit, in this, than in ,any other Point ? you 
will not deny that the Reſurrection of the 


Dead is a Doctrine of your own Prophets; 


tince you muſt either ayow an Ignorance of 
What it behoves you, as true Iraeclites, to be 
well acquainted with; or a Diſingenuity 
which may with much Eaſe be detected. The 
Prophet Daniel expreſly teaches it, And many 
of them that fleep in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall 
awake, ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſome to 
Shame and everlaſting Contempt. Dan. Xxil. 
ver. 2. The holy and Royal Prophet David, 


lays, his Fleſp ſhall reſt in Hope: For thou 


wilt not leave my Soul in Hell; neither will 
thou ſuffer thine holy One to ſee Corruption. 

Pal. xvi. ver. 9, 10. I might quote other 
Texts, which manifeſt the Truth of this 
Doctrine, for the Profeſſion of which, I am 
now a Priſoner and in Bonds; but, that I 
may not ſeem prolix, I ſhall only add the 
Words of Job, ſpoken in the Anguiſh of his 
Soul, For 1 know that my Redeemer livetb, 
and that he ſhall frand at the latter Day 


upon 
TY 
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upon the Earth. And though after my Skin, 
Worms deſtroy this Body, vet in my Fleſh ſhall 
T fee God: whom I ſhall fee for my ſelf, and 
mine Eyes ſhall behold, and not another; th 
my Rrins be conſumed within me. Job ch. xix. 
ver. 2 5, 26, 27, You may object that "ob 
was no Pro het; I allow it ; but we have 
Reaſon to believe that God has, by him, as 
well as by Daniel, and David, whom ye al- 
low Prophets, declared what he deſigns to 
effect: Since among all the Nations of the 
Earth, who, by the Light of Nature, believe 
the Immortality of the Soul, none, who was 
not enlightened by the Spirit of God, had ever 
any the leaſt Idea of the Reſurrection of the 
Body, to ſhare the Happineſs or Miſery of the 
Soul in a future State. Tho' I believe none of 
you will fay the Prophets quoted, are not equal- 
ly to be believed in this, and other Predictions, 
1 it will be difficult to aſſign a Reaſon 
to ſupport ſuch a Poſitzon ; yet as ſome of you 
may cavil at them, and ſay, from the Incre- 
dibility of the Reſurrection of the Dead, that 
the Prophets ſpoke figuratively, and had a 
Senſe different from the Interpretation I have 
given of their Words; as I know, my be- 
loved Country-Men, that you believe the 
Scriptures, I will, from the Examples they 
afford us, ſhew that the Senſe in which I have 
underſtood the Prophets, as it is agreeable to 
the Letter, is no Way abſurd, or the Reſur- 


rection of the Dead, a Matter incredible; 
3 


— 
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ſince holy Writ affords us more than one Ex- 
ample of the Dead being raiſed again to Life. 
The Prophet Elifab, after having wrought a 
Wonder, altogether as incredible as reſtoring 
Life to the Dead, by the Barrel of Meal and 
Cruſe of Oyl, ſupporting himſelf, the Widow 
of Zarephath and her Son, yet no way dimini- 
ſhing, raiſed the Son of that Widow, who 
died while he ſojourned with her, and deli- 
vered him alive to his Mother. 1 Kings ch. 
xvii. ver. 16, 23. Eliſha brought to Life the 
dead Son of the Shunammite. 2 Kings ch, iv. 
ver. 35. And the Power with which God 
had endued him in his Life did not leave 
him, but was efficacious even in his Sepul- 
chre, when nothing of the Prophet remained 
but his Bones alone. And Eliſha died, and 
they buried him : And the Bands of the Mo- 
abites invaded the Land at the coming in of 
the Year. And it came to paſs as they were 
burying a Man, that behold, they ſpied a 
Band of Men, and they caſi the Man into the N 
Sepulchre of Eliſha : and when the Man was WM" 
let down, and touched the Bones of Eliſha, he ha 
revived, and ſtood up on his Feet. 2 Kings ch. ge 
xiii. ver. 20, 21. I will not ask you if you 8 
bclieve the holy Scriptures, I know you do. 0 
Why then, ſhould you, (above all Men) think 0 
the Reſurrection of the Dead a Thing incre- 80 
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dible ; ſince your Belief of divine Writ, is an to 
Argument that you allow this Miracle, (which Y 
at preſent can gain no Credit with you, and F 


for 
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or the Belief of which you have laden me 


yith Chains; fought to deprive me of Life, 
nd arraign'd me at the Judgment Seat ef 
zſar,) has been more than once wrought by 
the Power of God, delegated to his Servants, 


he Prophets. Is then the Hand of the Al- 


nighty ſhortened ? or is his Omnipotence no 


nore, by ſuffering Reſtriction? No. You dare 
ot thus blaſpheme. I am ſatisfied the Romans 


nd others, who now hear me, not profeſſing 
knowing our Law, not acquainted with, or 
it leaſt believing our Scripture, may eſteem 
ne a Babler ; a Teacher of ſtrange Doctrines, 
nd as the molt noble Feſtus declared, a Mad- 
man ; though his Humanity was pleaſed to 
often the Expreſſion, by attributing a very 
happy Effect, to a very laudable Cauſe : but 
the Romans, in entertaining ſuch an Opinion 


Jof me, for the Reaſons already given, are excu- 


able. But you, who have the Law of God and 
the Prophets for your Guides, what Excuſe 
an you bring for the Treatment I have expe- 
enced from you? Theſe Bonds which you 
have put upon me are unjuſt ; or you no lon- 
ger believe the Law and the Prophets: There 
no Medium: but it is not to you that I am 
to give in my Plea ; you, and I, are ſubjects 
to Czar ; you may accuſe, and it is an Indul- 
rence allowed you, thoſe who are Innova- 
tors: but, it is Cæſar who muſt determine 
We are now Subjects of the Romans, yaut 


Power is reſtrained ; and I am ſure, that ge- 
nerous 
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nerous, that brave and publick ſpirited Peo- 
ple, will nat condemn me , if I fay, Iam ſorry 
to ſee, and heartily. bewail the Liberty of my 
Country, depending on the Will of Others, 
I fay it is not te you, but to Ceſar, that | 
am to clear my ſelf, from the Accuſation 
brought by you againſt me : Wherefore to 
remove the Prejudice, which the moſt noble 
Feſtus ſeems to have received, from my Do- 
ctrine, of my being diſordered in my Senſes, 
give me Leave moſt noble F:ftus, and you 
Romans to endeavour in the 


Second Place, from a curſory View of a 
{mall Part of Nature, to ſhew the Credibility 

of the Reſurrection of the Dead; and that * 
many things, of the Reality of which, we 
are convinced, would appear as incredible, 
did we not receive the Certainty of them, by 
the Conviction of our Senſes. Let us ſup- M 
poſe, O generous Romans, a Man by the Pow- Wl * 
er of an Almighty Being, brought into the B 
World, endow'd with the Uſe of Reaſon, l 
but an entire Stranger to the Courſe of Na- E 
ture; and who had only been informed that h 
eyery thing he ſaw haſten'd to its Diſſolution ; i 
that the genial Rays of that glorious Orb ot E 
Light, emitted a Warmth, which was pro- Hb 
ductive of the Nouriſhment of Men and i * 
Beaſts, and that without the Benefit of the I © 
Sun, the whole Creation of Animals, ſuppoling | | 
they could ſupport the Cold, which mult 


ne- 
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. neceſſarily ſucceed to the Extinction of the 

ry Solar Warmth, muſt periſh by want of Sup- 

ny port: Suppoſe again, that this Man thus 

rs, brought into the World, by Means ſuperna- 

1 toral, made his firſt Appearance when the 

on un was in the Zenith; that he obſerved it /, 

to gradually decline to the Weſt ; at length, to 
ls thinking, ſubmerge in the Ocean; be 

)o. WM loft to Sight, and thick Darkneſs ſucceed, 

which envelop'd, as he muſt neceſſarily ſup- 

poſe, the whole World: would not ſuch a 
Man, as I have imagined, think, him who 
ſhould affert that the very Globe of Light, 


f, Wl which he ſaw buried in the Weſtern Sea, 
lity would in the Revolution of a few Hours, 
hat which Term, we will ſuppoſe explain'd to 
we Wl him by an Hydrometer, riſe again in the 
dle, Eaſt, and again enliven the World with Light 
by and Heat? would not, I fay, this fictitious 
up- Man, think him who ſhould give him Aſſu- 
W- WW cance of this Reſurrection of the Sun, an idle 
the Babler? Yet this Miracle, of the Sun's diur- 
on, nal Death and Reſurrection, we fee without 
Na- Emotion, and do not reflect upon it, as tis 
hat Wl habitual to us. Thus too, the Grain which 
on; ¶ the Husbandman ſows; dies, rots in the 


Earth, and ſprings up again the ſame Grain; 
be it Wheat, Barley, or any other Corn or 
and Seed, that is ſown, without engaging our At- 
the tention, as it is a thing we are accuſtomed to 
ſing I fe; yet is it not leſs miraculous, as it alone pro- 
uit MI cceds from the Will and Direction of infinite 
ne- | B 2 Power, 
| - : 
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Power, to whom all things are equally facile, 
than the Reſurrection of the Body, when cor- 
rupted and turned to Duſt. But this latter i; 
not ſubject to the Senſes ; and it may be ob- 
jected the Mind can form no Idea of what is 
not conveyed to it by the Canal of the Senſes: 
I anſwer, that the Senſes are as little informed, 
with Regard to the periſhing and new Vegeta- 
tion of the Corn ſown, as it is of the Reſurrect- 
ion of human Bodies, and acquainted only with 
the Effects ; again, that it 1s an Error to main- 


tain, that the Mind can form no Idea but by 


Means of the Senſes. You Romans believe 
the Immortality of the Soul and future Retri- 


butions; and if I ſhould ask you what the | 


Soul is, which you believe exiſts, when ſepa- 
rated from the Body, you would tell me, 


and very rightly, that it is an immaterial Prin- 


ciple, diſtinct from the Body, and the Cauſe 
of the ſeveral Operations, of which, by in- 
ward Senſe and Experience we are ſelf con- 


ſcious; it is the Source of Thought and Me- 
mory, and is, what Reaſons, Debates, directs 


the Will and all the Motions of the Body: That 


it is diſtinct trom the Body, is hence evident; 


we know that the Body is material, and tis im- 


poſſible that Matter however refined and depu- 
rated, can be capable of Thought and Memory, 
the Properties of the Soul. Will any one deny 
this, being a juſt Idea of the Soul? Certainly | 
no. Will any one iy you have received this | 


Idea by Means of the Senſes? This cannot be 


— 
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ſupported; whence it is evident, that we may 
conceive many things without their Interpo- 
ſition, and that we ſhould reject a Number 
of Truths, if- we admitted nothing but what 
can be accounted for to human Reaſon ; 
which however we allow poſſible,” through 


the Conviction of our Senſes ; though from 


their being out of the ordinary Courſe of Na- 
ture, they would otherwiſe ſeem as incredi- 


ble, as the Reſurrection of the Dead. Who 


can account for the Diſappointment of a preg- 
nant Woman's Inclination, or a Fright, im- 
preſſing on the Fætus in her Womb, the Fi- 
gure of the thing ſhe craved, or by which ſhe 


was frighten'd, or producing a Monſter ? Can 


human Reaſon fathom this Myſtery, or could 
we have any Idea of ſuch an Effect being 
oſſible? would it not be altogether as incre- 


dible as the Reſurrection of our Bodies after 
their Diſſolution, now appears to you, did 


not the Frequency of ſuch an Effect, make us 
leſs reflect upon the Miracle; for ſuch I term 
whatever is out of the common Road of the 


Operation of Nature? Which of your Philoſo- 


phers can give a Reaſon for the inſtantaneous 


: Obedience of th: Members of the Body to the 
Will? or how the different Aliments we 


take, are converted to Fleſh and Blood, of the 
fame Species as that we brought into the 
World? Yet we are convinced of . theſe 
Truths : whatever our Thoughts dire& our 


Members inſtantly obey, Would I walk, my 
4 . 
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Legs are that Moment in Motion ; would 1 
ſtop and ſand ſtill, they inſtantancouſl ceaſe of 
that Motion; do we feed on Herbs, or Pulſe, B 
Fiſh, or Fleſh, drink Wine or Water ; or are 
nouriſhed by an indiſcriminate Uſe of theſe 
different Aliments, which are endued reſpec- 
tively with different Virtues and Effects; yet 
we are convinced, they all concur to one End, 
and are converted into the ſame Subſtance ; 
and the fame colour'd Liquid, Fleſh and 
Blood. But, as I ſaid, the Wonder of theſe | 

_ Effects is loſt in their being habitual to us. 
Can any of us account for Digeſtion and Se- | 

paration, how Nature divides the nutritive 
from the ſuperfluous Part of our Food, which 
ſhe caſts forth, and how ſhe prepares, colours, b 
and diſpoſes that which ſhe retains, and con- 
verts to Fleſh and Blood? 

If then thoſe things which paſs within us, | 
and thoſe which we are the beſt acquainted | 
with, are beyond the fathoming of our Rea- 
fon, ought it not to humble the high Con- 
ceit we entertain of the Strength of our own 
Penetration, and make us acknowledge that 
there poſſibly may be Effects, as real as thoſe 
we are convinced of, though we cannot com- 
prehend their Feaſibility ; and not dogmati- 
cally reject them as incredible, from their be- 
ing placed beyond the Extent of our Reaſon? 
Was a Man born under a warm Climate to be 

told, that by the Effects of ſharp Winds in 
the Time of the Sun's e Diſtance from 
ſome 
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fome Countries ſituated in the Northern Part 


| of the World, Wafer is condenſed into a ſolid 


Body, and large Rivers become firm Plains 
and bear Beaſts and Carriages, which travel 
over them with as great Security as upon the 
Earth ; would not the Southern Inhabitant, 
think this Truth as idle a Fable and altoge- 


ther as incredible as the Reſurrection of the 


Dead, and have as little Idea of a Fluid be- 
ing conſolidated, and brought to a compact 
Body, as you have of the Re-union of the 


Particles of this human Body, after they have 


been ſeparated from each other, and diſperſed 
to different Parts by Winds or other Cauſes 
Who among us can give a Definition of the 
Winds, what is their Nature ; what. their 
Power ; why ſometimes raging with ſach 
Violence as to ſtrike a Terror in the braveſt ; 

at other times, gentle and refreſhing ? Can 
any deſcribe their F rm, or meaſure their 
Strength, or ſay, where is the Place of their 
Retreat and Abode, when they are no longer 
felt by us, or whet er they are ever in Agi- 
tation, and withdraw from one Part of the 
World, to wantgn or range in another; what 
it is excites their Fury or qualifies their Vio- 
lence ? Who 


being ſometi 


es corrupted, and ſpreading 


peſtilential Infection; why at certain Seaſons 
of the Year, they ſhall blow either with moro 
Fury, or towards ſome particular Quarter for 


a ſtated Time? But theſe things are as much 
hid 


n tell us the Cauſe of their 
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hid from human Knowledge to account for, a8 
is the Reſurrection of the Dead ; and there- 


fore to be attributed to the Direction and | 


Power alone of that ſupreme Being who made 
and governs the Univerſe. 
Having thus far, in peſonating the holy 
5 le, gone through. the two firſt Heads 
of my Diſcourſe, and ſhewn the Credibility 
of the Reſurrection of our Bodies; Firſt, 
from the Old Teſtament ; Secondly, from 2 
curſory View of ſome Part of Nature : I ſhall 
now deſcend by re- aſſuming my own humble 
Character of an unworthy Preacher to a Con- 
gregation of, I hope, faithful and pious Chri- 


ſtians, and proceed to my 


Third Head, to prove the Credibilty of 
this Doctrine 2 the Power of ig 


That there is fuch a ſupreme Being as is 


infinite in all his Attributes is evinced by 
this one plain and undeniable Poſition ; that 
we and every Thing exiſting, muſt have re- 
ceived our and its Being from ſome other 
Cauſe, endued with ſuperior Power, as it is 
moſt certain we could not make ourſelves or 
them; and we muſt neceſſarily go back till 


we * on a Power which muſt exiſt from all 


Eternity; ſince, no Being which owes its 
Exiſtence to another Exiſtence can be the Su- 
preme : this great and ſupreme Being of all 
others, cannot but be of infinite Power and 
infinite Wiſdom, a as an his Works declare ; ; and 


15 
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t is this omnipotent eternal Spirit, the Object 
of our Praiſe and Adoration, we call God. 1 


ball not loſe Time to refute the moſt abſurd 


Doctrine of eternal Atoms and eternal Chan- 
ges of Forms; or uſe farther Arguments to 
prove the Being of a tremendous God ; ſince, 
from my Soul, I ſincerely believe, there is not 
in Nara, ſuch a ſtupid Wretch as a real 
Atheiſt; though, there may be Men, who, 
fom a Vanity of appearing Particular; of a 
hperior Strength of Judginent and Spirit 
v others, will fooliſhly dare to deny the 
Exiſtence of a God, with. their Lips, while 
hey tremble at the Apprehenſion of his Power 
nd Juſtice in the inward Receſſes of their 
Hearts : I ſhall therefore proceed to prove 
the Credibility of our Bodies being raiſed 
gain after Death, and being again united with 


I ur Souls jointly to enjoy the Rewards, which 


he Mercy of God has vouchſafed to promiſe, 
hrough the Merits of Chriſt, to the Obedi- 
nt, or to ſuffer the Puniſhment which his 
ſuſtice will inflict on the Wicked. | 


er of God, I am under a Neceſſity of remind- 
of this, tho' no way adequate to it, as the 


Faculties of our Minds are limited ; we need 
but caſt our Eyes up to Heaven, and down 


gain upon Earth, and reflect that their and 
dur Exiſtence, is the Effect of his Power 
who will'd, and behold the Heavens, the 
 - Cc Earth 
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As, I fay, I am to prove this from the Po. - 


ng you of that Power; and to form an Idea 
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incredible, we ſhould eſteem it more ealy to 
be performed, than was the Creation of Adam 


of that firſt Man: But, we need not utc 


18 On the RESURRECTI o N. 
Earth and all therein contained, were formed 
and produced from Nothing. And if he 


Pleaſed to will, that a thouſand other Worlds, | 


a thouſand times bigger, a thouſang- times 
more beautiful, ſhould inſtantly exiſt, it i 
certain they would as inſtantly be formed. If 
none can deny this Power to Infinity, where is 
the Difficulty to believe, that the ſeparated and 
ſcattered Atoms which now compacted make 


this Body, ſhould, at his Will, be again gathered 


together, brought into the ſame F orm, and a- 


gain be united to the Soul? If we believe the 


Scriptures, in the Account they give us of the 
Creation of the firſt Man, mediately out of No- 
thing, the Earth being the Production of the 
All-powerful Will of God, and Man formed 
out of it's Duſt, tho' God breathing into his 
Noſtrils the Breath of Life, made him a li- 
ving Soul; if we believe this, and there could 
be Degrees in Infinity, which our ſhallow 
Rezſon informs us there cannot ; far from 
thinking the Reſurrection of the Body a thing 


from the Duſt, and of Eve from a fingle Rib 


other Arguments to prove the Cred:bility of 


= Doctrine of the Reſurrection, than this 


God is Omnipotent, whatever he wills 
18 i eoatly mrs and all things 
are equally eaſy to the Almighty. Wherefore 


I ſhall go on to my | 
5 Fourth 
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Fourth and laſt Head, to prove the Credi- 
bility of the Reſurrection of our Bodies, oo 
the Teſtimony of the Goſpel. 


Our bleſſed Redeemer, pr he was yet 
on Earth, foretold his Reſurrection, as WC are 
taught in the Goſpel of St. Jahn, cb. 2. v. 19. 
when he gives an Account of hriſt's clearing 
the Temple of ſuch as made it a Place of 
Traffick; for the Jets aſking of him a Sign, 
by which, they might know him authorized 
to # x theſe things ; he gave them that of his 
Reſurrection, as an infallible Proof of his divine 
Commiſſion. Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 


them, deſtroy this Temple, (meaning his Body) 


and in three Days I will raiſe it up. in St. 
Mat. ch. xxii. v. 31, 32. We alſo learn, that 
our Lord taught and proved the Reſurrection 
by his Argumont to the Saduces, who put a 
Queſtion to him, and received in Anſwer, 


But as touching the Reſurreftion of the Dead, 


have ye not read, that which was ſpoken un- 
to you by God, ſaying, I am the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Ifaac, and the God of 
Jacob ? God is not the God of the Dead, but 
of the Living. When he was at an Enter- 
tainment, of one of the chief Phariſees, he ad- 
viſes him to rather Charity than Hoſpitality ; 


and to induce him to the Exerciſe of that 


Virtue, tells him, he ſball be recompenſed at 
the Reſurrection. Luke ch. xiv. v. 14. Mar- 
„„ the 
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tha ſpeaking of her Brother's Death, when 


our Saviour anſwered, that her Brother ſhould 


riſe again ; ſhews her ſteady Belief of the Re- | 
ſurrection, in theſe Words, I know that he 


ſoall riſe again in the Reſurrection at the laſt 


Day. — Jeſus ſaid unto ber, I am the Reſur- 
rection and the Life: He that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet ſhall be live. 
St. John ch. xi. v. 24, 25. SEE 

The Jes, who were acquainted with our 
Redeemer's having ſpoken of his own Reſur- 
rection in three Days after his Death, to pre- 
vent any Fraud, as they apprehended, took 
effectual Methods to put the Certainty of his 


Refurrection beyond all Poſſibility of Doubt; 


for, the Chief Prieſts and Phariſees came toge- 


tber unto | Pilate, ſaying, Sir, We remember 
that, that Deceiver ſaid, while be was yet 


alive, after three Days I will riſe again. Com- 
mand, therefore, that the Sepulchre be made 


fure until the third Day, left his Diſciples come 
. by Night and fleal him away, and ſay unto the 


People he is riſen from the Dead: fo the laſt Error 


ſhall be worſe than the fit. Pilate ſaid unto 


them, ye have a Watch, go your way, make it as 


ſure as you can. So they went and made the 
 Sepulchre ſure, ſealing the Stone, and ſetting 


a Watch, Matt, ch. xxvii. v. 62, 63, 64, 
65, 66. Afterwards, the Women who had 
prepared Spicies for his dead Body going to 
the Sepulchre, was informed of his Reſur- 
rection, by the Teſtimony of Angels, = 


* 
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fek ye the Living among d be Dead? He is 
wt here, but is riſen. Luke cb. xxiv. v. 5, 6. 
The Day of his Reſurrection he was ſeen by, 
and converſed with two of his Diſciples going 
to Emaus. After that, by above five hundred 
Brethren, as Saint Paul writes in the 1 Cor. 
cb. xv. v. 3, 4, 5.—Por I delivered unto you 

/t of all, that which I alſo received, how that 
Chrift died for our Sins according to the Scrip- 
tures : and that be was buried, and that he roſe 
gain the third Day according to the Scriptures, 
and that he was ſeen of Cephas, then of the 
Twelve, after that, he was ſeen of above five 
1s Wl landred Brethren at once: After that, he was 
„en of James: then of all the Apoſtles, and laſt 
-F all he was ſeen of me alſo. 

r Was I to bring all the Texts of the Goſpel, 
't WM which evidence the Reſurrection of eus 
crit, and teach this Doctrine as a Point of 
Faith eſſential to our Salvation, I ſhould de- 

© nin you too long; wherefore for that Reaſon, 
and my ſuppoſing that there is none here un- 
acquainted with the Scriptures, I eſteem thoſe 


e 
7 

have now quoted, ſufficient to prove, not 
s only the Credibility of the Reſurrection of 
; 
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our Saviour, but the Certainty that he did, and 
IP Second coming we ſhall riſe all again 
from the Dead, and ſhall give Account for our 
own Works, In the Words of St. John, They 
that have done Good unto the Reſurrection of 
Life, and they that have done Evil unto the 


— on of Damnation. John ch. v. v. 29. 
There 
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There are, as I have ſaid, many other Inſtan- 


ces in the New Teſtament to induce this Belief 8 


of the Reſurrection. Our Saviour having raiſed 
the dead Son of the Widow of Nain, the Daugh- 
ter of the Ruler of the Synagogue. Mark c. v. o. 
41. and his Friend Lazarus. St. ohn ch. xi. v. 
44. But, my Beloved, little will this Belief avail 
us at the laſt Day, when the Grave ſhall give up 
its Depoſit, and the Sea deliver back it's Dead, 
- awakened to Life, and called to Judgment, by 
the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, if we do not 
prepare ourſelves before Hand, to awake to 
a joytul Eternity, by obeying, as well as be- 
Heving the Doctrine of our merciful and great 
Maſter, dying to Sin, riſing again to Righte- 
ouſneſs ; that we may be joyfully received 
by the olori tous Hoſt of Angels, conducted by 
them, exulting, with well grounded Hopes, 
ariſing from a Conſciouſneſs of having done 
our Duty, to the Judgment Seat, to receive 
the Reward of everlaſting Glory, as of the 

infinitely happy Number of thoſe, to whom 
our blefſed Lord and Redeemer ſhall fay, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the | 
King dom, prepared for you from the Founda- 
tion 9 the World; to which, that we may | 
through his Merits be admitted, God of his 
infinite Mercy grant; to whom, with the Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour and 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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EPO. i. % 
The Rich and Poor meet together, the 
Lord is the Maker of them all. 
s the natural Body is compoſed 


A7 ws. 
254% -*I>3-< }; 


of different Members and Parts; 
which have diſtin& and ſubordi - 
nate Functions; yet all co-operate 
A for the Support of the Whole ; 
the Feet not refuſing to bear the Weight of the 
Body, the Hands and Arms being ready to wark 
for its Aliment; the Head to direct, the Mouth 
to receive, and the Stomach to digeſt the Food, 
provided by the Contrivance of one Part and 
Labour of the others: So in the Political Body; 


there is a providential Sabordination; without 


which, Confuſion would quickly put an End 
to all Society, and Men, like [Beaſts of Prey; 
devour one another: Whereas, by this Subor= 
dination, the ſtrong and mercileſs are reſtrained, 
the weak and patient protected, Juſtice done on 
the Oppreſſors, and the Injured righted. g 
And as in the natural Body, the Feet cannot 
ſay to the Head, We want thee not, or the Hea 


reject the Aſſiſtance of the Feet, 1 Cor. chi xii. 80% 


in the political Body, the Poor ſtand in nced of 
the Rich, and the Rich cannot do without the 
Poor. Thus the Rich and Poor meet togethe? 


* =P for 


Tn" 

: 
15 
17 
1 
PAY 
4.0 
$17 
: 

"1 
5108 
#1 

5 10 
br 
5 H 
175 
n. 
1 N 
: 
10 
mil 
: 
$1 3.5 
$148 
[if 
144; 
* . 
| 
al 
1 
+) 
+116 
1 
1 
18 
1 
Z #0 
Vii 
bb 
4 i 
1 
15 
1 
Rey 
eh!" 
1 
1 
1 

4+ 

** 

„5 
if 
1 
* 
Vil 
- HR 
4 
{Ba 
1 
Is 
$18 
Vl 
; 
| 
& 
| | ' 
f 
» v "9k 
is 
3 
2 
4 
1 \ 
1:4 
9 } 
7: 
1 
1 
N 
| 


"pu. 


: id} 
70 
1 
7 
#8 
1 
L 
11 
» 
1 
"1 
1 
11. 
1 
16 
1 
t 
17 
24 
1 
"yl 
fy 
1 
0 
. 
Tt. 
4 
is 
4 
7 
1 
10 
113 
4 - 
4 
* 
A 
\ 
1 
0 
170 
1 
1 
1 
11 
N 
i? 
12 
* 
* 
4 
$3 
i 
{43 
WK 
* 
6 
; 34 
0 
1 
+34 
% 
= 
i4 


— 2 — . yo 
. 2 

. nt 77 nr os . 

— N 


— 2 ob 


— 
—— 


. ˙ weaned core 5 


— . 
% By 


—ͤͤ ro dean — 
— 7 2 


—— 


... ͤ . ane Sug 
. CES ae ed Wn tc een 
— — b 


be — —— rr 5 
Kia r — 


Ll 
, 


— 


4 The mutual Advantages 


. for mutual Aſſiſtance. Each of theſe Claſſes 


of Men, have their particular Advantages, 
Riches afford an Opportunity of feeling the 
moſt exquiſite Pleaſure this Life can afford, 


which is rather to be experienced than de- 
ſcribed ; and alſo, to purchaſe an eternal 


Happineſs in the Life to come, by relieving 
the Wants and Miſeries of our leſs happy Bre- 


thren : while on the other Hand, Poverty 


teaches us Humility and Patience, and thus 
in this World affords the Satisfaction of a con- 
tented Mind, and will ſecure us never failing 
Treaſures in the next; the Reward of our 
Reſignation to the Will of our great Creator. 
In diſcourſing on my Text I ſhall obſerve, 


Firſt, what is to be underſtood by the Rich 


and Poor meet together. 
Secondly, In what Senſe Solomon here ſays, 


The Lord is the Maker of them all. 


Firſt, they may be ſaid to meet together; that 


18, no Difference i is found between them in their 
Birth, their Form, their Support, or Diſſolu- 
tion. The Rich nd Poor have the ſame En- 
trance into the World, differ nothing in their 


Make, have need of the fame Nouriſhment to 


preſerve Life, and are alike mortal. Death 
levels both, and puts an End to Diſtinction; 
the Reſpect ſhewn the Rich, and the Con- 


tempt experienced by the Poor ceaſe, when 


once they have entered the gloomy ſilent Man- 
ſious of that King of Terrors, who, without 


regard to Perſons, leads to the judgment 
Scat 


| 


ö 


» 


again be ſaid to meet together, that is, where 
they are upon the fame Level; where the 
ſame Sentence will be paſſed upon the wicked 
rich Man, and prophane Beggar ; and the 


ſame Reward crown the Virtues of the cha- 


ritable Rich, who has rightly employed the 


Wealth, with which he had been entruſted, 
and proved himſelf a good Steward ; and re- 
ward the patient wanting Man, who in his 


' Diſtreſs, looked up to God, humbly ſubmitted 


to the Inflictions he was pleaſed to bring 


upon him, and chearfully reſign'd, becauſe he 


knew they were from the Hand of his Creator. 
The Rich and Poor may again be ſaid to 


meet together, as they participate alike in the Sin 
of our firſt Parents. They are equally deſcended 
from them, equally guilty before God, equally 
born in Sin, and ſhapen in Iniquity : On the 


other Hand, they alike participate in the 


Death of Chriſt ; He is the Mediator for the 
Poor as well as the Rich, and his Covenant 


of Promiſes are equally made to both. | 
That the Wiſe Man ſpake it in this Senſe, and 


not in regard to worldly Advantages, is, I think, 


evident from the Diſtinction he makes between 


them, with regard to the things of this Life, in 
the Seventh Verſe of the ſame Chapter. The 
Rich ruleth over the Poor, and the Borrower ts 
the Servant to the Lender. Here we may carry 
this Reflection farther. The Poor, as they de- 


pend on the Rich for their Support, muſt con- 


lequently be ſubmillive to them : Experience 


ſhews 


Seat of a tremendous God ; where they may 
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6 Vt mutual Advantages 


ſhews, that whoever has his Dependance on 


another, is ſo much ſubject to him, as to bear the 


unevenneſs of his Temper; be ſilent when he 


ſtorms, court his Smiles, diſſemble Injuries done 


by him, receive and execute his Orders, which - 
the poor Man muſt ſtile Commands, and have 


neither Eyes, Ears, nor Tongue, to ſee, hear, or 
divulge what may incur his Diſpleaſure: To 


Men expect to have even their Vices flatter d; 
and I fear there are but too many whoſe Wants 
make them facrifice their Veracity to their In- 
tereſt, and meanly offer up Incenſe to the 
Wealthy. If any can be allow'd to plead excuſe 


for this, it muſt be the Men who are periſhing : 
'Tho' even ſuch, ſhew a Diſtruſt of Providence, 


when they fly to Vice to relieve their Neceſſi- 


ties: But how can They palliate their Meanneſs, 
who, through Luxury, bring themſelves from 


Affluence to a Dependance on the Great; and 
to live riotouſly, will fawyft upon their Vices, be 
the Miniſters of them, and ſacrifice the Honour 
even of their Families, with this View only, 
that, they may be able to be ſuperlatively wick- 
ed themſelves ! The other Diſtinction which 
Solomon makes, between the Rich and Poor, is 
that Che Borrpwer is the Servant of the Lender. 
Here we find Dominion ariſe from Wealth : 


though a Marr is not abſolutely poor, yet, if he 
zs obliged to borrow, the Lender immediately 


looks upon himſelf his Superior, and makes 
him ſenſible he is ſo, by exerting the Power given 
him by the neceſſities of the Debtor, who muſt 

288 . „ entreat 


go on to more Particulars; ſome haughty rich 


W . A ·¹ 0 ͤT . ü oe HR” Þ 


of Suborbination, 7 
entreat, and too often to the Ruin of Debtors 
and their Families, purchaſe his Forbearance by 
5 ſubmitting to ſhameful Extortions. England 
is a Land of Liberty, with regard to common 
5 Society in general; but I believe no Country * 
inhabited by Profeſſors of the Name of Chriſt 
verifies more this Obſervation of the Wiſe Man, 
with regard to private Life: Since the Tyranny 
of Creditors and Inhumanity of Jailors, have 
often obliged the Legiſlative Power to ſtep in, 
and by its Authority reſtrain the raging Cruelty 
of both the One and the Other. „ 
So great a Misfortune is it to be in Debt, 
that in the Enumeration of the Bleſſings which 
are promiſed to attend the Obedience of the 
Iſraelites; that they ſhall not become Debtors is 
mentioned as One. The Lord ſhall open unto 
thee his good Treaſure, The Heaven to give the 
Rain unto thy Land in his Seaſon, and to bleſs all 
the Work of thine Hand: And thou ſbalt lend 
unto many Nations, and thou ſhalt not borrow, 
Deuteronomy xxviii. ver. 12. 
From what has been advanced I think it 
is obvious that Solomon, in ſaying the Rich 
and Poor meet together, cannot be taken to 
have Reſpect to things of this World, ſince he 
has ſhewn the Inequality between them ; but 
that they meet together as they are all he 
Work of God's Hands, ſubject to the fame 
Viſſicitudes, and muſt alike return to their 
mother Earth. The Lord is the Maker of 
them all, which is my 
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Second Head. . Wherefore let us examine 
what is couched under theſe Words, and 


Firſt, I apprehend that he intends by them 
to remind us, that we owe our Being to God's 
Free Grace, thereby to awaken us to a Con- 
templation of his Infinite Power, Wiſdom - 
and Goodneſs ; at the ſame time to Thank- 
fulneſs for our Exiftence, Support, and Pre- 
| ſervation ; to place our 'Truſt in his Mercy, 

which we daily experience, and to invoke 
and adore him, who is the Author of all Good. 


Secondly, Theſe Words imply, an Admo- 
nition to both the Rich and Poor, by a Re- 
flection, that they are both the Creatures of 
his Hand; and as the Rich ought not to be 
puffed up with his Affluence and forget God, 
conſequently omit making a right Uſe of the 
worldly Advantage with which the Almighty 
has bleſs'd him; but remember that all he poſ- 
ſeſſes is from his liberal Hand, is bis ſpontaneous 
Gift, which he may deprive him of when ever 
he ſhall pleaſe: So ought not the Poor to re- 
pine at his Lot, but by calling to Mind that 
5 deereed by Omniſcience himſelf, humbly 
acknowledge, that his God knows better than 
he what is beſt for him, and chearfully reſign 
to his Diſpoſition,” in whoſe Hand it is to 
humble Princes, and to raiſe the moſt wretched 
of Mankind. to the higheſt Dignities. He 
 * raiſeth up the Poor out of the Duſt, and Iift- 
eth up the Beggar from the Dunghill, to ſet 
them among Princes, and to make them inherit 
the Throne ef Glory. 1 Sam. ch. ii ver. 7, 8. 


Thirdly, 


/ Subordinatim, 9 


Thirdly, The Lord is the Maker of them all; 
contains an Exhortation to the Rich, to have 
Mercy on his wanting Brethren : And to the 
Poor, not to envy the Affluence or Superiority 
of thoſe, whom it hath pleafed God to bleſs 
with a more happy Lot in this Life; becauſe ha 
it is the Will of the great Creator, in whoſe th 
Hands we are, who as he has made us, has [6 
4 an inconteſtable Right to diſpoſe of us, as he 
ſhall, in his infinite Wiſdom, think fit. Let 
the Rich remember; that the Poor have the 
, Honour, as well as they, to be the Workman- 
p ſhip of God; and for that Reaſon, were there 
f no other, let them not deſpiſe them: Nay, it 
- is their Intereſt to have a Regard for the Poor, 
, | ſince their Neglect of them is a Sin; but on 
- the contrary, their conſidering them as they fl 
7 ought, is attended with a Bleſſing. He that de- 
be ſpiſeth his Neighbour finneth ; but he that hath i 
8 Mercy on the Poor, happy is he; Prov. xiv. il 
ver. 21. How great that Sin is we are told in 
the 31ſt Verſe of the ſame Chapter. He that 
oy eſe the Poor, reproacheth his Mater: 
zul He that honoureth him, hath Mercy on the 
Poor, Let him who abounds, remember that 
his Affluence proceeds from God's Bounty, in 
whoſe Power it is to deprive him of his Riches, 
if he-does not make that Uſe of it, as is com- 
manded in Holy Writ: F thy Brother be 
waxen poor, and fallen in Decay with thee ; 
; then thou ſhalt reheve him: yea, though he be a 
Stranger or a Sojourner ; that he may live with 
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10 The mutual Advantages 
| theer Levit. xxv. ver. 3 5. F there be with you 
24 poor Man, thou ſhalt not parden thine Heart, 
nor ſhut thine Hand from thy poor Brother: 
But thou ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto 
him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his 

Need, in that which he wanteth. Thou ſhalt. 
ſurely give him, and thine Heart ſhall not 
be/grieved when thou giveſt unto bim: becauſe 
that for this thing the Lord thy God ſhall 
bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
putteſt thine Hand unto, Deut. xv. ver. 7, 8, 
10. Here we ſee, to encourage us to the Per- 
formance of this Duty, a temporal Advantage 
is promiſed to attend it; Proſperity in all our 

Works and Undertakings. Many other Texts 
of Scripture may be brought that enjoin us 
to make this right Uſe of an affluent Fortune, 
which will prove a Bleſſing or a Curſe, as we 
perform or neglect our Duty. Bleſſed is he 
that confidereth the Poor; the Lord will deli ver 
him in Time of Trouble. The Lord will pre- 
ſerve him, and keep him alive, and he ſhall 
be bleſſed upon the Earth ; and thou wilt not 
| deliver him into, the Will of bis Enemies. 
The Lord will ſtrengtben him upon the Bed of 
Languiſhing : Thou wilt make all his Bed in 
bis Sickneſs. Pſal. xli. ver. 1, 2, 3. And 
St. Peter adviſes us to. have fervent Charity 
above all things; for, or becauſe it is attended 
by the moſt defirable Bleſſing, to wit, It 
ſhall cover the multitude of Sins. 1 Pet iv. ver. 8. 
but the Negligence of this Duty of Charity to 
the Poor ; or too great an Eſteem of Riches, 
+,” which 
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vhich we find in Timothy term'd The Root of 
all Evil. x Tim. vi. ver. 10. is the certain 


Loſs of the Soul, ſince our Saviour tells us, 
It is eafier for a Camel to go through the Eye 
of a Needle, than for a rich Man to enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. Mark x. ver. 25. 
which cannot be underſtood, but of ſuch as 
make a wrong Uſe of their Wealth, either by 
hoarding it up, and, in a Manner, paying Ado- 
ration to their Gold; or in throwing away pro- 


fuſely in Wantonneſs and Luxury, what they 


ought to have employ d for the Relief of their 
Poor Brethren. (Here I may obſerve by the 
Bye) that if we read the Greeꝶ Word «dye with 
iota for xdunes with eta, it ſignifies a Ca- 
ble ; and as that may be untwiſted and brought 
to Threads ſmall enough to paſs the Whole, 
through the Eye of a Needle : ſo may the 
rich Man by dividing his ſuperfluous Wealth 


among the Poor, be able to paſs that frait 


Gate, and keep in that narrow May which 
leadeth unto Life ; where he ſhall find his 
corruptible Treaſures repaid him with incor- 


ruptible ones. But, 


It is time to return from this Digreſſion : 
Wherefore I repeat, let the Rich conſider, that 


| the Almighty may, whenever he pleaſes, reſume 


his Gifts, and reduce him to want that com- 
paſſionate Relief, which he has perhaps denied 


| to his periſhing Brother. The Viciflitudes of 


this World are ſo many, one would think 

they are ſufficient to wean a Man from the 

Love of Riches, and engage him to make them 
| B 2 | ſub- 
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ſubſervient to his eternal Happineſs, by lend- 
ing them to the Lord. For, He that hath 
Pity upon the Poor lendeth unto the Lord, and 
chat which he hath given, will he pay him 
again. Prov. xix. ver. 17. This is a way to ſe- 

cure them upon a good Fund, which no Re- 
volution of Government, no Deviſes of crafty 
and ill defigning Men can ever ſhake: This is 
inſuring them againſt Thieves, Fire, Shipwrecks, \. 
and all other Accidents to which they are liable, 
and which we daily ſee happen and bring the 
Wealthieſt to even pinching Want. For The 
Lord maketh Poor and maketh, Rich : He bring- 
eth low and lifteth up. 1 Sam. ii. ver. 7. All 
things are by his Will or Sufferance. This is 
rightly employing the Talents entruſted to the 
rich Man's Care, putting them out to an Inte- 
reſt, which will much more than double the 
Principle, and gain him this Approbation of his 
Maſter, Well done thou good and faithful Servant 
thou haſt been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee Ruler over many Things, enter thou 
into the Joy of thy Lord, Matt. xxv. ver. 21. 
I have ſaid, that 


— 


Thirdly, The Lord is the Maker of them 
all, is an Exhortation to the Rich to have 
mercy on the Poor, on which I need no far- 
ther expatiate: and alſo to the Poor not to be 
envious againſt the Rich, on which I ſhall 
obſerve, — -- 

Firſt; It is impeaching the Wiſdom of God, 
and taking: vpon us to direct Omniſcience. 

1 Secondly, 
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* . Secondly, It is Fooliſh, nay highly fo. | 

Thirdly, That this F olly i is more Nur. to 
encreaſe, than to relieve our Miſeries. 

That envy proceeds from a partial Compa- 
riſon both of Circumſtances and Merit, of 
the Envious Perſon with him who makes 
the Object of his Diſpleaſure, will, I believe, 
be eaſily granted. We ſhould envy none the 
advantage he has over us in Birth, Wealth, or 
Dignities; did we really believe, were we tho- 
roughly convinced that he was more deſerving. 
of his Rank or Affluence than are ourſelves ; 
but on the contrary, we ſhould rejoice in his 

good Fortune. Now certainly this impgach- 
ing the Omniſcience of God as if we knew 
better how to order the Affairs of this World 
than he who made it, is, in our Hearts accu- 
ſing him, either of want of Judgment or of 
Partiality, which, is want of Juſtice; and 
arrogantly taking upon us to ſay we could 
have made a better, a more equal Diſpoſition 
than he has done. Who among us, would 
not tremble to hear ſuch Blaſphemous Pre- 
ſumption utter d! tho' perhaps, few can lay 
their Hands on their Hearts and ſay, they have 
neyer been guilty, they never envy'd the ”Proſ- 
perity of their Neighbours, or, thro' hatred 
depreciated their Characters, to make them 
appear in the Eyes of the World, unworthy 
| of their good Fortune; but I am willing to 
hope, ſuch as have thus err'd, did it, for want 
of conſidering the blackneſs of the Crime. 
Secondly, Envy and Nepining is greatly 
fooliſh 
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fooliſh : It hurts only the Envious Perſon, 
who, by it, expoſes himſelf to the reſentment 
of one more Powerful than himſelf, (I mean 
the Rich Man,) and who, if he does not re- 
venge it, condemns us of ſpite and injuſtice, 
and raiſes his on Character on the Ruin of 
ours by his Moderation: But ſhould he have 
a Spirit of revenge equal to our Malevolence; 
how fooliſh muſt our procedure be to irritate 
the Perſon, who we know can make us ſuf- 
fer, if not entirely cruſh us for our Malice! 
but, have we any certainty that we may not 
one Day ſtand in need of the Favour or Pro- 
tection of the envy'd Man? And ſuppoſing 
he is above reſenting our Inveteracy, with 
what Face can we aſk his Service or Intereſt ? 
ſhould we not be conſcious that we merited 
(from him) rather Enmity than Friendſhip, 
Slights than Favour, and Contempt than Pro- 
tection: Nay, ſhould we not give the Lye to 
our own Calumnies by asking him to ſerve us, 
and tacitly own we think him a Man of Vir- 
tue, who can be capable not only to forgive 
the Injury, but even aſſiſt the Injurer ? 
_ Thirdly, This Folly is mote likely to en- 
creaſe, than to relieve our Miſeries. 

Had a Man a Poſt allotted him by an Earthly 
Deſpotick Prince; Diſhonourable, Laborious, 
and ſo little Advantageous, that he muſt be 
extremely Parſimonious to give Bread to his 
Family; and yet from the Abſoluteneſs of 
his Prince he could not refuſe accepting it, 


though never ſo averſe from his Inclinations, and 
con- 
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_ contrary to his Intereſt ; would he, in hopes . 
of being raiſed to one more lucrative, which 
required leſs Care and Fatigue, fly in the 
Face of his Prince and tell him, that he 
wanted both Prudence and Juſtice in the Diſ- 
poſition -he had made? Could he imagine, 
ſuppoſing ſuch a Man to have common Senſe, 
that this Procedure was not more likely to 
bring the Indignation of his Prince upon him 

than conciliate his Fayour ? If then in ſuch 

à ſituation we ſhould accuſe this Man of Polly; 
if we can condemn wrong Steps taken in 
Worldly Affairs, let us uſe at leaſt, as much 
— in thoſe which are Spiritual; and be 
as wiſe for an Eternal, as we are for a Tem- 

poral Intereſt : we know we are in the Hands 
of God, as Clay in the Potters. Hath not the 

Potter power over the Clay, of the ſame Lump 
to make one Veſſel unto Honour end another unto 
Diiſbonour? Rom. ix. ver. 2 1. Will murmurings 
and repinings againſt the Will of our Creator, 
mend our Condition; will accuſing his Provi- 
dence as all tacitly do, who ſet not down con- 

\ tented with their Lot, prove a Remedy; will it 
alleviate the Burthen he complains of, or will it 

not rather add ſtill a greater weight to what he 
already groans under? Surely it will; and we 
may be convinced of it, if we have F aith in the 
Sacred Writings, Wo unto him that firiveth © 
with his Maker : Iſa. xlv. ver. g. Wherefore, 
let every one who is opprefſed with Want, or 
who labours under Difficulties avoid this Woe 
pronounced by the Prophet, by humbly ſub- 


mitting 
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mitting to the will of Providence. And if he 
has at any Time, by his Impatience, dar'd to - 


erxpoſtulate with his Maker, let him /in o 
more, leſt a worſe thing come unto him. St. John 
cap. v. ver. 14. 5 


To conclude with the words of my Text, 


let the Rich and Poor meet together, let them 
be upon a level in acts of Benovelence on the 


one Hand; of Service and Good-will on the 
other : Let the Charity of the Rich relieve 


the wants of the Poor ; and the Prayers, and 
Gratitude of the Poor, repay the Obligation : 
Let the Maſter command with Reaſon and 
Mildneſs; the Hierling perform his Task with 
Tuſtice and Chearfulneſs ; let them remember 
that The Lord is the Maker of them all; and 
from that Conſideration let not the Rich be 
arrogant and deſpiſe the Poor, or the Poor re- 
pine and envy the Rich ; but the one, making 


a right Uſe of his Affluence, and the other 


of his Wants ; purchaſe to themſelves an eter- 
nal Happineſs, and thus by the Practice of 


Charity, Reſignation and Brotherly Love; meet 
together in the bleſſed Regions of never ending 
Happineſs. Which, that we may all arrive 


at, may God of his Infinite Mercy grant, thro' 
the Merits of his bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt, our 


Saviour, to whom with the Holy Ghoſt, three 


Perſons, one God, be aſcribed all Honour, 
_ » Glory and Power, now and for ever. Amen. 
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PHILIPPIANS ch. iv. ver. II. 


For I have learned in whatſoever 
State I am therewith to be content. 


SAINT Paul, in this Epiſtle, 
24 which begins with ſalutary Ex- 
hortations, among other his 
Admonitions, adviſes the Phi- 
lippians to repoſe their whole 
n God; to be anxious for no- 
thing; but by Prayer to apply themſelves to 
the Throne of Mercy, whence their Wants 
would be ſupply' d, or they would be endued 
with Grace to reſign humbly. to what the Al- 
mighty ſhould pleaſe to direct : after which, 
making grateful mention of their. Liberalit 
towards him, while under Confinement, he 
gives them to underſtand, his Joy was rather 
from the Grace of God in them, than for 
the Relief of his own Wants ; for he had 
learned, through the Aſſiſtance of Chriſt, to 
do all things: to be content in whatever Sta- 
i tion of Life. 1 #now,, ſays St. Paul, both how 
to be abaſed, and I know how to abound: every 
here, and in all things 1 am inſtructed, both 
to be full and fo be ag be to abound and 
fo Jufer Need. Phil. ch. iv. ver. 12. For 1 
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4 The Benefits of .Contentment. 
have learned in e 5 late 1 am there- 
| with to be content. 


D Apoſtle 


4 thews us, that he has der. to the Height 
of buman Wifdom, to refer himſelf entirely 
to divine Providence, and to contentedly ac- 
quieſce in that Situation of Life which God 

thall be pleaſed to allst. If in @ State of 


Plenty, to receive the Bleffing with Thank- 
fulneſs, and to- make Uſe of it with Modera- 
tion : if in Want and Confinement, to chear- 


fully ſubmit under the Afffiction and wait the 


Almighty s good Time for his Deliverance, 
without Impatience or murmuring. A Kxow- 
lage, which makes us rich; as Content ſup- 


plies all Wants, the Contender Man has no 


W iſh to gratify; as on the contrary, an anxi- 


ous craving after more, renders the Life of 


the moſt affluent miſerable, A Knowtkdge, 
which ſpeaks a true Strength of Judgment; 
for it makes us wiſely depend upon Wiſdom 


it (elf, frees us from all Wer Care, and 


places our Truſt on the Mercy of that 0 


lent Creator, who provides for the Beaſts of 


the Fields, the Fowls of the Air, and will 
never defert ſuch as rely on his bountiful 
Goodneſs. A Lewie which will allevi- 
ate the Pains of Sicknefs ; blunt the Parts of 
Adverſity; lighten the Wei ht of Chains; 


iuminate a Dungeon ; make the ſevereſt 


Afflictions tolerable; turn nominy to * 
* I yn Death af hi „Dran. A 
5 N 
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Knowledge, which will give a chearful Coun». 
tenance to the Oppreſſed, and dilate with Joy 


the Heart of the Perſecuted. A Knowledge, 


which will make us look down with Con- 
tempt on all tranſitory Satisfactions, as too tri- 
ang for the Dignity of our Profeſſion, and 


le us to pity and deſpiſe the limited Power 


and Malice of our Enemies which, they 


cannot extend beyond the Grave, where, 
their Perſecutions ending, our Happineſs be- 


gins, and their Inveteracy proves our Guide 


to eternal Joy and Peace. In a Word, Con- 
tent, is a Knowledge, which by the Serenity 


of Mind it affords, renders our Lives comfort- 


able, while in this Vale of Miſery, and gives 
us a Foretaſte of that ineffable Bliſs prepared 
before the Foundation of the World, for the 


humble and reſigned Servants of our God, 


We may obſerve, that all the Precepts of 


the Chriftran Religion, are productive of both 


our temporal and future Happineſs, as may 
be evinced by the Injunctions they contain of 


the practiſing Temperance, Meekneſs, Pati- 
ence, Humility, Induſtry, Charity, and the 


like Virtues. The purſuit of the contrary 
Vices, we know from Experience, are pro- 


ductive of Evils and. Misfortunes, againſt 
which the Chriſtian Doctrine is a ſafe Ram 
part, if we will take ſhelter beneath it. 
preſent Diſcourſe confine my 


felf to the one Virtue, which the A 
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6 The Benefits of Contenimem. 
in other Words, an humble Reſignation to, 
and acquieſcing in the Will of God; which 
zs of the utmoſt Importance to every State 
of Life, whether in an affluent Fortune or 
ſtruggling with Wants; whether laden with 
Honours and diſtinguiſhed with pompous and 

ſonorous Titles, or dwindled into Contempt; 
whether at the Feaſt of a Dives, or in the 
wretched State of a Lazarus: for the Great 
and Wealthy have as much need to learn this 
Leſſon, as the Mean and Hungry. The King 
and Beggar, the Maſter and Slave, all in ge- 
neral who are deſirous to live well, to live 
happily, muſt ſeriouſly apply themſelves to 
the Study and Practice of this Virtue, Where- 
fore I ſhall endeayour to ſhew, | 

F5 


Firſt, The Nature of Content. 
| Secondly, It's conſtituent. Parts. 


- Thirdly, The Advantages of it in this 
Life. WIE 
, Fourthly, The Neceſſity EY it, 
Fifthly and laſtly, Propoſe the Means of 
: | attaining oo Virtue. _ 


© Content in Greet is ana duraguica From 
the Import of which Word comes our Eng- 
li liſh Content, in the Greek it is derived from 
' &uroc "ſe" and | pn 2 ufficio, den oting 4 
Self. ſufficiency, as, every thing a Man poſ- 


ſeſſes is according to the Latin Saying ſuf- 
ficient 
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fecient for him, if he knows how to make 
a prudent Uſe. of it. Natura ſat omnibus dedit 
i quis cognoverit uti, The Idea we join to 
this Word Content, is the keeping within the 
Bounds of Moderation, acquieſcing in that 
State of Life to which it has pleaſed God to 
. Call us; the limitiag our Deſires, and not 

being anxious for the acquiring of more 
Wealth, or ambitious to aſpire to a higher 


w = o_—” Yo 


Rank or Dignity. This Virtue, which gives 


ſo great an Grnament, as well as ſuch a ſteady 
Peace to the Mind, is, in it's Nature, a noble, 
generous, open, ſolid, equal, epa Com- 
poſure of Temper: noble, as it is a Stranger 


to ſordid Views ; generous, as it envies none; 


open, as it apprehends not the ſevereſt. Scru- 


tiny, and is conſcious of no Thought, or 


Action which need ſhun. the Light; ſolid, pri 


NO Diſaſters, no Storms. can ſhake it: equal, 
as it is ever the ſame, in whatever Changes Or 
Viciſſitudes; humane, as it. rejoices. in the 
Good, or compaſlionates the Misfortunes 

which befall others. | 

The Man who poſſeſſes this Virtue, is ne- 
ver reſtleſs, neither frets nor-torments himſelf, 
nor troubles others with his Complaints and 
Expoſtulations; never murmurs at Provi- 

dence ; on any croſs Accident, or ſevere Diſ- 


appointment ; he, reſigns to the Will of his 


.Creator, and with holy Job, acknowledges 
himſelf in the Hands of God, as his humble 
Kane, to be N of as his good Plea- 
6 ſure 
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8 The Benefits of Contentment. 
| fore ſhall direct; looks upon the Riches, he 
had enjoyed, and were no longer in his Poſs 
ſeſſion, as thoſe, which the Almighty had 
permitted him the Uſe of, for a Seaſon, and 
when they are taken out of his Hands, owns 
with Job, the ' Juſtice of his God: the Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, bleſſed 
Be the Name of the Lord. Job i. 21. He calls , 
to mind the Nakedneſs of his Birth, and the 
Poverty of his future Grave, and is thankful | 
for the Time he enjoyed in Proſperity, not 
repining, that it is of no longer Duration; for 
| he knows the Bleſſing was ſpontaneous, and , 
the Deprivation of that Bleffing, what his 
Sins may juſtly have merited. However, that : | 
1 
| 


- mn }_ a „ ac kWaw” wy 


+ It is the Will of the omniſcient Ruler of 1 
Woll, 
On the other Hand, ſuch a Man dy ay 

ſudden Advancement of Fortune, is never 
elated ; he apprehends for his own Frailty, 
ani! is ever on his Guard againſt the Pomps 
and Vanities of the World, leſt they ſhould 
make him forget the liberal Hand tar raiſed 
| him, and his Proſperity prove a Snare to his 
Ruin: He doubles his Guards againft Pride, 
and keeps up his Humility, by conſidering the | 
Inſtability of all human Greatneſs : He ac- 
cepts,” with Thankfulneſs, the Good, from 
the fame Hand, which he ſhould ſubmit. to 
with Chearfulneſs and Humility, bringi 
upon him the Evil. He knows the All- 
enter of the Univerſe will * all Events | 


more 


e 
i 
4 
: 
3 
x 
3 
| 
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more to his Advantage, than he himſelf, had 
e the Power, could direct them; and there- 
fore, in whatever Station of Life, he en- 
deavours to behave ſo as may be pleaſing in 
the Sight of God: that is his only Care; Con- 


fent bars the Door againſt every other. 


Let none imagine; that this Virtue is not 


attainable in publick Life; and that none but 
à Recluſe, one ſhut up from the Buſtles and 


Horry of the World, can enjoy this Calm of 


Mind, this happy. Reſignation to the Will of 


God; or figure to themſelves, that it arifes 
from a ſtoical Principal, a moroſeneſs an 


pride of Temper, which make Men inſenſis 

ble to; and ſullenly careleſs of what paſſes itt 

the World; or otherwiſe, from a deſperate 
Way of thinking; the beitig heedleſs of what 


becomes; even of themſelves ; or laſtly, let 


none miſtake an indulging Indolence, or 


llothfulneſs of Nature, a Fondneſs of Eafe; 
and an Averſion to the ſeeing or hearing what 


they fancy may give them Pain, for this E= 


quanimity here ſpoken of * this Content mens 


tion'd by the Apoſtle. For in ſuch Caſes, 


Nero and Domitian, the one in his Height 
of Luxury; the other in his Cloſet murder- 
ing Flies, the fnarling ee were, and 
the Monks; in Romam Catholic Countries, at 
this Day, are, tlie happieſt among Mortals: 
the mioſt effemmate; the beſt Men, and our 
Saviour and the Prophets, who lived and cons 
verſed publickly, are not; in this Regar d, to 


be copyed after, as it _— be alleged Chriſt 


could 
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could not fin, and the Prophets had a peculiar 


preventing Grace. 
I on the contrary to theſe extravagant 


| Notions, of retiring to Cells and Deſarts, 


am of Opinion that the World affords more 


Opportunities for the cultivating this Virtue, 
which gathers Strength in Proportion to the 
Attacks made upon it; as the fiftitious Son 


of the Earth +, was faid to riſe ſtronger from 
every Fall. Content, which is the Gift of God 
to all, who humbly and ſincerely implore it, 


cannot properly be known in a Retreat from 
the World : for, I fear, what many take for 
this Virtue, in ſeveral Convents and Mona- 
ſteries, not to judge uncharitably, is rather a 
OY Submiſſion to a Courſe of Life they 


| have not the Power to remedy, which ſome 


have too raſhly entered upon, from Paſſion, 
Diſappointment, or perhaps, have been forced 


Into by their Parents from temporal Views. 


Content is maintain'd in the daily Exerciſe 
of Chriſtian Virtues ; in a conſtant Reflection 
on the Omniſcience and Omnipotence of God 
on the one Hand, and on an inceſſant Remem- 
brance of our own Nothingneſs, whoare the 
Creatures of his Will on the other: of his Bene- 
volence and daily Mercies, and of our Ingrati- 
tude, and repeated Sins. To be truly content, 


* 


we muſt not only bravely reſolve, but courage- 


ouſly act. Not faintly ſay, we ſubmit to the wiſe 
Diſpoſal of Providence, but prove it, by chear- 
+ Anteus. 
Nth to 


fully yielding to any Infliction he ſhall pleaſe 
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to try us with, and nobly reject, with Con- 


tempt and Scorn, any unjuſtifiable Means to 
extricate our ſelves from the Troubles we la- 


bour under; nay, not even admit a Thought 
tending to any thing which our Conſcience, 
(an impartial Judge) ſhall pronounce wrong, 
however covertly e might do it, and what- 
ever Gain it might procure us. This is the 
Courage neceflary, without which, we can 
never enjoy the Bleſſing of Contentment : 
Without we put on the Armour of Chriſt, 
his Humility and Submiſſion to Almighty 


| God, and behave like gallant Soldiers, we 
ſhall never be able to ſay with St. Paul, we 


bave learned in whatſoever State we are there- 
with to be content, This leads me to ſpeak 


in the 


Second Place, of the conſtituent Parts of 
this Virtue, EE, 

Of theſe, I ſhall give the firſt Place to 
Piety, founded on the ſolid Baſis of a ſincere 


Faith. By Piety I would be underſtood to 


mean, an unfeigned Love of God for his di- 


ne Attributes, and the Mercies he has ſhewn 


us, an awful Fear of offending him, not a 
ſervile Fear, ſpringing from an Apprehenſion 
of Puniſhment, but ariſing from a Contem- 
plation of his Goodneſs. ' A conſtant Fervour 


in his Service, and a reverential Regard for 
every thing that appertains thereto. The 
whole Life, of the truly pious Man, is ſpent 
in unwearied Endeavours to approve himſelf 
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to his Creator; the Law of his God is his 
daily Practice, and thereon does he meditate 
Day and Night: He conſtantly pays him the 
Tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and calm- 
ly relies on his Benevolence and Mercy. 
Such a Man, will be blameleſs in. his 
Conyerſation, which is another conſtituent 
Part of the Bleſſing of Cantent; he will re- 
vere the Truth in his Words, and be upright 


in his Actions: a Stranger to a double Tongue 


or double Dealing, to Hypocriſy, Malice, 
Envy or Revenge; Vices, which are deſtruc- 
tive of all Peace of Mind, 'and which will 
never admit Content to enter, where 0 have 
once taken Poſſeſſion. 

A third conſtituent Part of Content | is Mo- 
deration, by which is to be underſtood, a 
wile Contempt of all Superfluities ; the keep- 
ing our Wiſhes and Deſires within the Bounds 
of right Reaſon. 

A fourth Part, is a generous Strength of 
Mind, to deſpiſe all Dangers in the Perform 
ance of our Duty ; to endure Want, Re- 
proach, the Sarcaſm of the Licentious ; nay, 
to embrace Death it ſelf, rather than do any 
one Action, which we know diſpleaſing to 
God: if we are bleſſed with this Fortitude ; 
let us however attribute the . Virtue to our 
heayenly Father, and not preſume to take the 
| Glory to ourſelves ; for ſhould God turn his 
Pace from us, but a Moment, our boaſted 
Courage would ſink into the vileſt Puſillani- 
mity of which, we have a cogent Example 

| | "Jo 


_ end) inſenſibleto the Stroaks e 
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in St. Peter, who after having vaunted that he 
would die far; his Lord, was ſo terrified by a 
Servant Wench, that he more than once de- 


nied him. I 
Theſe recited Virtues, 88 a S 


void of Offence; a Bleſſing which will enable 
a Man to bear up with Calmneſs, againſt al! 


the Storms of Detraction and Calumny ; ; and 5 


this I term a fifth Part. 
Sixthly and laſtly, which is included in 


what J have already premiſed, a ſtedfaſt Hope, 


in the Promiſes, which God, of his abundant 


Mercy (through the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus) 


has been pleaſed to make us his unprofitable 


| Servants, of eternal Happineſs, on our Per- 
formance of the Conditions annexed. This 


Hope will lay before us the wide Difference 
between what is momentary, and everlaſting ; 
between what is periſhable and permanent, 
between what is pure and what is mixt: as 
the Joys of Heaven admit no Alloy, can never 
ſatiate or diminiſh; and the trifling Pleaſures of 
this tranſitory World are always blended with 
Fears, Care, Bitterneſs and Anxiety, and not 


only cloy, but are ſo very flect, that they 


paſs as a Shade, though the Sting they leave | 
behind them is of long Duration. The true 
Eſtimate made betwixt temporal and eternal 


Good, or'evil Things, will give us Courage 


to contemn the Vanities, the empty Pomp of 
worldly Grandeur, and make us (in the Purſuit 
of the future Bleſſings which we are aſſured will 


and 
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and to the Treatment of a wicked World, our 


Minds will be fo thoroughly taken up in the 
Contemplation of a Crown of infinite Glory. 


I have aleady ſaid, that the Precepts of the 


Chriſtian Religion, if attended to, are calcula- 
ted for, and productive of our temporal Good 
as well as our eternal Happineſs. Let us there- 


fore conſider the Advantages flowing from this 
Virtue Content, with Regard to the preſent 


Life ; which is my 8 


Third Head, and Firſt, from the Nature 


of it; and here we find, that none can be 
ſaid to enjoy any Eaſe or Tranquility of Mind, 
in this World, who is a Stranger to Content; 
for the contented Mind, is the greateſt Happi- 
neſs we can know on this Side the Grave, as 


may be proved from it's contraſt, it makes the 
poor Man eaſy in his Station; whereas, with- 


out it, the wealthieſt cannot enjoy the Ad- 
vantage of his Fortune; the poor Man is ex- 


empt from the gnawing Worms of Envy 


and Ambition, if bleſſed with this Virtue; 
but the GREAT, who are Strangers to it, 


live and often fall Martyrs to thoſe irregular 


Paſſions; as is evident from ſacred and profane 
Hiſtory ; — ny Shimei, Haman, Seneca, 


Sejanus, Beliſarus, our Engliſh MWolſcy, and 


Numbers of others, who had they ſtudied 
and practiced this Virtue, would have curbed 


their Avarice; humbled their Pride; put a 
Check upon their Envy; abated their Ambi- 


tion; moderated thei Luxury; or rather 


have 
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eee or which is the ſame thing, an 


immoderate Deſire of Advancement, either 


in Wealth or Honours, paſſing the Bounds 


circumſtribed by Providence, makes Men in- 


capable of enjoying what they poſſeſs, and 
renders their Lives daily uneaſy. Ahab poſ- 
ſeſſed of a Kingdom, knew no Comfort 


craving the Vineyard of Naboth ; 1 Kings ch. 


xxi. ver. 4. And Caligula was uneaſy that 


no Calamities had marked his Reign, to per- 
petuate his Name ; and apprehended, it would 
be buried in Oblivion ; ; as he had not, like 
preceding Emperours, ſpread Devaſtation over 
the Face of the Earth. Dionyſius, was grie- 
ved, in the midſt of Affluence, being the 


wealthieſt Tyrant of his Time, that he could 
not excel Philoxenus in the compoſing Ver- 
ſes, and have a greater Reputation for Learn- 


ing, than Plato: for which Reaſons, he caſt 


the former into a Dungeon, and the latter 


he baniſhed. Xerxes, the Perſian Monarch, 


who enjoy'd all the Pleaſures the World could 


afford, was ever uneaſy, that he could not 
invent others, to which, Mankind was a 


Stranger : but the prudent, the contented 


Man, can never fall into ſuch Follies, or be- 


come a Prey to ſuch ſenſeleſs Anxieties. | 
| Secondly, we may conſider and weigh the 
Advantage of this Virtue Content, from it's 


Men. 


having been the 9 purſued by all wiſe 
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have baniſhed it; and thus have avoided fal- 


ing i to > Ignominy and Perdition.. T 
Thus we ſee from the unhappy Effects Mo 
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Men. It was the Sum of all the old Philo- | 


ſophy, and the main Scope of the New. To 
ſome it has been imparted by divine Grace! 
others have attained to this Perfection by the 
Strength of Reaſon.” Job, reduced from the 


moſt affluent, to the loweſt Ebb of Fortune, 


was ſupported: by this Virtue: Jacob's Deſires, 
were bounded with Food and Raimient. A- 


gur's Wiſh, Prov. ch. xxx. v. 7; 8, g. proves 


not only his Moderation, but the Danger he 
apprehended to bimſelf from Plenty. The 
Holy Fefus, who could command all things, 
was content in Poverty; for he who made the 
World had not a Place, where to lay his 


Head: His Apoſtles and the primitive Chri- 


ſtians, firſt from their Saviour, and then from 
one another, learned this admirable Leſſon of 
eee, ö - and St. Paul; who ſays, 
thoever State he had learned'to be . 
1 Content, attributes this Happineſs, wis 
Perfection, which gave him the Victory over 
3 and the World, to his bleſſed Maſter's 
pporting him. He eohld do that, and all 
5 . 
bim. Phi. . 0 13. But, we have tlie 
Example of many Philoſophers, among the 


| Gentiles, who, by Reaſon, and by Obſervas 


tion of the Inſtability of human Afairs only 
became famous for this Virtue. 7s ar 6 
Anaxagorus, Ariſtippus, Bias, Fates, Solon, 
Socrates, Zeno, and others; which latter re- 
| s iced at the News of his Fortune being ru- 

d, as it gave him an — to apply 


ms 


through Chriſt, who frengthened ; 
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himſelf to the Study of e But to. 
proceed to m 


Fourth Head, the Neceſſity of being content. 


And here let us conſider this Virtue as our 
Duty which is enjoined us, and if performed, 
is replete with Bleſſings as well temporal as 
eternal. By our being content, we acknow- 
ledge the Wiſdom and juſtice of God, in the 


Diſpoſal of the Affairs of this World; where- 1 


as repining is impeaching both, theſe his di- 


vine Attributes, and will certainly meet with 


a Puniſhment adequate to the heinouſneſs of 


the, Guilt ; but the contented Man will expe- 
rience the Favour of his God, and look what- 
ſoever be doeth ſhall proſper. Pſal. i. ver. 3. 
Thus, Reaſon, Intereſt, but above both, Re- 
ligion, ſtimulate us to the Practice of this 
Minu. Wherefore I ſhall proceed to my 


Fifth and laſt Head, and propoſe the Means 
to attain it. 

To this End, let us reflect that God, for 
the regular Government of the. World, and 
the Preſervation of Order, has thought fit to 
introduce a Sabordination ; different Ranks 
of Men, endued with different Talents and 
Capacities ; and that he-has placed us in ſuch 
a Station as he knows is beſt adapted to our 
Strength or Genius : Let us therefore never, 


aſpiringly, look above us, but thankfully con- 


fider thoſe who are in a more humble Station 


of Life, and in Want of the Neceſſaries 


Cc we 


| 
| 
| 
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18 The Benefits of Contentment. 
we enjoy: but if we are at the very loweſt 
Ebb of Fortune ; if we have not Means to 
guard againſt the Inclemencies of the Seaſons, 
or to ſatisfy the importunate Cravings of Na- 
ture, let us then examine our paſs'd Lives, 
and impartially reflect whether our own Ex- 
travagance, Sloth, or other Vice or Folly has 
not brought us into this miſerable Situation; 
and if, on an impartial Scrutiny, we can 
clear ourſelves from being the Authors of this 
Misfortune, theſe Wan! let us conſider 
from whence they come; chat if they are not 
the Puniſhment of our Sins, remember they 
are the Trials which our God is leaſed to 
- make of our Virtue : call to mind the power- 
ful Hand which inflicts theſe Severities, and 
our own helpleſs Condition; and inſtead of 
repining and growing impatient with Omni- 
potence, which is kicking againſt the Pricks, 
humbly reſign to his Will; conſider he has 
provided for and ſupported us hitherto ; that 
he delights not in the Miſeries of his Crea- 
tures, is a God of Mercy, and has the'Power 
to relieve. us, 'when 'we may reaſonably de- 

ſpair of all human Aſſiſtance. He can raiſe 
us Bread out of Stones, and living Springs out 

of the dry Rocks. When Hagar's Bottle 

Was exhauſted and ſhe and her Child periſh- 
ing with Thirſt, in a barren Wilderneſs, God 

diſcovered to her a Well of Water. Gen. ch. 
"Xxi. ver. 19. At another time when there was 
no Rain in the Land, the ſame God ſent his 
Prophet Eljab the Thale to the Brook 
4 4 Cherith, 


multiplied by his Bleſſing in a miraculous 


Manner, ſuſtain both him and the Widow's 
Family, till Plenty appear'd again in the Land. 
1 Kings ch. xvii, ver. 15, 16. Holy Writ 

affords us other Examples of the like Mercy. 
Thus, by our reflecting on his Providence, 

on his Power and Compaſſion to Mankind, 
it will enable us to bear up againſt the ſe- 

vereſt Adverſities, patiently to reſign our- 
ſelves to his Almighty Will, and to deprecate 
his Anger. He knows all our Neceſſities, and 


if we bear them as we ought, we have, beſide 
the daily Proofs of his paternal Care, ſeveral 
gracious Promiſes that he will not forſake thoſe 
who put their Truſt in him; and for any 
Perſons, to deſpond under Preflures, is 2 
Crime ſo great, that it is plainly declaring we 
do not believe him, who is the Fountain of 


Truth; and thus, deprive ourſelves of the 
; comfortable Hopes which theſe Promiſes ad- 
miniſter ; in which he obliges himſelf to 


maintain us. To conclude, let us conſtantly 


| bear i in mind the Advice * our bleſſed Savi- 
dur; Take no Thought for your. Life, what 


e Bali eat, or 27 ye ſhall drink ; nor el 


for your Body "aohat ye Jhall put on : is not 


the Life more 24 Meat, wy the Body than 
Raiment 2 
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; Cberith, and fed him Morning and Evening 

with Bread and Fleſh, by the Bills of Ravens, 
I Kings ch. xvii. ver, 6. when this Brook 
Was dried up, God commanded a poor Wi- 


dow of Zarephath to relieve him, and made an 
_ Handful of Meal and a little Oil in a Cruſe, 
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| 18 ? Behold the Fouls of the Air: for 
they Sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather 
into Barns ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are not ye much better than they? which 
of yon by taking Thought can add one Cubit 
unto his Stature? And why 
for Raiment? Confider the Lilies f the F-lu 


how they grow, they toil not neither do they 


ſpin. And yet I ſay unto you, that even So- 
lomon in all his Glory was not arrayed like 
one , theſe. Wherefore if God ſo chath the 
Graſs of the Field, which to Day is, and to 
morrod is caſt into the Oven, ſhall he not much 
more cloath you, O ye of 2 Faith 7 Matt. 
ch. vi. ver. 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. 
After this energetick Argument of our blef- 
ſed Lords, I need uſe no other to perſuade 


every real Chriſtian, not to be over anxious for 


the obtaining any thing in this Life, but to 


rely on the Providence of God, and to be 


able by an entire Reſignation to his Will, to' 


bear up with Chriſtian Fortitude, under the 
ſevereſt Trials; that each Individual may ſay 
with St. Paul, 1 have learned, in whatever. 
State I am # 12H, th to be content : 


Glory of his Name, and eternal Salvation of 
our own. Souls, through the Merits of his 
bleſſed Son our Redeemer 


whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe and Dominion 0 
till Time itſelf ſhall be no more. ven, TS 


\ % 
\ 
. * * 


take ye. Thought 


Which 
God of his Mercy grant we may all be, to the 


Jeſus Chriſt, to 


SU 
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St. MATT. ch. vii. ver. 1, 2. 


Judge not, that ye be not judged. Fr 


with what Judgment ye judge, ye 
Hall be judged : and with what 
Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be mea- 
ſured to you again. 

UR bleſſed Lord and Saviour 

trine inculcates Love, Charity, 


Forbearance : Meekneſs, Hu- 
= manity, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 


who, continually, in his Doc- 


and ſuch other Virtues, as if practiſed by the 


Profeſſors of his Name; not only would ſe- 
cure everlaſting Joy and Happineſs hereafter ; 
but introduce ſuch Harmony and inward 
Tranquility even in this Life, that it would in 
a Manner, anticipate the Joys of Heaven, by 
making Men little differing from the An- 
gels: Our bleſſed Lord, I ſay, in the Chapter 
whence I have taken my Text, keeps the 
ſame Point of brotherly Affection and Charity 
in View, and by directing us to behave 
with Tenderneſs to each other, ſows the Seeds 
of Peace, which if they take Root in our 

| E/. ¹“t 


* 
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"NE will afford us a plentiful Harveſt of 
preſent Satisfaction, and future Bleflcdneſs, 


in the Poſſeſſion of Joys, as inexpreſſible, as 


eternal. 


At the ſame Time that he inſtructs his Fol- 


lowers, he ſeems to reprove the Scribes and 


Phariſees, a ſupercilious, magiſterial and ſe- 


vere Set of Men, extremely rigid and cenſo- 


rious with Regard to others; vain and con- 
ceited in the Juſtification of themſelves. 

Diſcourſing on the Text, I ſhall obſerve it 
contains, \ 


Firſt, A Prohibition, Ju 
Secondly, a Reaſon for our ik Regard 
to this Prohibition, that we be not judged. 


Thirdly, I ſhall ſhew that the Prohibition 
is in a reffricte Senſe, it does not include 


Magiſtrates in their publick Capacity, or ſuch 
whoſe Office it is to reprove. 


Fourthly and Laſtly, I ſhall offer ſome 
Cautions to prevent raſh and cenſorious Re- 
flections on others. 


As to the firſt Head, Fudge not. | 
There is one ſovereign and ſupreme Judge 


of the World, who alone, has immediate 


Power to abſolve or condemn ; before whom, 
every Man muſt give an Account of his 
Actions, who will execute Judgment with 
Ri ghteou ſneſs; whoſe Creatures, from the 
| higheſt 
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higheſt to the loweſt, we equally are; who 
is jealous of his Honour, and commands us 


not to erect our ſelves Judges over one ano- 
ther; for it is an Inſult upon his Prerogative, 


who alone has the Power to judge of the 


Hearts of Men : it is uſurping his Autho- 


_ rity, ſtepping into his Throne, and pretend- 


to more than human Wiſdom ; for us 
poor weak-ſighted ſinful Mortals, to take 
upon us to judge and paſs Sentence upon one 
another. Judge not. We mult not magiſte- 
rially aſſume an Authority of cenſuring others, 
which we will not allow them to exerciſe 
over us: The Rule lain down for the Practice 
of ſuch as profeſs the Name of Chriſt is dia- 
metrically "contrary to this Preſumption of 
ſeating ourſelves in the Judgment Seat, can- 
vellap the Words or Actions of our Brethren z 
as if our Decrees, our Opinions were to be 
a2 Law. My Brethren, be not many Maſters, 
knowing that we ſhall recerve the greater 
Condemnation. For in many Things we offend 
all. James ch. iii. v. 1, 2. As we have 
no delegated Power to this End, we are not 
to uſurp it, 

keth ill of his Neigh- 


Every one who 


bour, ſets himſelf up as a Judge. Speak not 


Evil one of another. He that ſpeaketh Evil 
of his Brother, and judgeth his — Jpeak- 
eth Evil of the Law, and judgeth the Law. 


Ja. ch. iv. ver. 11. And indeed what is it 


other than to condemn a Law, as unjuſt, to 
| act 


Tk 
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. a& contrary to it; and how great a Sin that 
is need not be taught, for you cannot con- 
demn or cenſure a Law, but you condemn or 
cenſure the Law-giver, and here, that is, 


God himſelf. 
We muſt be upon our Guard, that we do 


not declare ourſelves Judges of the Law, by 


infringing the Law. We are not to conclude 


upon a Man's Life by any of his Actions; 
for we know not the Hearts of Men; we 


know our own, let us examine them ; let us 


ſet up Judges of our own Thoughts and 


Actions; let us take Care to weed and root 
out all inordinate Affections, to keep our 
Minds bent on the Duties incumbent on us 


for the procuring our own Salvation, and 


avoid criticizing the Lives of others. Were 
every one of us more employed in looking 
into ourſelves, we ſhould not be ſo buſy in 
examining others, and we ſhould not hear ſo 
much Calumny, as is too frequent in all Com- 
panies, Scandal being chiefly the general To- 
pick; the only Entertainment; to the great 


Reproach of Chriſtianity, and the endanger- 


ing the Souls of ſuch, as heedleſs of our 
© Lord's Prohibition, Judge not, delight in tear- 
ing to Pieces the Reputation of their Neigh- 
bours, and the propagating defamatory Re- 
ports, to the Prejudice of, too often, inno- 
cent, conſequently injured People. 

We are, when we hear the Character of 


any one attack'd, to think it may be our own 


_ Caſe, 


from raſh Cenſures. 7 
Caſe, the Moment of our Abſence; as ſoon 


as the Detractor has loſt Sight of us, and 
judge candidly as we wiſh others may judge | 


of us: we are to ſuſpend our Opinions, and 
to reflect, that Prejudice, Revenge, or, as tis 
too often the Caſe, a defamatory Tongue, a 


Delight to ſpeak Evil, may either have in- 


vented or propagated what, is falſe ; but on 


the contrary, if we are really connec our 


N A given but too good Grounds 
for Cenſure, yet we are not to judge uncha- 
ritably ; we ought to conſider the Perſon cen- 
ſured as a Man, our Brother ; allow for 
Frailties of human Nature, and before we 
give Sentence, remember what our bleſſed 
Saviour ſaid to thoſe who brought before 
him the Woman taken in Adultery. He 
that is without Sin among you, let him firſt 
caſt à Stone at her. St. John, ch. viii. ver. 
| 7: Before we condemn or deſpiſe another, 
et us be ſure that there is no Cauſe in our- 
ſelves for Recrimination. Nay, could we ſay 
we have been guilty of no Action, of not even 
a Thought, which would not bear the Light; 
we are to conſider we are fo far from — 
Judges of others, that we are expreſly forbid- 

den the aſſuming this Authority. Fudge mat. 
We know how liable we all are to be de- 
ceived with Appearances, and therefore ought 
to guard againſt raſhly cenſuring others, or 
receiving an ill Impreſſion of them, leſt we 
fhould hereafter find we had injured a Perſon, 
whom 


* 


judged. | 


the Bar of the Criminal. All 
afraid of, and avoid fuch as delight in Scan- 
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whom we ought rather to have cheriſhed and 


defended : Even Men who act with the great- 
eſt Caution, Judges and Juries, who examine 
and crofs examine Witneſſes, who ſift and 


weigh the minuteft Circamſtances ; delibe- 


rate on every Particular ; take Time for ma- 
ture Conſideration ; have, mifled by Appear- 


ances and falſe Evidence, been found ſome- 
times to have condemned the Innocent. This 
Conſideration alone will weigh with an honeſt 


Heart to ſuſpend his Judgment, left being de- 
ceived, he does an irreparable Injury. Where- 
fore it behoves us, both with Regard to others 
and ourſelves, whenever we find that we are 
pleaſed with and inclined to join in a Sſander, 


to call to Mind this Command, Judge not. 


Which leads me to my 


Second Head, The Reaſon for our having 


Regard to this Prohibition, tha? ye be not 

The cenſorious Perſon ſeems to declare 
War againſt the whole World, and as he 
ſpares the Character of none, fo, is his Repu- 
tation attacked by all. He that will uſurp 
the Seat of the Judge, ſhall be dragged te 
Men are 


dal, and no Man, will juftify him, when 


his good Name is attacked: Such as will 


not join in defaming him, will however be 


filent, and fay nothing in his Defence, for 
> HR | they 


* 
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they will look upon it no more than a Piece 
of Juſtice done, according to the Laws of Re- 
taliation: but indeed what can be offered to 
juſtify the Man who delights in the Deſtruc- 
tion of his Neighbour, who murders him in 
his Reputation, eſteemed by every thinking 
Man more valuable than even Life itſelf; 
ſince that, when once our good Name is 
loſt, when we are pointed at, and Mankind 
warned to be upon their Guard againſt us, can 
be termed no other than a Burthen ? | 
He that detracts others, will have a Num- 
ber of Detractors; whereas every one is the 
Friend of him, Who is careful of his Neigh- 
bour's Character, and will not only avoid 
Cenſure himſelf, but check it in others. The 
former we may compare to Iſbmael, as his 
Hand was againſt every Man, and every 
Man's Hand againſt Him. Gen. ch. xvi. ver. 
12. So is the Detractors Tongue againſt every 
Man, and every Man's Tongue againſt him: 
He paſſes his Life, in a continual Storm; 
the latter, like Titus Veſpaſian, merits the 
Epithet of Darling of Mankind and enjoys a 
perpetual Calm; but this making the World 
in general Enemies, is not the worſt Con- 
ſequence of our diſobeying the Command of 
God in cenſuring our Neighbours. No, we 
make God our Enemy, we ſhall be judged | 
of God, and from him ſhall receive the 
greater Condemnation. The huinble injured 


B Man 
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Man, and the haughty Calumniator ſhall both 
appear before him. 


But why doſt thou judge thy > "yg ? or 


why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother ? 


For we ſhall all fland before the Judgment 
Seat of Chriſt. Rom. ch. xiv. ver. 10. 


Which is the ſame, as if the Apoſtle had 
ſaid, what art thou, who takeſt upon thee to 


thruſt thyſelf into the Councils of God ; 
— — to paſs Sentence upon thy Brother, 


and puffed up with a Conceit of thy ſuperior 


Merit, to deſpiſe and flight him ? Art thou 
not thy ſelf, a poor, corrupt, weak, Creature; 
who art to appear before the Judge of the 
Living and the Dead, and before him, to 
give an Account, and receive Sentence ac- 
cording to the Uſe thou haſt made of thy 
Time ? Art thou any more than the Brother 
whom thou condemneſt, and holdeſt at 
nought, art thou fatisfied thy paſt Life will 
meet with the Approbation *« that impartial 
Judge, before whom thou mayeſt appear leſs 


worthy of Mercy? Before whom thy raſh. 


Sentence againſt, and thy ill Opinion and 


Contempt of thy Brother, may add to the 


Number of thy other Crimes? Remember, 
With what Tudgment ye judge, ye ſhall be 
Judged ;. and with what Meaſure ye mete, it 
ſhall be meaſured to you again. It thou haſt 


been ſevere in cenſuring thy Brother, thou 
ſhalt find a Judge ſevere in paſſing Judgment 
upon thyſelf. The Cruel ſhall experience 
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a wire Judge, and the Merciful ſhall find 
Mercy. God will pardon the Placable, ſuch 
as not only are ready to forgive Injuries, but 
are alſo afraid to affront divine Majeſty, by 
taking upon them to condemn their Brethren, 
becauſe poſſibly they themſelves may imagine 
they are injured by them. 

We are partial, I fear, all of us, when we 
ſet ourſelves up for Judges, being Parties. 
The juſt Man, by which Epithet, I mean 
the Man who fears God; leaves his Cauſe to 
his Deciſion : will not venture to judge, 

that he may not be/judged ; this Procedure is 
an Evidence of our Humility, Charity and 
Deference to the Command of our Creator; 
and though, whatever we are capable of 
doing, though our Righteouſneſs in his Sight 
is as filthy Rags, yet his Mercy will attribute 
it to us as a Merit, and as ſuch, reward it. We 
are not, my beloved. in Chriſt, to judge, tis 
the Command of God, and if we go — 
to, that is, dare to diſobey this Command, 
we ſhall be judged not only by Men but by 
Him. But in this Command you are not to 
ſuppoſe, that God intends the Wicked are 
to eſcape Puniſhment in this World, or that 
none are to take upon them to reprove their 
Brethren. No, the former would introduce 
innumerable Miſchiefs, and the latter might 
prove the Loſs of many Souls. For it is thro' 
God, by his delegated Power, that Princes 
decree Fuſtice, and this brings me to my 
WI Third 
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Third Head, That this Prohibition is, in 2 
reſtricted Senſe, it does not include Magi- 
ſtrates in their Publick Capacity, or ſuch 
whoſe Office it is to reprove. 

Man in the State of Nature ſeems to be 
in a State of Warfare, and 'tis the coercive 
Power of Civil Government, entruſted to Ma- 
giſtrates, that alone reſtrains the Stronger, 
void of Religion, from making a Prey of the 
Werker. This Power of Magiſtrates is de- 
rived from the Supreme Being. There is, 
ſays St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
ch. Kili. ver. 1. No Power but of God : the 
Powers that be, are ordained of God, and 
gives this Delegation, from God, as a Reaſon, 
why Magiſtrates, and thoſe in Authority 
ought to be feared. It is a Point of Conſcience 
on our Sides, to ſubmit to the higher Powers 
as well as a Point of Prudence. With Re- 

gard to the former, the ſame Apoſtle teaches 
in the following verſe, that Whoſoever there- 
fore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordi- 
nance of God : and they that reſiſt, ſhall re- 
ceive to themſelves Damnation. Rom. ch. xii. 
ver. 2. Wich Regard to the latter; a general 


Diſobedience muſt neceſſarily introduce a ge- 


neral Confuſion ; there would no longer be 
any Property, neither could any Man be in 
greater Security with Regard to his Life than 
to his Goods. Now as Obedience is required 


from us, ſo Protection is expected from Ma- 


giſtrates 5 


22 ew wg 


has 
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giſtrates: For Rulers are not a Terror to good 
Works, but to the Evil. Rom. ch. xiii. ver. 
3. They are to adminiſter Juſtice, and to 
that End are inveſted with a Power to call 
to Account and puniſh the Wicked. 7/7 
thou then not be afraid of the Power ? Do 
that which is good, and thou ſhalt have Pratſe 
of the ſame. For as on the one Hand it is the 
Magiſtrates Duty to puniſh the Vicious, ſo it 
is on the other to encourage and cheriſh the 
Virtuous. For be is the Miniſter of God to 
| thee for Good. But if thou do that which is 

Evil be afraid ; for he beareth not the Sword 
in vain : for he is the Miniſter of God, a 
| Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that 
doeth Evil. Rom. ch. xiii. ver. 4. Whence 
it is evident that Magiſtrates, with Regard 
to their publick Capacity, are'not included in 
this Prohibition, Judge not, though it is 
equally directed to them with private Men, 
when They act not juridically. 

As Magiſtrates are not included as ſuch, 
neither is this Prohibition extended to ſuch, 
Whoſe Office or Duty it is to reprove: As 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, Parents, Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes of Servants, or ſuch Officers 
as they ſhall think fit to entruſt with the Ma- 
nagement of their Affairs. Nay ſometimes tis 
a charitable Duty, though we have no ſuch 
Relation, to admoniſh and reprove a Bro- 
ther whom we ſee endanger either his Soul 
or Body, But then, this Admonition muſt 
proceed 


4 . D 

of rode 
eed from a tender Concern for the Wet- 
fare of our Brother, and e be void of all 


Aſperity. 
It is not every one who is a proper Per- 


fon to reprove, neither is every one a pro- 


per Perſon to be reproved. What Effect 
would a Drunkard's reproving his Neigh- 
bour for exceſſive Drinking have? Certainly 
no other than expoſing him who reproved to 
the Retort of Phy/ician heal thy ſelf. Thoſe 
who reprove Vice in others, muſt be clear 
of it themſelves, or it will bring upon them 
Shame, without profiting their Brother. 
Why bebolleſi thou the Mote that is in thy 


— but conſidereſi not the Beam 


thut is in hine own Eye ? Or how wilt thou 
Jay to thy Brother, let me, pull out the Mote 
out of thine Eye ; and behold, a Beam is in 
thine gwn Bye ? Matt. ch. vii. ver. 3, 4. Such 
a Man in reproving, would juſtly be term- 
ed rather cenſorious than charitable, and 
ought to be adviſed to look at home, and 
begin the reforming the World by amending 
himſelf : and this does not hold good in 
— Life only, but in Publick ; for the 

iniſter who preaches up Virtue and practi- 


ces Vice; who inveighs againſt Drinking 


and is himſelf a Sot: who teaches others not 
to cenſure and detract their Neighbours, and 
is himſelf an Inventer and Propogator of Scan- 


dal, will find his preaching, though he be 


never 75 florid an Orator, have but little «4 
ect 
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fect on thoſe who know him, and who will 
not fail of ſaying, he ought to inculcate theſe 
Doctrines by his Example, and if they are 
8 | on, to give Proof he realy _ 

thinks them ſo, by the Practice af them. 

As ſuch Men are very unlikely to reprove 
others efficaciouſly, ſo there: are others who 
are very unfit to be reproved. Give not that 
which is holy unto the Dogs, neither caſt ye 
your Pearls before Swine, left they — 
them under their Feet, and turn Again and 
rent you. Matt. ch. vii. ver. 6. 

There are Men ſo abſolutely me! by . 
their Paſſions; act ſo — are fo drown- 
ed in- Sen ſuality, and guilty of ſuch filthy 
| ſuch unnatural Crimes, —. they juſtly may 
be compared to Beaſts, and even to the moſt 
filthy of Beaſts Dogs and Swine. They have 
fo long walked in the Way of Sinners, that 
they are ſet down in the Seat of the Scornful. 
Pal. ii. They hate Inſtruction, and deſpiſe 
the Man who offers it to them, ſuch are very 
unfit for Reproof, and to admoniſh them is 
giving that which is boly unto the Dogs, 
and caſting Pearls before Swine. With ſuch 
the moſt tender and friendly Reproofs will 
be eſteemed Reproaches. Behold, the Word 
of the Lord is unto them @ Reproach, they 
have no Delight in it. Jer. ch. vi. ver. 10. 
As an Ear-ring of Gold, and an Ornament of 


fine Gold, ſo is a wiſe Reprover upon an obe= 


dient Ear: Prov. ch. xxv. ver. 12, but it is 


throwing 
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throwing away Reproof, which is an excel- 
lent Oil, and we can expect no other than 
| Contempt and miſchievous Reſentment from 
bly loſt to Religion, 

Shame, and Reaſon: As a Swine will reſent 
the throwing a Pearl at him as much as a 
Stone, ſo will ſuch Men eſteem Reproof, the 
Higheft Affront that can be offered, the greateſt 
Injury that can be done them, and endea- 
vour accordingly to revenge it. Wherefore 
great Diſcretion is neceſſary, both in the 
examining ourſelves if we. are proper to re- 
rove others,. and conſidering whether the 
Perſon is capable of Reproof: whether our 
Reproof proceeds from a ſincere Deſire of our 


Neighbour's WIfare, or from any Pique, 


Reſentment, or II- Will, toward him. If 
from the former it is a laudable Act of Cha- 
rity ;.if from the latter, it is a very great Sin, 
and directly acting againſt the Commandment 
Judge not 
I no Seocred to my fourth and laſt Head, 

and ſhall offer ſome Cautions, to prevent raſh 

and cenſorious Reflections on others, or which 


is the ſame thing, Judging others. 


I ſhall do this with Regard to God, — 
with Regard to qurſelves. 

With Regard to God, we are to confider, 
that as he has made the Univerſe, and we our 
ſelves being the Work of his Hands, ſo he 
has reſerved the Power of ruling both _ 

an 
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and us, as his infinite Wiſdom ſhall Wink fit 
to direct and ordain. He hath ordered the 
Courſe of the Planets, ſet Bounds to the Sea, 
directed the Succeſſion of Scaſons and Gene- 
rations, and given toMen Laws by which they 
are to guide their Lives: and we ſee he is 
obey'd by the inanimate Creation, Man alone 
rebels againſt infinite Wiſdom and infinite 
Power ; and he has reſerved to himſelf, the 
fole Prerogative of judging ſuch as continue 
in their Rebellion, that is, in Diſobedience 
to his divine Injunctions; but we arrogantly 
preſume to diſpute him this his Right, when 
even contrary to his expreſs Will, we ſet our 
ſelves up to be Judges and Cenfurers of others; 3 
a grievous Sin, which he will ſeverely puniſh: 
A Preſumption ſo great, that when we ſeri- 
ouſly conſider what God is, and who we are, 
we ſhall tremble at our having been guilty, 
and looſe no Time in humbly repenting of it: 
A Species of Pride very near approaching to 
that of the fallen Angels, who though the 
Creatures of his Will pretended to be equal 
to their Creator, and thus provoking his 
Wrath felt his Power, and from the Summit 
of Bliſs, were hurled into the Depth of Miſery, 
where ſuch as will copy inſolent Pride, will 
ſhare in their endleſs Puniſhment. Where 
fore, judge not, that ye be not judged. 
With Regard to ourſelves, if we would 
thoroughly inſpect our own Hearts, and be 
e . 
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impartial in our Judgment, on our own Sci- 


tuation, the beſt yen: Sale would be aſhamed 
to cenſure his Nei ſhall here to 


this Purport, qu Ne 5 of that ex- 
3 ag He 4 Kempis, © We 


cellent Author 
tt are ſometimes moved with Faſſion, and 


* think it Zeal ; we reprehend ſmall Things 


« in others, and over greater Matters, 


<« in ourſelves. We quickly feel and weigh 
« what we ſaffer at the Hands of others; 


te but we mind not what others 4 — from 
« us. Fe that doth well and rig 2 
te ſider his own Actions, will ine 

« Cadſe to judge hardly of another”, 

« The inward Chriſtian preferreth "i 
« Care of himſelf before all _—_ Cares ; 
and he that diligently attendeth unto him- 
&« ſelf doth ſeldom ſpeak much of others. 
ce 
it 


Thou wilt never be ſo inwardly Religious, 


* unleſs thou paſs over other Mens Affairs 
« with Silence, and look eſpecially to thy- 


2 ſelf. If thou attend wholly unto God 


e and thyſelf, thou wilt be lle moved with 
« whatever thou ſeeſt Abroad. Where art 
& thou, when thou art not with thyſelf ? 


« That is when thou 1eaveſt the Care of 


« thy own Amendment, to obſerve and 


* cenſure the Lives or Actions of thy 


c Neighbour, and when thou haſt run over 
* all whos baſt thou then profited, if thou 


*. * haſt neglected ? If thou deſireſt 


e Peace 


K e 


_ C „ an 


= 


Peace of Mind and true Union, thou muft 
% put all things behind thee and look onl 


% upon thyſelt . Thus far that truly rell. 


Too conclude, our Peace and Intereſt ought 
to keep a Guard upon our Tongues and be a 
Barrier againſt Scandal, as I have ſhewn the 
Cenſurer will have few if any Friends, but 
a Number of Enemies in this Life ; and in 


the Life to come, this Itch of evil Speaking, 


_ cruelly tearing in Pieces the Reputation of his 


Neighbour, will give him over to the Revi- 


lings of thoſe accurſed Fiends, who prompt- 
ed him to the eternal Loſs of his Soul, by 
endeavouring to deſtroy the Character of 


others. Let us all remember, that the fame 


Meaſure we mete ſhail be meaſured unto us 
| egain, If we have been cruel in our Cen- 
| ſures we ſhall be condemned by a Judge who 
will retaliate our Want of Charity, by a Sen- 
tence which will be void of Mercy: Which 
that we may not fall under, let us not judge. 

Let us avoid with Care, Whiſperers, Tale- 
bearers and Detractors: conſider all Man- 
kind as our Brethren, the Work of God's 
Hands, and treat them with Humanity, Cha- 
rity, brotherly Love and Affection; that at 
the laſt Day we may experience the Promiſe 
of our Lord and Saviour, Bleſſed are the 
Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy. Matt. 
ch. v. ver. 7. Which God of his infinite 
255 = = Mercy 


20 ADissuAsTIVvE 
Mercy grant may be the Portion of all of us, 
through the Merits of his bleſſed Son, to 
whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, be 
aſcribed all Honour, Glory and In, 
to all Eternity. Amen. 47m 
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PRI One Shilling - 


Sow to yourſelves in Righteouſueſey 
reap in M ercy,” break up * = 


ow Ground. 


— obſervable that Men readily - 


liſten to, and eagerly purſue 
ſuch Advice, as they are con- 


ly give Attention to that, whi 


tends to © eternal Welfare of their pre- 


cious Souls ; notwithſtanding they are tho- 
roughly ſenſible, of the . vaſt Dyſproportion 


between tranſitory and permanent Advan- 


: 12555 and thus evince, they too often act 


gainſt, the Dictates of their Reaſon. But 


82 inly, never did a People give greater 
Proofs of this Perverſeneſs, than the Ferws ; 
who notwithſtanding the Conviction of their 
Senſes, - notwithſtanding the ſevere. Puniſh- 


ments which attended their Idolatry, return'd - 
to it as the Dog to his Vomit ; from which 


inconſiderate Behaviour, the Prophet takes 
Occaſion to reprove and threaten them, ſay⸗ 
ing, They have made to themſelves goodly J. 

A2 | mages, 


vinced will turn to their tem- 
poral Intereſt; but, N 


. Ä 
- — - 8 » 


4 Ahn Exhortative to Repentance. 
mages, V. 7 the firſt; and in the thirteenth 
ip erſe, ye have plowed Wickedneſs, therefore, 
Verſe the fourteenth, ſball a Tumult ariſe 
among thy People, and all thy Fortreſſes ſhall 
be ſpoiled. But, he exhorts them before 
this Menace, in the Words of my Text, to 
avert the impending Evil, by Repentance, 
and a new Courſe of Life; Sow to yourſelves 
in Righteouſneſs, reap in Mercy, break up your 
Fallb Ground: Which figurative Way of 
ſpeaking, we may interpret after the follow- 
What have you hitherto gained, but the 
_ conſequential Fruits of your evil Ways? Ye 
have plowed Wickedneſs, ye have reaped 
| Iniquity, for the Product will ever be of the 
Species of the Seed ſown, while your Lives 
are wicked, Evil muſt attend you; where- 
fore, as your Hearts have been long unculti- 
vated, and you have been careleſs of perform- 
ing the Duty incumbent on you to your 
God, and have thus been Enemies to your- 
ſelves, by throwing off the Protection of the 
Almighty, conſequently loſing his Bleſſing: 
As our Creator is the Fountain of Mercy, as 
'his Ears and Arms are ever open to hear, and 
receive the. Penitent, it is time to turn from 
your evil Ways, implore his Mercy, tepent 
of your former Tranſgreſſions, and ſhew the 
Contrition of your Hearts, by the Purity of 
your future Lives, making ſuch Return to 
the Almighty for his loving Mercy ing 
ES 1 Thad | Ü; ũ ² ©, 
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Suffering as is in your Power; namely, by at- 


tending on his Worſhip, honouring his holy 
Name; not by ſacrificing Oxen, or burning 
Incenſe upon his Altars, but by approaching 
him with clean Hearts and fincere Lips, with 
grateful Praiſe and Thankſgivings, proceeding 


from a juſt Senſe of his Goodneſs towards 


vou; with Humility, ariſing from a wiſe 

Reflection, on the wide Difference between 
an infinite powerful God, and a poor helpleſs 
Mortal ; between a Creator and his Creature, 
which owes it's Being and Preſervation to 


the Will and Bounty of it's Maker. Remem- 


ber that you act in his immediate Sight, 


Which you cannot elude, and from whoſe 


piercing Rays nothing can eſcape; that he is 
the Source of Purity, and let this keep you 
ever on your Guard, not to ſtray from the 
Paths of Righteouſneſs which will lead you 
to the Enjoyment of infallible Bleſſings, to 


ſtep into thoſe of Perdition: And as your 


Duty to God, cannot be thoroughly complied 
4 if you do not, as far as the Frailty of 
human Nature will permit, copy after his 
divine Attributes, it neceſſarily includes your 
Duty to your Brethren ; for you cannot be 
ſaid to fear God, if you do not alſo do Juſtice 
and love Mercy : Wherefore prepare your 


Hearts to receive theſe Seeds of ighteouſ- 
neſs, to which they have been too long unac- 


' cuſtomed, and you will find them Fe 
. of freſh Mercies, | 
In 


6 An [2 OD 70 Repentance. 


In Diſcourſing on the Words of my Texts 
I ſhall obſerve they contain, 


Firſt, An Erhortation to a new Life, 1 


gecondly, A Promiſe of a Bleſſing, fol- 
. lowing Repentance. TIT: 


_ Laſtly, Make my Ap plication; 


Firſt, Tam to ſhew the Words of the Text, 
contain an Exhortation for us to lead a new 
Life. Sow 70 yourſelves in Righteouſneſs ; 
that is, let your future Employments be the 
Works of Mercy, Juſtice, Truth; adore the 
divine Being, who has fo manifeſtly been 
your Protector, ſo often has effaced your 
Sins, and relieved you from the Calamities 
which they have brought upan you ; when, 
by a ſincere Repentance and Humiliation, 
you have look'd up to, and petition'd the 
Throne of Grace, Sr Mercy. by t is you alone 
can reap the Advantage of your Penitence 
and Adoration, tis to yourſelves, that 
you ſow in Righteouſneſs; for alas! What 
can your Incenſe, your Sacrifices, your Praiſes, 
- avail, the eternally happy Creator ; can you 
add any thing to Immenſity? Think you that 
God can receive any Satisfaction from your 
Humiliation, and is it not purely the Effect 
of his Mercy, that he thus  wooes you to 
your own Happineſs? Break up your fallow 
| Grounds ; you have been "ey" negligent of 
| your 
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our Duty, conſequently long cruel to your- 
e a onſideration, which ought to make 
you apprehend the Fatality of = ger delay- 
ing your Return to God, that you may con- 


- Ciliate his Favour, 1 experience farther 


Bleſſings, which a new Courſe of Life in the 


Performance of incumbent Duties will not 


fail of bringing upon you. 
5 I thus far have Pa on this figura- 


tive Way made Uſe of by the Prophet. This 


Exhortation, was to a People eee to 
a good Life, by the Promiſe of temporal 
Bleſſings only, as we may obſerve in the fifth 


Commandment, the Blefling promiſed to the 
Honour ſhewn their Parents was a Length of 


Days, to enjoy the fruitful Land which God 
had aſſigned them. 1 5 thy Father and 


12 Mother: that thy Da 255 be long in 


be Land which the 1 thy God giveth thee. 
:x0d, ch. xx. ver. 12. They were not bleſſed 


with the Light of the Goſpel, and ſuch ex- 


plicit Aſſurances of future Happineſs, to en- 


- epurage them to Virtue and Piety ; or of future 


Puniſhments, to deter them from Wickedneſs 


as are we Chriſtians ; conſequently, as our Re- 


ward or Puniſhment i is plainly made known to 
us, and fo vaſtly beyond any temporal Bleſ- 
ſing or Calamity, we ought to be much more 
ſtimulated, by a Reflection on them, to the 
Performance of our Duty, and more greatly 
apprehend the Conſequence of our Negle&. 
1 take Advantage of this Ex- 
hortation 
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8 As Exhortat tive to Riots, 


1 hortation of the Prophet, to ſom to ourſelves 
in Righteouſneſs, and break up our fallow 
Grounds ; enter upon an immediate Courſe of 
Virtue and Piety, and not longer delay . the : 
: great Work of our Salvation. 

'The Husbandinan does not expect the 
Ground, which is neither broken up nor 
ſown” with Seed, will yield of it felf a Crop 
of Corn for his Support; he knows, that Care 
and Labqur muſt preceed his Profit, and does 
not flatter himſelf with Impoſlibilities : : He 
does what is neceffary, breaks up his fallow 

| Ground, improves it, ſows it with Corn, 
takes Care to clear the riſing Blade from 
oe Weeds ; and when he has done his 

art, when he has beſtow'd this requiſite 

Induſtry, he leaves the reſt to God. Shall 
we then, who are careful and n | 

for the Sup port of Life; who will chear ully 
undergo aa 2 oil for the Ho op of Lucre, be 
leſs negligent for the eternal Welfare of our 
Souls! Or can any of us be ſv wretchedly 
ſottiſh, as to imagine, that It requires no Vi- 
gilance, no Induftry, no Thought, to work 
out our Salvation] Can we be inſenſible of 
the numerous Dangers to which we are expo- 
ſed, even when the good Seed is ſawn, that 
3s, when wwe have reſolved u pon a Courſe of 
Lite, becoming rational Creatures, who have 
ſo often been admoniſhed by holy Writ, , of 5 
the Certainty of a future bleſſed or moſt k mi- 
285 Pede for all r I fay, * we 
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be inſenſible, even when we have reſolved 


upon a ſtrict Compliance with Reaſon and our 
Duty; how many Weeds ſpring up from the 


Cares, Diſappointments, and prevalent Example 


of a vicious World, to choak this good Seed, 


and render void our pious Reſolves, Which 


require our conſtant Care, and Vigilance to 


root up, before they gather Strength, and 


render our Hopes of a good Crop, abortive. 


If we are then thoroughly convinced, from 


our Practice in worldly Affairs, and the very 


nature of things, that our utmoſt Care and 
Vigilance is moſt requiſite, where the danger 


of miſcarrying in our Views is the greateſt, 
if we are not ignorant of the vaſt Diſpropor- 


tion between Momentary and never failing 


| Riches; if we really believe the Promiſes of 


endleſs Joys, and the Threats of never cea- 


ſing Torments, according as our Lives in this 
World have entitled us to the one, or doom'd 
us to the other; If we are truly ſenſible that 


by our Remiſneſs, we have already rin a 


Riſque, too great to be reflected upon as it 
ought, without a Tremor on the one Hand, 


and Thankfulneſs on the other, for the long- 5 


ſuffering and forbearance, of an offended 


Deity ; who is flow to wrath, and will's not 


the death of a Sinner, but rather, that he 


ſhould repent and live; if, I fay, we are not 
ignorant of all theſe Truths; Let us from this 
Inſtant begin, ſeriouſly to reflect on that Time 


we have already loſt, and the * of 
C our 


AA 
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our having a longer Space allotted us, to pre- 
pare for our great Change, which will fix us 
Eternally in either the Joys ot Miſeries of the 
Life to come. I proceed now to my 


Second Head, to wit, the Promiſe of a 
 Blefling following Repentance. | 
Reap in Mercy. Long Experience, fays the 
Prophet, and numberleſs Mercies received, muſt 
| have convinced you, that, as on the one Hand 
Misfortunes and diſmal Calamities, have been 
the conſtant Effects of your forgetting God, as 
your Thoughts, as your Views have been evil, 
ſo evil has been their Produce ; and you could 
not naturally expect any other Fruit of your 
Labour, Ye have ſown the Wind, and ye ſhall 
reap the Whirkwind, Hoſea ch. viii. v. 7. ſuch 
Grain as you employ for Seed, ſuch, ſhall 
you reap. Evil is productive of Evil; as I ſay, 
you have felt the. ſmart of following your 
Luſts, and, have on the one hand experienced 
the fatal Effects of turning from God, who 
has alſo turn'd his Face from you; So, on 
the other Hand, you have proved him a God 
of Mercy, when ever you repented of your 
Wickedneſs and implored his Aſſiſtance; 


This therefore ought to encourage you to 


believe your future unfeign'd Repentance 
cannot be in vain. Nay, you have the pro- 
miſe of Truth it ſelf; for after the Al- 
mighty has threatned to avert his Eyes from 
you, and to be deaf to your Prayers, yet ſtill 
TEN | upon 


As Exhortative to Repentance. 11 
upon your Contrition, and returning to your 
Duty, your Sins ſhall be forgiven, Waſh ye, 
make you clean, put away the Evil of your 
Doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do 
evil, learn to do well, ſeek Judgment, relieve 
the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, plead for the 
 M#idow. Come now, and let us reaſon together 
4 th the Lord : though your Sins be as Scarlet, 
[bey fhall be as white as Snow; though they be 
red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool, Iſa. 
ch. i. ver. 16, 17, 18. Again, He promi- 
ſes by the Mouth of his Prophet Feremiab, 
chapter the xviii. ver. 8. that Repentance 
ſhall not fail of pacifying his Wrath, and of a- 
verting his Judgments ; 1f that Nation againſt 
whom 1 have pronounced, turn from their 
Evil, I will repent of the Evil, that I thought 
to do unto them. N 
I have thus ſhewn by this ſhort Comment 
on the Prophet's Words, Which I have choſen 
for my Text, that the Mercies the Penitent 
have already experienced, are ſufficient to en- 
courage the Sinner to hope, that he ſhall find 
the ſame Bleſſing will attend his future Re- 
pentance, and from the Promiſe of the Al- 
mighty himſelf, that he cannot fail of Mercy 
and Pardon, ; a ey 
Let us now therefore, both Prieſts and 

People, apply to ourſelves what the Prophet 
preached to the Jews, for alas! What will 
this Aſſurance avail us, if we do not alſo per- 
form the Conditions ſtipulated on our Part, 
„ namely 


12 An Exbortative to Repentance. 
namely, turn from our Evil ! Without which, 
all Hopes of Salvation are as vain, as would . 
be Endeavours to unite Fire and Water in 
ſuch a Manner, as that the one ſhall continue 
to emit Warmth, and the other retain it's 
Frigidity. 

The Almighty is Purity itſelf, and bes . 
ever is impure, is abhorrent from his Nature. 
If we therefore hope for his Bleſſing and Pro- 
x tection 1 in this World, and to enjoy his glori- 

ous Preſence in the next, we muſt endeavour 
to waſh away our Pollution, with the Tears 
of Repentance. How idle, my Beloved, would 
appear to us the Hopes of a leprous Beggar, 
whoſe Sores were noiſom to the Sight and 
Smell, and covered with Rags, to be admit- 
ted to the Preſence of an earthly King! And 
can we flatter ourſelves with the Leproſy of 
our Sins upon us, that we ſhall gain Admit- 
. tance to the T hrone of the King of Kings, 
whoſe Eyes can ſuffer no Impurity ? 5 

Tis as impoſſible, for the Impenitent to 
enter thoſe pure Regions of eternal Happineſs, 
as tis for Light and Darkneſs to ſubſiſt at 
one and the fame Time, in one and the ſame 
Place: As we are aſſured and often admo- 
niſhed of this by Holy Writ ; as tis agree- 
, able to Reaſon and the very Nature of Things, 
and as we know not how ſoon we may be 
ſummoned hence, let us (I once more repeat 
it) from this Inſtant, ſet about the ſecuring 
to ourſelves a happy . z In n Compart- 


ſon 
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. ſon of which, every temporary Advantage is 
to be difregarded, as unworthy of our Care :. 
Have our Grounds lain Fallow, let us break 
them up, that is, have we hitherto been re- 
miſs in our Duty, let us induſtriouſly apply 
ourſelves to make amends for the loſt Time, 
by making the moſt of that which our ever 
merciful God ſhall till afford us; and by re- 
flecting on the Danger paſs d, of being cut 
off in the midſt of our Sins, avoid running the 
fame Riſque. 

Had we a determined Space allotted | us, 
thoſe Perſons who think it time . enough 
to repent, when Age will no longer .allow 
our being actually wicked, might plead ſome 
Excuſe for their Delay, tho' a bad one : But, 
as every Perſon is ſenſible this is far from 
being our Caſe, and that neither the greateſt 
Monarch nor the wiſeſt Man, has any Cer- | 
tainty that, he ſhall ſee the Riſing- Sun in it's 
Meridian Height, or the Setting - Sun light up 
a new Day; none but Man, too inconſi- 
derate to reflect on the immenſe. Stake he ha- 
zards, even his Soul, would poſtpone the 
Work of his Repentance one Moment; but 
would from the preſent reſolve upon, and 

urſue an immediate Reformation, by im- 
ploring the Aſſiſtance of the Divine Grace ; 
by humbling himſelf before the Throne of 
Mercy, by a thorough Confeſſion of his paſt 
Wickedneſs; a true Contrition for having 

offended a God of ſuch Long-ſuffering and 
— 
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Forbearance, and by regulating his future 
Life according to the Will of God, as taught 
in Holy Writ: which he will find compre- 
hended in few Words, and nothing difficult in 
Practice. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, 
 wohat is good, and what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ? 
Micah ch. vi. ver. 8. And in ſeveral Places 
of the inſpired Writings, we find our whole 
Duty ſumm'd up in fearing God, which 
includes Adoration, and in being juſt the one 


to the other. On theſe two Commandments 


hang all the Law and the Prophets, Matt. ch. 
xXxii. ver. 40. But why do we find ſuch 
Reluctance in unhappy Men, to the entering 
upon the Performance of their Duty ? Tis 
certainly from an idle Notion, that it 1s too 
difficult to be complied with, and requires too 
ſevere Mortifications of our Paſſions, too ſtrict 
a Guard upon our Actions; ſowres our Tem- 
pers, and renders us auſtere and unſociable. 
And whence proceeds this falſe Opinion of a 
religious Life; but from too great a fondneſs, 
too tender an indulgence of ſome favourite Vice, 
which we are loath to part with, and which 
whiſpers to us, that the moſt rational Scheme 
of Life, is the moſt impracticable; and thus de- 
ters us from entering upon a Tryal, a bringing 
theſe imaginary Difficulties to the Proof of Ex- 
perience, which would ſoon evince the con- 
trary of theſe Spggeſtions of our Senſes, and 
. that 
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that the Satisfaction, the Pleaſures of which 
a regular pious Life is productive, are not 

only more permanent, but beyond all De- 

grees of Compariſon more exquiſite, than 
thoſe which ariſe from the Gratification of 
ſenſual Appetites, which ever leave a Bitter- 
neſs behind them. What worldly Pleaſures 
can come in Competition with that Serenity 
of Mind which ariſes from a Conſciouſneſs of 
our having performed our Duty, and that 

whenever the Almighty ſhall pleaſe to call us 
hence, we have our Accounts ready? And on 
the other Hand, what temporary Miſery can 
be greater than to have our Conſciences lay 

before us, the terrifying Liſt of all the Sins, 

Extravagancies, and Follies, of perhaps, a 

long and miſpent Life; when languiſhing on 

a Death-Bed, dreading the Minute of our 

Diſſolution, vainly wiſhing we could live over 


again our paſt Days, to make a right Uſe of 


the Time we knew. not how to value. But 
in what conſiſts the Difficulty, apprehended 
in a Life of Virtue? If it is rational, it is 
practicable, and if we will once enter upon 
the Practice of it, we ſhall find it eaſy, ſince 
Virtue becomes habitual, as well as Vice, which 
gains by flow Gradations on the Soul; for 
no one was thoroughly vicious, till he had 

paſs d ſeveral Degrees from leſs to greater 
Crimes. (Nemo repente nequiſſimus.) The 
Virgin Soul, if I may be allow'd the Expreſ- 
1 the innocent Man ſtarts at the firſt po 

* 
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Poſal of a vile or wicked Action, and though 
Vice is deck'd with all the Pomp of Riches, 
and the gay Robes of ſenſual Pleaſures, yet 
they cannot ſo far hide her Deformity, but 


her firſt Sight carries with it Terror and ab- 
horrence, and commonly ſhe meets a repulſe 


In her firſt Attack. On the contrary, Men 
are allured by the Beauty of Virtue ; become 
enamoured of her, and fly to embrace her, 
tho' unadorned with other than her native 
Charms, the Moment ſhe appears to the Eyes 
of their Underſtanding : And, if ſhe has not 
more Followers, *tis owing to our own Cow- 


ardice, we have plung'd ourſelves into ſen- 


ſual Pleaſures, and have not the Courage to 


follow thoſe Precepts which we approve, 


even while we act diametrically contrary. to 


them; and then invent Reaſons to cover our 


Puſilanimity; Reaſons as falſe as are the Plea- 
ſures which we purſue : For the good Man's 
Countenange is always chearful ; Peace of 
Mind delates his Heart, and diffuſes o'er his 


Face an Air of Eaſe and Benignity : True 


Religion has nothing in it auſtere or moroſe ; 
ttis contrary to Reaſon, to ſay that what in 
a Manner anticipates the- Joy of Heaven, by 
that we feel ariſe from virtuous Actions, can 


cauſe an Aſperity of Temper. I don't doubt 


many here have felt an inexpreſſible Pleaſure, 


when they have brought a timely Relief to 


ſome unþappy Wretch, whoſe Miſeries have 


moved their Compaſſion ; have riſen from 


thei 
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their Prayers, with a Content; a SatisfaQion, : 

Compoſure and Alacrity, the Effects of which 
their whole Family has been ſenfible of, and 
which was too great for Deſcription; but 1 
defy any one to ſay, he has been guilty of 
Exceſs, or any one Action repugnant to his 


Duty as a Chriſtian, without feeling a Re- 
morſe of Conſcience, exceptin uch, as unhaps! 
pily have their Conſciences feared, Whence 
tis evident, that were there no other Life, in 
which we are to account for our Actions than 


this, a regular virtuous Life is preferable to- 


all the falls Pleaſures, this _ can afford' 
us, and has been ſo eſteem'd by the! wiſeſt 
Men of all Ages, as their Los demonſtrate: 


among whom I ſhall menton one only, Mar- 
cus Antonius Philoſophus. the Roman Empe- 


ror, who: by his high Station of Life had it 
in his Power to gratify his Paſſions, which 
his love of Virtue kept in continual Sub- 
jection: But we are aſſured that glorious Re- 
wards in a happy Eternity, will crown the 
Performance 5 our Duty; which ſurely 


. - ought to animate us to enter upon it, deſpiſe 


the Bug-bears which our ſenſuality dreſſes 
up, and be convinced from the Practice of 
_ thoſe Hypocrites who lead a mortified Life 
for the Sake of Lucre, to draw in the Un- 
wary, by an out- ſide Shew of Sanctity, and I 

may ſay are living Martyrs to the Devil, as 
they ſuffer greater Hardſhips than Virtue or 
* impoſes, without the Satisfaction 
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they find; I fay, we may be convinced 
even from them, that the Difficulties are not 
inſuperable ; and I will venture to aver, that 
on the contrary; they will with little Practice 
of what Reaſon will direct, prove to be 


merely imaginary, and arifing only from a 
miſtaken Self-Love. Let me then continue 


to exhort you, my beloved Brethren, ſerioufly 


3 Exhortbtive to Repentance. 


1 


to conſider the Precariouſneſs of this Life. 


and from that Conſideration enter upon ſuch 


a Courſe, as may afford you Peace of Mind 


while on Earth, and a Crown of Glory in the 


bleſſed Regions of eternal Ligbt: To which 


God of his infinite Mercy grant, through the 
Merits of his ever bleſſed bon, that with pure 
Hearts, ferverit Zeal, and a well grounded 


Confidence, we may join the Doxology of 
St. Paul, Now unto the. King Eternal, Im- 


mortal, Inviſible, the only. wiſe. God, be 
Honour and Glory, for ever.and.cyer, , 


happy Place that we may all arrive, may 


Amen. 


